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“This world is a man‘s ¢radie Ro
cked by a woman’'s hands”, |
These are the words of a wo

man who has’eyeg hut she is

blind to her own rights as God's
.divine creations. QOn our realiza
tion for knowledge for mahkind
why does the term Literacy for
women come as a sp=cific reali-
zalion? | : :
That is because women are the
long oppressed -and ‘peglecied sex
Socially, ecohomically ‘wnd politi
-¢afly they have been facing unjust
degracation They have heeu rob
bed of their rightful piace beside
their brethren men, Women ‘have
been plaved with as wmere sex
. $ools. That -has lasied aliggether
i oo long. S
- Literacy for women means the
vaice of freedom They have
been under darkness for long
Literacy will show the path of
“light, ‘'it-'will opén forth the door
to 'a healthier and fruitful life
* An exisiance be it men or does
Human being is" measured by his
acls. .The myths concerning wo
~men for herth and home are no
i way a vocation anymore than sla
very is to the slave. Let women
come forth with the light of know
ledee, .to recogmiise her rights - in
thig twentieth céntury of human
- «ompetition of human ntelligence
Knowledge is for God Knowled
ge gives us the power to undeis
tand the mystery and meaning of
the inper life and guard ourselves
against falseness

PROPER UTILIZATION OF
: MANPOWER, ‘
Women _have jalways been the
y scapegoats or any period of econe

mic decline. Only 3% of the uni
L versity chairs in Great Britain and
B.70/ -in France,are held hy wo-
men. According o a recent report

of. the .Europeapi Parliament of
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the EEC countries between 1870
and 1972 unemployment among
men have doubled but with wo
men ils eight fold. In Denmark
which ranks fust in - terms of
female representation at-all levels
of government men outnumber
women Inur to one

The real way leading to ‘the

emancipation of women is their

cconomic freedom It depends
largely in spread of edycation
emong women _Dav bv dav wo

men are becoming harder oppres In

scd ancially and sociaily. The
women's target shoufd be to in
ferest themselves in sigger eamn
g programmes (o lessen ccono
mi¢ hardships. .. L

The participation of women is
essential in the pational ‘devejop
ment efforts in every country
whether developed or developing.
As a matter of fact any endeavour
will remain lincomptete that is
almost half the population in any
country The first step for awa
kening the woman for participa
tion in nativnal  development
should be to make arrangements
for making them literate in the
general sense of the term.

In 2 country like Bangladesh
women are inore downtrodden.
The overall percentage of litera
Ly is about 22 4, separate statis
tics for women will get the fig
iure fower, In this country where
the huge population growth is
W e problem the utilization
of manpower is definitely one
of the prerequisites of national
development  Providing the mt
mmyyn of literacy and engaging

the wornehi in the mnational wor .

King force is better for the less
éening of economic  hardships
Even a knowldge of smali tech
nical-know-haw could create job
apporfunitics for women in small
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and cottage indusiries. Wery few
women have independant income
of their own. Therefore females
in Bangladésh 64% . have dependan
Cv. rate than the male which Is
31% In this, regard Korea shows

a better trend 36 2 per cent

of the total working force are
women. Most of them re simpie
labourers,

LITERACY WOMEN AND THE
- FAMILY
“Mother dear, youre wonderful
everything you do A
The happiness of family life
Depends so much on vou ?*
The family is an jnstitution in
fact the first step of building
thﬂ‘- society: Women ss the sym
Cofical termn  of “Mother' plays.
a great rqle inside the family phy
s10logically. .emotionally and intell
ectually. The mother maintains
her familv' as she looks after
the childrg:n -and runs the house
hofd It is again ‘the housewifo
who determines the food to be

distributed, and accounts which

must be balanced for a healthy
and wellimantained family bud
get. Inside .the family as the wo
man nplays the role or 2 mother
and housekeeper the need lur
a basic literacy is essential if
One wants a happy and healthy
family ‘The mother on her part
should have a basic knowledge
of food-valué and the nutrittonal
needs ot her family memoers
She has a precise knowfedge of
the amount she could afford to
spend in her different aouse- hold
accaumts

An illiterate ﬁmther_ is igporant

of the nutritional support of her

familvy The result of ill feeding
may be unhealthy children, contin
sous ill health etc. The family
budget of a iiliterate women is
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always not balanced, far from be:

ing a wise one :
TOWARDS A BREAK THRO
1 Ch.

'UGH

The women who stav at home
are <asily trapped Most fack
the courage and know-how to
break through. They stay in
their cages, quiet and desperate
working out unhappy compromi
ses with their spouses very of
ten battling for vosition or givi
ing in and taking gz beating
Thes¢ working<class women are.
perhaps the moaost deprived large
group of the society and the most
estranged from what is vital in
the worid.

Yet when this vaged in house
‘wide useés har inte{ligence and
education she is far better off
When she gets out of the house
takes on a ojib and indepen
dence. Finding a way into the
outside world coma as a break,
to - the -confined world..
She learns to live, to come onto
her own Of course it's nhot an

easy path. It meang facing the

usual female diemma and the pall
of dual roles wife apd money
earner. Although it is a heavier’

load of responsibifities but its
worth it Jobs mean freedom,
independence, excitement and a
life of her own It means free
dom from €conomic or s€X Supres
sion. As the woman of home
helps the: male sicde by side finan
ciallv' she is on route to the equa.
Jity for men and women as a3
working force The mother who
helps her famitly finacially side
bv side ac she runs the house

hetps ithe fidancial whes run
- more smoothlvy, '

thus ensuring
a better economy for the family
and g prospective future,

Specially in Bangladesh where
the population .growth is a maijor
hindrance on the path of develop
ment efforts the concept of a well
tanned family is hard to he spr
¢ad among the ilfiterate neopie
These ilicterate people are super
stitous and ignorant They have

more children than they could
provide for. The frequent child
birth leads to health hazards for
the mother and the child Spr
sad of litgracy to a minimum
standard is essentia] to make the

family planning programmes eff~
ective specially in the rural sedc -

tors,
. . To _be Continue 7
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