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IKE many developing countries

Bangladesh has an English, as a
foreign language, 1eaching policy as
speiled out in the National Curricu-
lum and’ Syllabus Conimittee report.
In the policy specific needs for learn-
ing English have been identified in lhe
following arcas:
- Hipher/Professional smdms. inter-

‘national communication, some jobs in

and outside the country, and cultural
developnient,

To meet these noeds the policy has
also clearly specified broad objectives
of teaching English, which arc mainly
four basic lanpuage skills,

" In pursuance of the above policy
our curriculum prescribes teaching
English for ien years {from class 3 1o
class 12) as a required subjecl. Accor-
dingly, Eaglish ilcxi-books for uplo
class [0 have been writtcn and intro-
duced. Also (cachers are being
trained in Tcaching Enplish arc a
Forcipn lLanguage (TEFL) at the

- Primary Training Instilutes {PTls},

i

Teachers' training Colleges (TTCs),
Institute of Education and Research
(TIER). Dhaka University, and
National Institute of Education

Administration, Extension and Re-

search (NIEARE). Morcover, or-
lentation courses on mcthodologics

“and new (extbooks arc often held at
National Curriculum and Textbouk

Board {NCTB).

But in spit of all these allempts und

efforts made so far, the present siale
of English teching s in the doldrums,

The progress made so far in the TEFL

programmes in undoubtedly unsatis-

factory and even disappointing. .
This statc of English teaching is due

mainly to somec inconsistcncics pre-
vililing belween what we have done or
planned in theory and what we have
been doing -in practices in teaching
this subject. #’s time we looked back
aid tricd to se¢ where the rub is and
took measure lo improve . English
teaching in Bahgladesh. These incon-
sistencies are overly noticed in the
foilowing areas {:f our cducation
system:

“Teacher™ Training. Theory: Ten-
month  training courses in TEFL
together  with  other - subjects  ar
offered to primary teachers al the 54
PTls and 10 sccondary teachers at the
JUTICs and the TER: Short training
cuur.*,t:*i in TIEFL are occasignally
urgnnﬁcd ai NICARE for sccondary

. “and higher secondary tcachers,

Teachers at the primary and sccon-
dary levels arc now ¢ager 1o pel
training {10-month cerfificate
courses) mainly because the trained
teachers at these devels are provided

ﬂr""-

with greater service benefits in u:rrns
of salary and promotion, - .
PRACTICE: The formal training

‘institutions mentioned above are in-

sufficient to rain the vast number of

our teachers espetiplly at the sccon-

dary and highcr secondary ltvels. As

a result, the majority of our terchers’
untrained or inudequatcly trained -

cannot be expecied (o handle the

language 1exibooks cffectively. Even

those who have gol, training relapse
in1o teaching according to the tradi-
tional prammar-lranslation method
mainly because of three factors:

1. The majority of the untrained

colleagucs who have been following -

the traditioal inethads for yers would
not like their newly trained counter-
parts who arc in the minority to follaw

new, methods amd techmigues inthe
samg class for fear of being less:
knowledpeable, less gualificd in the

cyes of their students., |

2. The modern language teching
methods "and technigucs, unlitke the
easygoing traditinal methoils, demand
harder workd form the tcacher tn the

_ form of preparing ‘lessons, conduc-

liong prowpwork. drills, cic. .
'3. Onee a teacher pets his training

certificate he is a0 longer ofificialy

accountable (o anybody, any author-
ity for chossing any method, (radition-
al or modern, while tcaching his class.

. As a result. the language based tex-
tbooks are being grossly mishandled,

in classrooms, which ¢auses unpeces-
sary difficultics in the Process of
{carning and gencrates ani aversion In

the Learners” minds to learning
English.
RECOMMENDATIONS

1. A pilot scheme for training all
theteachers at alt the three levels-
primary. sccondry and higher sceon-
dary—should be undertaken with the
specific objectives:—

a." To enable the teachers to use
modern lanpuage teaching methods

“and tcchniques while ‘handhng the

new textbooks for cffective teaching
in their respective classroom situa-
lions and.

b. To |mprnve the t:uchcn own
proficiency in english. It.is a fct that
what has been worngly learnt from an
untrained. ineffictent teacher becom-
¢s very difficuli for the learners to
wnsearn.

