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N. 1984 English was nbnltshed as a
Immpnlsury subject from Degree
pass level and about two years and a

helf after, . from primary stage. And
‘| the status ‘of English was further
| degraded when Bengali was made a

enmpnlsnry medium of written ex-
presslnn in courts and offices. ~ .
1t is, however, very much hearten-
ing to learn that long after a period of
doldrum and npnthy towards the
| popular outery for reinstating English
{in its rightful place in education.and
other ficlds, the Government has
I awakened to a sense of realisation of
.' lte mdespene;blllty
.To make English enmpulsnry in
. ,eehnnle and”’ enllegee and start its
'} teaching right- from the primary stage
:.{ will be quite a move towards nght
| direction in keeping with our need in
-] €ducation and other spheres of life.
-} Nobody denies the- necessity
mother tongue. It has been rightly
made the first language of the coun-
| try. But this in no way ]ustlﬁes total
.1 negligence. of English ot in -other
words as has been remarked by the
Bangladesh Observer, (Aug, 20) its
transformation “into. an academic
‘Cinderells, neglected and ‘degraded,
Jused as- a pawn in political de-
i | bates....”. The analogy may further
| be drown by reference to'a Bengali
| mythnlog:cal story (to Sat BHai
i Champa) wherein the younger Queen
} was banished on false grounds of

beanng no child but a cat. But she did
} bear a child who later on proved to be

‘an asset to the kingdom.

1 English likeways hee been banished
! 'n!thnugh on grounds untenable in
(| facts-and circumstances but its learn-
(] ing is fruitful and an of immense
{{ prospects,
I Or why is this crazy rush for its
learning . at ill or. ha!f—eqmpped En-
'} glish medmm institutions, tutorial
F homes etc. at a great cost? The only
1§ answer is the lenrmng of English pays
| -in the long run. If is a gateway’ to
i} uptodate knowledge of science and

technology, arts and”* ]unsprudenee
etc. -

We will learn it effeenvely SO as. to
able to read, write, speak and under-
stand it for our -own necessity and
surely not to-please the ego of any

“|-person or any alien nation, just as we
;] lend ourselves spontaneously to the-
| influences of science, modern’ tech-

[
!

.nology, medical aids and treatment'
| et as naturally as we put on shirts, »
‘have a refreshing sip of cold d_nnks in
summer and tea in ali seesnns I‘isten
-ta radio, tape.recorder, mike, enjoy
televls:nn etc. day o day without the
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least hesitation for their foreign ori-
-gin. These are as*nnturnl

as leaves and

flowers to a tree. In other words, they
have become a part of our nature,
civilisation and therefore inseparabie

-from life because of the narrowing®

down of distances and wide contacts
of different peoples,of the world on
one commen “platform’ for mutual
benefits, for our own necessities in
pnme:-ulnr

If we ook to the:history of many of
the countries we will find that at the
thitial stage they had to depend.upon
some foreign languages of some fore-
ign countries which were highly de-
véloped in science and other subjects.
There was a time when Romeé and

. Greece were-great countries by virtue

of their supremacy in arts and sciences
and their Janguages, Latin and Greek,

* were then repository of learning and

culture. Many countries, even Eng-
lnnd learnt” these languages with
great zen! and earnestness.

There is no denying the fact that

- England owes much to these lan-

guages for her subsequent supremacy
in the world and the r:ehness of her
language ‘

- We may al$o recall here the glo-
rious days of Islam when Muslimis

became the torch bearers of learning

and civilisation t¢ the whole of

" Europe and Asia. This dissemination

of learning was pt)snble through the

medmm of.Arabic in which books of

science, medicine, astrology etc. were
then nvnllnhle The presence of quite
a large number of Arabic derivative
words in English and other European
\‘I:mgunges bears testimony to-this. Of

ourse, today Arabic cannot claim the

'unrne position as it had in the mediev-
al age. For the greatness of 3 language
depends upon the inteliectual great-

ness and creative genious of a nation -

or a-people. The Arabs could not
keep up their standard and supremacy
they set up by intellectual pursuit for
years. And in course of time they fell
from their lofty position and yielded

.- plnee to the Europeans.

