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Fparamuunt 2 importance.

' and

~ that majority of

| - Education. reflect

‘f;. ]
'ACCESS 1o educahan an.t

training is a fundamental
right of the individual. . The
eXtent to Wwhich women are
able to effectively enjoy and

‘exercise “these rights seryes as

51gn1ﬁcant indication "of the
socio~economic and legal status
of women in the society. Tre-
contribution of research and
studies can help ip understa-
ding the-situation, pomnng 10
new, directions, and can: be 'of *

-g;...ij-lj

The Fouundation for Reseaich
on Educational  Planning and
Develnpment (FREPD) stauds
in an- anique situation = with

| 'publlcatlﬂns. focusing on wo.-

. men’s  education and related
~Jssues. Each one of the wo-
men-related.  studies, though

‘primarily based on secundar}'
~ sources

1s pioneering and is
expected - to  carry potentialy

for _considerations in policy -
changes,

programme planniug
) stimulating  further rese
arch.

There: is no den}’mg the fact
women re

main outside the rmlm of the
formal ‘education. tem.

Recent studies on ume-n 'S
that - a)
negligible-number of women has
vet attained literacy which -is

" retainable over.years: by illite-

racy rates are much. higher
among females; ¢) women cons
titute the ‘majority of illiterates
and school dropouts and iheir -
number is increasing; d) regi-
_onal imbalunces not only exist
a.mdng women,” improvement

“is minimum in the geographic
hEt'F.llf..-l._hﬂﬂ

- Shnmlm

”u

" been Juw-' £) there is acute

rural- urban imbalances; ).
* deviation fl'Dm the - ﬂther pha

male-female ratios - of enrol-
ment are 63: 37 in the primary
stage '75:25 . in hthe secondarv -
stage. and 81:19 in the uyniver= '
sities in 1982 (FREPD) 1983:
g) only 9 per “cent “primary "
schoo}  teachers (19682). and 2
per cent (}980) teachers in secon
dary schools were women; ¢ hi
nearlyy 60 per cent of’ pnmai‘b’
-age-gréup giris- numbering
million are¢ outside the furmal
education “system; i} = women
don’t participate in -yocational
educational’ programmmes which
are formal male-dominated
"and urban-centred,ﬂ i) Wﬂmﬂ“5
education, in most  steges
suffers because of the serious
lack of residential facilities;
i} over - half . of the organiza~
tions~ offering non-formal tral
ning programines for women are
iocated in three d1str1cts of the.
country; and-lj -only 4 per cent
~of non—formal programmes fm‘
women -offered  training
am'lmlture -and livestock.

-Beyond the dark walls of
facts and statistics one c¢an
discover concerted action, devi
sed policies - and  strategies
which have followed the recent -
eme é.crllg CONCEINs eﬁectmg

progres9. Female
enrulment has undouhtedly in-
creased in different stages in
wdddation (dgpecially in Pri-
mary Training Ipstitutes which
reflects massive increase).” but
* falls . far beluw the deslr&d
jevel.

Each one - of the ahave fm

dmgs relatéd to women’s Edur.-‘! |

u&.n -..:..n_e'-_"l'.... -

fiq

a lslam
'warrant .*dlismssiun Is the
educational.  scene ' only the

- ses. of women's life? Health is
- another aspect which indirecliy
- raflecys wdmen’s  inadequate
education. Existinpg data—base
does not reflect adequately that
matermty—related deaths . arc
_the prime cause -of wcrmens
" deaths -
mery in 15-34
to “child" bearing’ - < reason;  bj
Appmnmately 20,000 ~ women
annually die due to child ocear
mg act;-¢) 85 per cent of adult
women suffer due-to maternity
related mal-nutrition; d) Appro-—
ximately 10000 women die
every year due to indigencus
abortion; e) Death rates among