Under this pilol scheme cach
course should be of al lcast § week's
duralion. The courses siouldt be orga-
nised by NCTB in collaboralion wath
the Directorates of primary, sccon-
dary and ‘higher . education.  PTis,
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-in TEHL.,

TTCs, 1ER. NAFE "NIEA and

JUNICEF. The Icader trainers’ cOMrSe
should be held in Dhaka and the:

subsequent courses shauld be held all
over the country. -

2. The contents of the 10-month as

well as shorl. training courses at the
PTls, - TTCs [ER, NIEAER and

as to enable the tcachers ot use TEFL
mcthodologics and tcchmqucs in their
respective clissroom situalions more
cffcavely.  Provision - for  scparale

- courses for per-service and In-service

traintng of tcachers at al Ievels should
be made.

3, Qrientation and refresher
courscs on different curncular aspects
like curriculum chanpes, syllabuscs,

lext matcerial, (esting and cvaluation.
. should be orgainsed regularly by

NCTB., . L :

Teachler Gmdes
THEORY: A tcacher puide with

practical ' guidelines on  teaching

 methods to be used while leaching a
“particufar section or Icsson of a book,

with actual planning donc on -each

lesson and’ with additional ‘informa.

tion- nceded for making® a lesson in-
teresting and effective in class is of
pood use 1o the classroon teachers-—
and more s¢ to Lhrse who couid not
have yet reccived any formal Araining
The guide will also be uscful
as ramning malerial at such institu-
ions as the PTIs, IER. . NAPE,
NIEAER and NCTB. Considering
these mainfold uses of teacher guides,

+ the curicutum provides that they be
preparcd for all the textbooks (for -

classes 3-12).

- PRACTICE: No lua{:hcr guides
were preparcd for the secondary clas-
scs. Only one puide was prepared for

.lhe primary textbooks (for classcs 3,

4. and 5) by NCTB with UNICEF
assistance. Copics of the hook were
supposcd Lo be distributed free of cost

-to all the primary schoals. But no

evaluation was made on whether the
book was used by the the teachers and

how it was uscd. Moreaver the book”

has gonc out of print aficr s first
cdition. Howuver, again three teacher
guides o the three priinmary textbooks

‘have been prepared by NCTB with

UNICEF assistance. The were cx-
pected 10 be used from the i988
SEFSION, _
RECOMMENDATIONS: Teacher
gutdes to all the texthooks for the
sccondary and higher secondary clas-
scs should be prepared by NCTB and
given free of cost o F::u:h school/

college for use by the' English 1cz-
chers. The respective schoolfcollcpe
authoritics will make sure that they

‘have each received sufficient pumbers
- of copics of these guides and that

lthese books are being used by the
{cachcrs. '

| " Notebooks
NAPE should be revised, updaied so .

THEOQRY: Considcring that nole-
brooks particularly those for the lower
classes are harmiul to the learning of
English the government has banned
the publication of those upto class 8.
However, notebooks for classes 9 &

“10 and 11 & 12 are aliowed, which are

published by thc private publishing
houses. There arc.clcar government
orders that publishers must not force
students to buy any notebooks and
{hat any publisher booksclier doing.so

- will prosecuted.

Practice: What is actually bmng
done ahout this notcbook business is

“ really shocking to -many -teachers,

guardians and educationists. Nolc-.
books for classes 3-8 which are offi-
cally banned are produced under-

. pround and sold almost freely to the

students/guardians in the rural arcas.
Also it 1s found especially in the rural
arcas that textbooks. even the banned
ones. ~
Bazar notcbooks produced by the
comnrercially motivated  publishers,
which arc full of printing errors and
many othcr typcs of language: weak-

' nesses, alm only to pmwdc students

wih shortcuts to examinations, focus-
sing manly on translation work and
answers 10 guestion. As a result, they
turn the language learming excrciscs
tncorporatd in Lhe icxtbooks. useless
in class. Mence these books are
perhaps the most harmful hindrances
to the Iearning of English in Bang-
ladesh,

IIECOMMEHDATIDNS Ban on
producing notchooks for upto class H)

. should be imposcd and strictly foll-
" woed. The law enforcing authority in

cooperation with students, puardians
and the educated socicty must make
sur¢c that these notebooks are not
published and sold.

However. notcbooks for classes 1] ;'
and 12, written by the experienced |
teachers trained- in TEFL, and
aproved by NCTB my be allowed. A !
nolcbook thus prepared will be like

an extension of the language exerciscs

provided in a lestbok. 11 will also
provide additional information, cx-
planations of grammar points, diffi-
cult world, cic. needed for under-
standing of the text. (To Be Con-
tlinucd) :
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