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: / fThc latest mamfestatlcn cf academtc ccrruptlcn as

_ &)
immune frem thc virus. But we.maust at the aae’?'f‘sreﬂ,’
i courageously referm what has grcwn cut—mededm RE

‘we may call it, is the appearance cf pressure groups drawn
'from the student commiunity who reportedly go round

i"ﬂSltng the heuses of examiners to induce, or force them

to mark papers in a certain way. The}r come armed with

accurate ‘and detailed 1nfcrmaucn about the 1ndennty of '_ *

the exannnees ‘and the names of the partlcu]ar examiners

:who have. recewed theu' scnpts for evaluation. How they -

find all this out: is no lenger a mystery ‘They are said to

cfficlals of the :education. beards which conduct public

" Ll el o SRR

teachers ‘who decllne 10" cooperate. @

"~ < Thereis; we I:egret to say, good reason to believe that
ithe evil is‘not limited to secondary or‘higher secondary
stages byt has,” as reported, spread to the universities.
"‘Jew that most- universities .have switched over to ‘the
t.curse or semester system in which’ examinations are the

respcnsrblhty of the teachers themselves cenﬁdenttallty'-

abcut either question papers or methods of evaluation is

ccliect the data they want for a considération from |

examinations and have little - -difficulty embarrassmg __
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1n1pcs51ble to maintain.- We have} no ‘wish’ to level ¢
sununary accusaucns aglnst alt universities or all depart- -

- ments there we hope, . are unany escepnens to the
practtces we have menttcned But it carinet be denied that
public confidence in the value of cértificates and degrees
-has been so sharply eroded that. they are seldom regarded
as a true" tesnmcnlal to students real achrevements Or
deflclencres e R ' i -

l It is. the good students whe do not belreve n cheanng

. and are earnest about their acadenuc work who suffer the

e Aiost. _The outsider - has- no means of drstmgulshrng
‘ between a student who has achieved distinction by dint of
‘his own ment and another who has cbtamed a certificate
by dishonest means. Iths this section of -the ' ‘student

ccmrnunlty who in their ewn.interests ought to band

‘together to stamp out the evil. Fear of repnsals from the

| *?dlshenest has béen- kncwn in many. cases'to’ deter . the
* ‘honest from protesting or I Supporting measures calculated -
tc eradicate evil pracnces But'it is a fear they must

cenquer lest greater evils everwhelm them.’

‘But the sltuanen also’ calls for an overhaul of the
exanunancn system. ‘The system of grading students
acccrdmg to their perfermance no lcnger seems to be
Iwerlrrng Why attempt any gradlng at all? This is done in
‘our country on the basis of the’ overall performance of a
candidate, and’ those who. fail to . achieve a certain
minimum in a certain. prescnbed subject are declared

failed in the examination as a whole regardless Of what -

.they. may have done in others. The upshot is that a- student
‘who has no mtentlcn of preceedlng beyond a partrcu]ar.
- stage and may have ccncentrated his-attention on an aréa
ih which he is interested cannot aveld the stigma which

! attaches to failed students His prespectwe employers are -

rnﬂuenced by wh;f r‘ﬂs## reeerded on. hlS cernﬁcate rather ¢
—n:-:f-r 4 -
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_than by. hlSraﬂh‘t_\};ﬁment in" the " Subject” which. sheuld”"

|

ccncern them  mosa A stucient may, for rnstance have -
: obtained high tharks 1ii énsmtstry, but he would still not
f succeed ' in ﬁndrng empleyment“! in- a pharnlaceutlcal
1ndustry because of his failure.in, say, a language subject.
a Whatever the merits of the old. methods of evalua-

+ tion, they no lcnger seem suitable in a grcwlng economy.

- The degree of waste which is caused’ by the Tepeated

attempts:made by failed studénts to qualify or succeed I5a
&

~national loss, and there IS very l.ltﬂ_E te J]usu‘fy it 05z,
cempensate for it. '~ * o L%
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‘We-are fully aware that ‘academic corruptlen 1ss~; o
aspect of the declrne in moral values ‘which is ey’o e
everywhere It'is idle to-hope that students who- grﬂ%

- social environment riddled’ with corruption " car s :‘?ﬁ%
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