" fermnale child under 5 years old -

- is 3550 per cent higher com-

pared -to- male children, and
. S0 on. .
The. sm*enty “of data-gaps3

reflect  the dark side of ta®
society - where women are ex-
- pected to play their roles agai-
nst severe adverse circumstan-
ces. Among ‘the many phasas
-and faces of adversity tn“
prime hindering factor is tie
mass poverty which, although
affect both the sexes severely,
it js the women who become
doubly affected; first, because
‘of their -poverty and second
because of their expected role
and - status which affect their
health, nutrition and educa~
- tion, Poverty-stricken females
- have lesser chances of getting

. access to moderm formal edu-

Eﬂtlﬂn' -7
"CONCERNS -

e b

"The | l-lmiged

a} 27 per cent of wo-~.
Age—group die due

- of their

~ This informal learning at home
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[ rogramimes as reflected n

recent women's studies Jead

us to consider r.‘:ertaln realities: t ;, ,

a) The vast majority of women .
who live in  rural areas ‘are -i
born in poverty brought up in

poverty and
If pﬂvert}r is the biggest hin-
drance in realising the goais
of education, are tHe current
educational efforts adequate

enough to cope with our in-
creaging pauperisation which

is expected to deteriorate wo-
men’s fate even further? Re. _
cent studies {(Westergaard {:
1983) already point to a dev=-
juation of woren |
ging ‘marriage pattern resulting -
from increasing paupensatlﬂn
by Although vast majority of
women .stay outside the formal
school system this does nét
mean that they remain withouf -
education. Elaborate irformal
education procedures take care
socialization which
dictate their behaviour. Rural
women don’t stand -in vacuuin,
They are the vast reservoir of .
knowledge and skill which thev
utilize in then' day-to.day exis
tence. Their informal learning
teaches them how +to behave
in the crucial aspects of their
life for . instance in child

birth in post-partum etc.

provides women strength , 10
resist utilisation of many inter
ventions like furmai educatlm

All the recent studies demo .
nstrate vast.needs for apprecia
tion of the role of non-formal

‘education, which in the years
{‘.nnhmmd_._nnm "
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die in poverty. |7

due to chud {
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to come- {0 encompass 1
vast share m educational scene.
if this form of education hax
‘10 be of much success it must
be directed where need exisis

If non—formal education has
to take care of millions of un-
schooled children,
wise to remember that a femals
chiid is not merely a chijld like
her child brother,
into the reality of womanhoud
ibemg a child bride child wiie
*and 5 child mother,

'i Recént studies indicate .that

lglrls chances for attending
iformal primary education de-
teriorate - because of theu
jmothers’ muliiple pregnancies,
!':because the girl is . constantly

necded at home to take care

of children. As more .women

jment outside the househoid,
‘is expected to be further mint-
mised unless some exXira atten
tion is. paid to the situation:
This - situation is expected 10
arise because, in the ‘current
clrmmstances the type of
OFF-BARI’ empiﬁyment avat .
iahie 10 DOOr women is drud,
pery for a very low pay, and

there certainly is nothing hbe"
' rating for the women in ihis. -
This is especially the case in -
% The -
yel .
1982y show that it S -

rural works programmes,
l ew studies undertaken
{Marum

ing_.longer only the destitule
ugwnme.-n wha are forced to seck
cmplnyment outside,
'women from functionally land=
less huusehuids with  meagre
'male
-participating in
nmlnyment

BAR['

Recent studies raise issues ot _

su:;p—culturai determinants of

I:rartlr:matmn of pirls where wo

qen’s role  deserves attention

iThe- fact that woman dre: a).

submerged in roles: by integrally
involved in our . agricultusal

nomy but; o) this muitipil-
":1t}' of roles fail to cnter. ihe
ttathtzcal system, carry. im-

aense potentials for program}
pe building in the field of edu-

,Etlﬂﬂ
| FIRST

Some of these are:
¢ is Imperative :r.;

develop recognition to women's ;

economic And gocial contribu.-
gions in the society for-

"the adjacent viliages decide to

1go on strike for a substantial}

iperiod of time'? Our required
-essential food itemns like rice,

+DAL’  “GUR" ¢hicken, e¢g5.}
SMURI®  CHIRA' vegatab[ei i
Fand most of our road-sidcy

== prepared food items will simply |
4 vanish from the market. he|i
i stext—books and . educationn}|

