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It is not gencrally rcmcmbcrcd ucwadays that one of
" the consequences of the advent of British rule in Bcnga]——-
1 which’ paradcmcally coincided wrth the., beginning of
mcdcrn education in the ccuntry—-—was a sharp decline in  §
lrtcracy, especially 1n rural areas This rcsultcd from the t
“ sudden -withdrawal . of 'state support from. traditional }
institutions, the cxunctlcn of hurdreds of educational’
cndcwments, and the disappearance of- the aristocracy_
“which used to be their mainstay. But until abuut fifty years :
ago private institutions called maktabs attached to many l
Households, provided some Kind of basic instructionin the .
Lthrcc R’s from which chr[drcn from rural. homes used to ]
bcncﬁt Tralnmg in basic social murallty and ethics was an
, unwntfen part of the curriculum, so that the. pupils who
tattcndcd them were thcroughly drrllcd in the do’s and
}dunt s without which *social stablhty 1s. uupcsmblc to "
maintain. These aré those ground rulcs which text-books
seldom teach and whlch almost everywhere children |
‘absorb from the conduct of their elders and mentors.
The .maktabs like the ‘educational institutions- of
‘pre-British days, * have. succumbed. 10 thc .economic
‘changes of the last few decades. The state acqursmcn of .
rent-receiving interests; which came.in the fifties, sounded
the death knell of the, few whlch had survived until that
time. That. mcasurc quurdatcd the class of people- who
cculd afford to maintain rnaktabs in thclr homes, without
crcatrug a substifute which would take over ‘their func- |
tions. - v b . |
| Thc prunary schcols whrch exlat in most vlllagcs these
. days are: very, drffercnt In structurc and organisation from
-the maktabs:* The teachmg is done by salaried teachers
‘who do not care to go beyond the préscribed books and do
- not “bother abcut the ethics and morality of their public
:' conduct ‘Those who graduate from these schools and later
.amve in urban centres to join high schools and colleges
seem mcst cftcn to'be tctally dcvcld cf what social ethics
and mcrahty mean. . < .- . - )
It is nowadays almcst ovcrlcckcd that the majority—
ucarl}r all. realty—- of these children comé from illiterate
backgrounds there*is little thclr parents can afford to -
‘teach. It is only when thcy ccmc in contact with people
“from different backgrounds in the towns that some of
{ them sce for.themselves that there are such things as rules
i of social behaviour .and that their tcxt—bccks have' not
taught them: the whulc truth ‘about educatior. Many
L young pcoplc have ‘been kuuwn to exprcss surprise when
advlscd that cheatmg in examinations or 'the pursuit of
- success by any mearns whatscevcr regardless of its nature °
must be condcmncd as crumnal Thcy have been allowed E
tcu grow “up-with ccnccptlons ‘of crithe and virtue which
havc little in common with what the rest of the world think
‘of as good and cvnl Unfcrtunatcly, what 1s not learnt in
.childhdod and early - adoléscence is. seldom assimilated -
1“""3“ a persoit Feﬂéhmth&agc of?sc\?enteen or rcrghtccn ¥
50, that many who belong to thrs gcnéfatrcn aré destineéd’
1o go thmugh lrfc ‘with warpcd ncuons of what is good and °
nght R
'pub] 11.1: 11:;:] ;;:uatrcn ‘which - -must engaga the attcutrcn cf
and educationists. To let it continue is to
kccp the floodgates of dcgcucracy perpetually open. The
;Elaktabs cannot perhaps be revived without their patrons,
ut scmcthmg cuuld be done to mcorpcratc their methods

of ‘instruction in. today’s prrmary schools. It has to be °
realised that mere literacy in a moral yacuum is vrrtual]y

usclcss parucularly In a puvcrty-stnckcn scclcty llkc ours.* |
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