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o Open-University
- In'has been announced by the Minister of Education that-
Bangladesh is tohavé an ‘open university,’ probably soon. =
‘Academic opinion’is not only not oppased to the idea, but .
- | - has, as-far ds we. are aware. welcomed “the. Minister's .
b . announcemerit as'a stepiin the right dircction. For.it has long -
been evident that'pressure on Lplucc;é'ip‘.th‘e}cxisting universi- -
’ “ties has“reached a point where the- choice ‘they, face is often |

* “between turning away an overwhelming ‘majority of the °

applicants or, by admitting a reasonable proportion of them,
. creating a situation in which nobody "r:ec:j?c_s any education” "
atall. To inject lh'ei"c'tn'fnmj'hli_nd_rbd info ¢lass rooms meant
“for forty-five or fifty is_obviously to promote conditions in -
which ncither teichers nor pupils can:attend to their real-
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| "-Wh_ilc an open universty is cxpected Ii.}'r'n_:rducc pressure . -
on places: we hope steps will be' taken “not - to cheapen |
academic degrees by il}vurdihg'? them -indiscriminately . to *
whoever registers ford course and p':'ly's;thé'.'neccssary'fccs.
- An _alternative to 'direcl-yc;}dﬂmic__gﬁi_danue"-must‘ be de-
'vélnpud,sﬂcll'tha‘t those 'who join ‘the” gpen- university arc -
made to understand that 'High{;‘r"EdUCﬂ[iDjl-_;i_S. not-a mere
matter of ‘acquiring diplomas and degrees -without work.
. Open universities ‘rely 'nn:cui*ljc'slmndeni:c courses and
also on-broadcast tatks from which others also can benefit.
- ‘Butin order for such c:;iur:sésl_‘_m_ui guidance to be effective, a
| much farger “than “ordinary- staff will. be’ neccssary. The |
© - teachers must bg capable: of correcting ‘written ‘work submit- -
: ted to them™ by post, and that thoroughly and punctually.
- Were -this neglected, the proposed- open . university will
degencrate into a scandal much-worse than any that we have * .
| sn'fun{{nnwn . Besides, the examination system devised to test g
‘the performance of the students must "._a_ls;}:be"clrilffcrc_'nt from .
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~ - the, mcthods in vogue -in existi'ng-'institqt;inn'fg;' coLT

| " We trust that the whole schemc will.be planned carefully -

o before the open university is launched. To say that academic :
‘standards in the country have declincd alarmingly-is only to :,

“state a universaily acknowled ged truism. We should be sorry
to scc an ill-hatcihcd,bq;'well-mcm_lt scheme aggravating y
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