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| B N-A(?Kﬂi—ﬁﬂvﬂngnt _algﬂc;l- A major ‘casualty’ is. children who are denied access to the 1:;!‘5 mﬂltiﬂ@ﬁ; participation: in
). . P tion for fucation in Asiaand the - y1ona.dpe SRS PR N MV S o . these progratmes. - - .
| Patific fell—in some cases, drastical long-dreamed-of univérsal {primary education. Another IS . - There is a dearts of , people’s
_ly-Zbetween ‘the mid-1970s and the adult illiteracy. Asm-aqcuqnﬁs-for.two—tturds or 640 million of - . - participation and inadequate mobi- }
“early 1980s.. .= N  the estimated 857 adul illiterates in the world,™ "~ <+ = .~ - lisation- of communtty resoutces for, |-
t . The drop: says the United Nations- . L E Y e A “the planning and implementation of l
_ Economic and Social Commission for . Among the countries whose educa- .+ The {fallure to attditi -universal - literacy programmes. ” A |
|+ Asia and the Pacific (ESCAP), has tion budgets: fell, drastically were cducalion, early 'dropouts and the ;"% i) In many cases, literacy program--
. adversely affected the- human re- -Bangladesh, from 14 per.cent in 1975 «» past backlong have fed, in turn, to.the . .me are not linked . with. soCi0- ‘

i sources developmenit programmes of 10 atout 9 per cent in 1983; Hon- ., emergencé.of a gigantic problem— ., economic development activities; and

~.:,raost often, ‘cooperation and  coOr-

- ’f?* many_nations of which education is  gkong, from 22 per centin 1970 10 15 adult illiteracy. Although literacy -, most ‘ | } COOr-
E: , vital. One of thése is the campaign o per cen! in 1982: Sri Lanka, from 15 TFates’ have 1isen substantially, the -, dinalion between the agencies civ
| : .eliminate adult iliteracy.. - -

per cent in 1970 to 7 per cent in 1983; . wumber of adult illiterates {aged .13 cz;gaged in such campaigns and those {

1'

gfd" education to all children. Asa result, _ 1970 to 16 per cent in 1982: .~ " illion. notes ESCAP. -~ . % lacking. . .- . . - |
:  this “remains a distant goal in several - A major “casvaity” from thesé re- - _‘Off the, ?_Stll'ﬂﬂtﬂ_d_' 857 millton adufl};;ié *iv) Literacy programmes in many
' developing countries of the region”, ductions is the long-dreaméd-of ni- 7 illiterates.In the world in 1985. Asia- ;=% countries -don’t receive’ adequate

- " financial- and manpower support. |.

otes ESCAP sadly. - - .- - versal cducation of children atthe ", Pacifi¢_accounted for three-fourths, .4 it . Gt
Of .the 17 gselecfed™ Agia-P }?iﬁﬁ?eﬂp::imary’*schml 16Vl 7 ALl developitg f -over.640millions “An erformous:mass sy Also lacking “are’ sekperts 10 plan:®
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¥ allocation-dectined . in. llmﬁ]ﬂ}[ﬁ:}??ihigh priority toward achiéving univer-: ‘fhains rufiekposed ; to theworldgof 22 do resédrch work. "1 4

"%, Anather is the provision of primary. and Philippines from 24-pér cent’in ~_ ‘and above) “increased by about . 80 : 3 handiing other devciopment tasks are,
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# iained stable . in- only one—South . sal primary education by specified «" learning” it says. *Of these 640 mil- *7 -3} Postliteracy and 'continuing }
¥ Korea. -Among five countries where ~dates. However. many of them are yet lion, 410 million- were womien”. ‘education are oot properly formed |
| | the proportion increased, the jump far from the goal, reporf oCAp Yy . South Asia has the largess number © .and developed.. . o
: E-owas substaptial- only in Jran, Nepal . matter-of-factly. P ar-,ﬂl' Cwoof adqlt-linitemf;s,gﬁ_g million. India . ESC AP stresses the ced-of peo-
* and Thailand. - - L Low enrolmient at the primary level. alone - accounts for 264~ million. . ple’s participation in theése ‘program- '

" InTran, the increase was from less © remains a major problem in Afghails- - Among East and Southeast Asian’ . res. . Governments have" to sustait

! than 9 per cent in 1970 to about 15 per tah, Bangladesh;, Bhutan, Nepal, countries . contaiiing: 721 “ milliori kand encoufage people’s interest and
‘. cent in 1983: Nepal, from 6 per cent in Pakistan "and Papua New Guitiea. | 1_L111t_erates,__tijg highest concentration is e participation, it .says. =~
1970 to 10 per cent-in 1982; and [Even in India where the enfolment® +im China with 220 millign. . - .- «“Successful literacy Pprogramimes;

' Thailand, from 18 per cent in 1970 to satio is refatively high (85 per cerit in® «, "In this light, the challenge to radﬁcﬁ%ﬁ'}nﬂbi[ies the population-and create -

¥ inore- than 20 per cent in 1982. . ~1982), the budgetary outlay to achieve , J?l__dult ﬂl_iterai:g.rdis daunting. Most na- ; vast network of leaming centres, us-
o 10 .Pakistan and Papua New uriiversal . education is enormous. .7 tions have adult illiteracy programmes * j"mg people’s homes, Igclmics farms,
; Guinea, the increase was a measly 1 This can be gleaned from the target " but many p_mﬁlemS' in their 1mple;f clubs and other indigenous institu-
k ~.per cent. “There are only few coun-  set in the Seventh Plan ending 1990 mentation pe_rs:st;"E—S‘CAR liStsksqme_"?;g,ﬁ tions”, it adds. Also crunat to their
| ‘tﬁes_w_which spent more than 15 per * for the 6-10'age group. Estimates are - of them; -~ S T kg ¥E SUCCESS are efficient planning, -man-
i - ‘cent of . government expenditure. on “that 50 million-additional Indian chi}- ~ ¢ i), Because of social, cultural and ;. agemeat, management, training curi-
: ~~ education in the carly 1980s”, accord- dren will have to be enrolled by 1990 other factors, there is a serious lack of ;; ; Culum and materials development.—
{ ing to ESCAP. -~  to achieve this goal." . * ., motivation'among women. This ham- > “DEPTHNEWS BANGLADESH |
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