_media programmes both of

which cwrrently suffer from
sevﬂre lack” of pasitive image
about women's role (Krippen-
dorf 8. 1977 will enrich them-

selves and go a long way iof

.

enhance women's ‘statu; iF

they attempt at dﬂflﬂpiﬂ"—" mes, |
t positive contribu-]

aages abou
tions of women’s role in - the!
society. 1

SECOND in mnsider!ng the

it would be -

she steps:

are encouraged to take employ .

the girls" scope for education

married |

income are mcreasm Is .

the !
inngrun -effect. Let us try to|
mnslder ‘what will Fappen o
our village ‘HAAT" if women: in |

———

Womcn s Education N

factor of women's role ajnne;
we come t0 realise that with

the introduction of mechams- .
ation, the principal sources. n;_
. income for rural women i3

thireatened. - Salahuddin (1939)
estimates that approximatoly
Q00 parttime employed women
‘and 64 full time emploved womien
may be displaced by one auto
matic rice mill.

develupment of vyocational cdu
. cation prozrammes for women
which will train them ta Jearn
the skills needed for being in-
corpeorated in the modern ia
buur process: Rice ‘husking
is a case in point. where experi-

- ments are bheing made SUCLOSS -

fully with WOMCTLTUA . WOmED
mangged -smail rice mills
Grameen- Bank Project snd
Asia Foundation Jmnliv

- THIRD, each of the econcomic
rﬂles that village “‘wWomen por-
formh .carry potentials for deve
-lopment of nonformal educanon
nruﬁrammes Grameen Bank
- experience suggests that siven
the minimum financial . SUppoOrt
and working know.how vyillaze
women are able to earn jncome
utilising their  existing skill
and knowledge which they have

learnt through informal educa.-

tion, needed for
their daily roles.’

FOURTH “whatevey the form
and magnitude, . the new- dirve
tion :must focus on the oro-

pestarming

ment of appropriate -technology
in order to reduce the burden
and drudgery that- poveriy.

stricken waimen face in thar

daily chores, ‘Programine sup-

port is needed to ﬂen*:r:,' and -

‘the  muchc-nesded

'dE"«_ﬁ-‘{JD
technigues which

time-saving

will release wemen's time and
energy for participation i vari
ed formal and non-formal edu-
C&[lﬂn '
‘tHern

-mata are only the things

This’ Message .
may lead to consideratiop of

by -
purposes,
. n1as to he drawn between diffe.’

gramme support for’ ‘develop—

. and unless we can

programmes aimed. at

T

ROLE OF RESEARCH : it
vesearch is for the benefit of
women it must respond 1o
the\pew needs of society and
bring out the truth for betiei
planning and policy appraisal.’,
Official statistics and’ rescarﬂﬁh_

2.
country decides io collect for
snecific purposes.

Mere exisience of research!
m:utuunns won't  guarante€]
substantial and meaninghul re
search on women unless thers
is clearcut perceptions about’
the whole .yange of problems

"and issues, Recent thrust for;

quantitative data at the wrtua};
exclusion of qualitative mfarma
{120 may pose z serious threat

to the uaefulness of “umenm
sindics for policy planning!
While the palance

rent methods used for procui-

. ing information to fit specific

needs ©of research, daty cnlim-‘l
'ilﬂj] nmcedum ztselt may be a
point of serious coticern. If{
research on women's aducation
has to be of muchk value . in!
the years to comé mde:pth;
-';tudles should occupy a central
role in future,

RtEEuI‘Ch and studies on wo-:
men’s education can only shﬁwi
the gaps and magnitude  of,
task involved and ean point tu!
some directions. Woimen’s
sducation -needs  much mm":!
than mere target.setting, Th:
implementation  aspect needs |
the role of an lndﬂnend::nt1
agency to oversee the whoig
status of women's education
and there lies our higgest eap
Currently, there is no mecna-
nism within  the . structure
which way are we poing? Or,
how well .are we doing? Uncil
Integrﬂte
this task, the '[JIG‘I'.IS hope of :
accelerating women's education |
will not materialise to a signi.
ficant _extent.
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