omen education

“in Bangladesh

f"é Access to education and
training is a fundamental right

éf the ‘odividual. The =aten: -

*to w’nﬁ:h women, ar: able to

ihese rerves as signifi-

*cant catich of the socio.
econorgic and legal satug of
wcme in the society, Tde conwe

ﬂn'buu of research and stu-
fl'dl'Ei £
Tthe &
direct:
‘mutnt|importance.

i.‘Ihtr is no denying the fact
‘{k gt jofity. of women ri-
; Snaity uutsrde the realm ¢f the
tarm.;l education sysiem, Re.

tion pointing to now-

“eert 'Ei‘lldlﬂs on women’s edu.
-egtion which are predominsng-

%" FREPD based reflect that
! a' pegligible nunter of wo-

men hay yet atteingd literacy
which is retaingble over years;

* b) iMiteracy rateg ore much -

Righer anmcong females;

l ¢} women constitule th? ma.
tjority of illiterates anq schoot
jdropouts and 1heir umber Is
M reasing;

d) iegionul “imbalances rpt -
only exis among women im-
pProverment is midimum i geo-
grephic areas where it has- 3l
readyieen low,

1 €) thers is acute sural.urbaa
mlbal.nncu

1) rrale-female ratios of ens
ITUIIIIETJ'I: are 63:37 in the pri.
mary stage 75:25 in the ge-
conilory stage and 81:19 in

thfs)un versities in 1982 (FREPD

{9 only 9 per. cent primary
schmllueachem ((1982) and 2

pey cent (1980 teacherg in Bew
cardarjr schools were wun.en;

hy nealy 60 per cent of p.ie
D&Y age-group glrds number,
Jag 515 millien are  outside
‘he formal education system:

et dor't  participate
Agronnl eduidtional  proe
whu..h are . formal.

|

1#&::&:&;5 enjoy and exerciss

dn help in ande.standing

and can be of'pari--

Li; el
T e e m—ﬂ _mm_‘

SHAMIMA ISLAM

. male.dominated . and urban-

centred; I

j) women's educnuun in
mOst Stages, gsuffers becaus= of
the sericus lack of rmden.ual
facilities;

k) over balf of the ﬂ!"ﬂlﬂ!ﬂl-
tions offering = ncn-formal
YrRIning prugramme.i for wo-
men ure located in 3 districte
of the ountry; and

) only 4 per cemd.’ nons -

-formal programmes for womm
vifered training im agrlmltura'

and livestock.

Peyopd the dark walle of
fac1s and . statistice ome c¢an
dircover concerted action dee
vised policies. ang Srategies
wrich has followed the recenme
emerging conceras effecting
fin.ited progrees.’ Female ..
ro'ment hag ubdoubtedly im.
creased in differemt stages ib

edvcation (especislly in .P1t.

mury Training Insututes wh:ch
rellects ma:sive- increase) but
fads far below the desimd
ie el .
Fach one of the PREPIJ ﬁn-
. dingy rel.’.ted o wumen’s edu.
calion is sufficieryt ¢rough to
warrant discussion. Is the ¢du.

cational scene only the devia.

tlopy from the cothes phases of
women's life 2 Health i3 anoe

- ther aspect whlch indirectly

wnmen 5 . inadequate
edocation. Existing . data-hase
does not  reflect  adéquately
bt maternity-related deaths
are the prime rau:: of ‘We
men’s deaths -

Y 27 per cent of womem in
..-54 age-group die due ¢o
<ld bearitg reason:

) approximately m wo-
men arnully die due to child
' bearing act

'¢) 85 per cent.of acult Wi
men suffer dite tn maternity
related mal-putritions

4) nppmximately 10000 w
Irtn Gie eveéry year due to -~
gigenous ghortion:

23 death rates smong female
;l*.ﬂd under § years old ix 35-30

reffects

per cent higher comrpared 16
made children and ko on,

| -the scverity of data_gaps
reflect the dark :idi+ of the so-
+foty wheTe women ate expect-

ed to play their roleg against
severe advers: . circumes-
tantces. Amorg  the mahy

phases a*d faces of adversity
the prime hindering factor j»
the mass poverty which al.
thcugh affect both the sexes
severcly it ig the wamen who

became -doubly affacted: - first
t‘erause of thejr poterty and
eccond hecguse of their ex-
pected role and: statug which

affect their health  putrition
ang¢ education. Poverty.stric«
k-n females have lesser chan-
Ces ot getting acceas to modarn
formal education.

1he llmited SLCCCSs 'ﬂf tﬂln
mal education programmes as| | |
reflected i FREPD women's | ;
stidiez -lead us to corsider
certain realities : .

- g} the vast mamﬁtv of wo- :
men who live in rural arzae
are torp in poverty brought
uplnpovemanddiem pos
verty. If poverty .5 the bigest
hindrance in realising the gols
of ~educatitn are the cqurrant ,

educat’onal effort  adequate
ennu;;h to cope with our in-
creasing pauperisation, whieh | °
is expec»d to detericrate wo-
men’s fate even furtber? Ra.
cert studies already rolnt t; a
devaluation of women due to
chat gibg marriage pottern re-
sulting from increasing pau-
perization,

b) although vast majnntyut .
wmmnstaymtﬁdetheformal, ||-:
)

. .8chool systém thlsdnesnuu

mean that they remain without |
education. Elzborate mformal

. education procedures take care i '
of their sociatisation which dic -
tate their behaviour. Rural wo. !
men don't stand in vacuum.

TO BE CONTINUED
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