' OED ' Computerlsed SRR
The news that OED ot the Oxferd Enghsh chtten-

""""

; ary s being eemputensed should be of interest to enyene

&who knows: whatit:is or has ever used it.. A]l its 22,000

Epages with 500,000 deﬁmtlens and usages are in preeess of
being transfefred to three eempact eemputer dtsks and
_the _project will cost: $13. million, 4 figure as staggermg as

-l-dl'

the size of the dlctlenary itself.” . ¢ Ly
OED 1§ the greatest dJCtIOIlEII'}' of its kmd in. any

1anguage and its authofity is unquestloned Comptled on
hlstoneal prmezples itis a eemplete record of the English
{Language: Its etymdloglcal descriptions | trace every word
_ beek to its earhest form and usage and track-ﬂvanatlens'm
meaning and use century by century- w:th illustrations so.f
profuse and’ ‘elaborate as to remove any ‘doubt abonit its:
_ {history. Begun mqthe 19th eentury and mltlally called the
o | }New English’ 'Dictonary—(the Didcea; University fibrary:
L used "tO . pOSSESS a -copy. of this early “edition)—it has*
developed into a tremendeus chellenge to le:@ﬂt:{:ogre]::hersr
' who-have the duty of . keeplng it;up_to date. The latest
revision was completed on]y about -a few menths ago.
LA The cempact disks, it is claimed; will- make it easu,er tm
f--handle The multlp]e seareh powers of software weuld
;penmt users to"track a pertlcular German-reoted “word, ;
for instance, .in a few minutes. and than tangentially .
| inquire into ‘How- many Such’ Germarn words.came into the 4
-_language ina partleu]ar cen’tury If you were, mterested iri |
perfumes,’you could 1Et;la'att:ld: dowi ity minutes all the words’
{ involving scents and. also. dlseover how many. of them are
.lFreneh and how many: derwe ‘from otiental. sources.
-+ . Using” the: Ox'ferd Enghsh Dictionary, ever since it"
made 1ts eppearenee ha's always been a dehghtful schelerly
,pastime and’ that pleasure, we - unagme is ‘likely to be-
" enhanced. by the eemp;uter disks. Exploring its contents 15|
an education-in +tself ‘not enly because of the: irnmense
_volume of information it. ylelds but also because of-the.
| light ‘it.throws on the’ patlent and punetlheus scholarship
| i which. has gene into 1ts makmg The. transferenee of the’
L ¥ deﬁmtlens to cemputer ‘disks . has - needed the™ sameE
' - — %patlenee and- the same: care: for accuracy as. the englnel
"eempllatlen,*and is a. techneloglcal eehlevement ef the

- - ¢ highest. order.- . - - T AR R S 2
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