-The-English soon far surpassedthe
Arabs and aquired a position of great-
ness by virtue of their discovery and
inveritions in different fields of know-
ledge for which they are indebted to
the Arabs to a great extent. And their
language has now -become a world
language of science and teehnnlngy,
law and Junsprudenee It 1s truism to
say that educated people all over the
world ¥know something of English.
Ever:in Rues:n Japan, China. Fraqge
and in mnn:,l nther enuntneh itis
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taught as a fnrelgn language It is
astonishing to learn that in Russia
mnore than half of the school children
earn this Inngunge as a compulsory
‘subject. It is the mother tongue of
_about fiity crores of people spread all
“over the wnrld

‘Why dose -Enghsh, command such
an ¢nviable position in the world so
that both the friends and foes of Great
‘Britain, America, Australia—~the ma-
jor English speaking countries—Ilearn
it so enthusiastically? The answer is: it
is profitable, immensely rewarding to
have a knowledge of English as it is,
above ali, rightly regarded as the open
scasaime to uptodate knowledge and
~information about.science and arts—

- about .all those faculties that go to

'make a4 complete man. Even.the
minimum nuinber of books-of science
and leehnn]ngy to make a student
quality in higher studies, are not
available in Bengali yet. While trans-
fations make a small, slow progress
for obvious reason, enntnbunnn to

. books of science and technology étc.

make hendwny by geometrical prog-
resston. - Translation cannot and

- perhaps never can, keep pace with

day-to-day contribution of thoughts in
the world of science and technology
published invafiably in forcing lnn~
guages, specially English.

. The need for communication with
the outside world is now the highest
than ever béfore. The world today has
come closer and closer as_the days of
isolation hdve receded further and
further through frequent contact be-
tween peoples of different countries
and exchange of ideas.

., We often need- to go outside for
acqmsnmn of knowledge of science
and technology as advanced students,

for. representing ourselves at the
U.N.O. and the international confer-
ences and for service in toreign lands
under foreign emplovers amongst
foreign colleagues. Hardly a day pas-
ses by when foreign dignitaries from
outside do not visit our country and
persons from our country do not £0
abroad on diplomatic, commercial,

‘economic, cultural, educational and
various -other missions. And in all
these cases we find a workable know-
ledge of an iniernational ]engunge
mdispensable. And in our case this is
English for historical reasons and for
its richness, variety, wide popularity

its fong association with science and

technology, law and jurisprudence,
trade and commerce and for many
other reasons told-and retold by the
ednent:nmets 0N many OCcasions.
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advantageous position. [R§sian will

have a smooth sailing i a nostalithe | -

countries in the wogy .I ‘In other| -
words, as it has becn rgp@itedly told, |- " °
English has acquired ¢ j'-' ernational |
status of a very conspickofs nature for | .

the main reason, hﬁldgs nn},l others, [
that the English had ¢ . :..-; ies spread {!
nearly all_over the wgrlf where En-{.
glish was learnt to theil enefit. |

Effective Teaching
‘these facts}!

1% des not augur

Klish numght-

In the face of
enumerated above,
well to knock off
from the syllabus a5 @ compuisory
subject. We should’ rffher retain it{
and put our heads to e er to find out
ways and means to mage its teaching [ °
more effecuve by the § trnduetinn of|. ¥
the latest methods of thching, audio-
visual aids etc. by jerfaging a suffi-
cient number of quilified teachers
and by marking the ? es of studies,
for the time being, infkch easier than
before with particaldf emphasis on
the functional aspe¢t Bf the language
as a means of com j nication right
from the school lével

Honours Course
intrndueed'in more

3 ngllsh must be
Rl more colleges
ers of English |
year to year to ﬁlf if the lamentable ]
shortage of teachers¥h the subject at
the educational lﬂ;‘tl ptions. With the ] ¢
rise In the numbe.i ‘teachers it will _
be possiblé to pay jrllvidual attention |
to students and {t#e an adequate
number of tutorial Klasses to meet
their deficiencies
What lungs ang bieath are to a life,
English is to living q@veloping nation,
nay, the nations §fhe world at large
ged above in anut |-
eintroducing En-
-. as a enrnpulsnr}r
Ul primdry 'to In-
§. fnd as optional in
i faculties is quite
Bos and exigencies

shell, The idea f
glish in our cou

Degree classes
in the fitness of
of time.- |

Provinsions onours teaching
of English shqui’ be available in
many more coll¢gd®. besides universi-!
ties. And suffigid) t caré should be
_5 teaching really
meaningful It f '; d also remain as
an npt:nnel our language both |
wnnng and SPI es as before.




