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- female education

Salma Khan

' The most determined effoct
t of the Government -regarding
women’s integration in the deve-
lopment process is pronounced
in the education policy which
. Bays, “'determined efforts are to
" bo made to provide expanded
opportunities to women at all
' levels of education to bring
' them at par with men,

1 The Second Five Year Plan
+ clealsy indicates the relation

betwosn status of women and
' educstion § and envisages ad-

equate stepato be taken to
f provide int¢reased educational
«faciliti}as for women to remove
- the imbalances in (i} enrolment
, (ii) dropout rate and (iii) urbao

tural gap between the sexcs
;rhich aré to. be narrowed
own.

It was further indicated io
the SFYP that in the process of
. implementation of the program-
mes, priority would be given to
cater to the needs of the women
. io the rural arcas and measures
will be taken to recruit more
women [teachers (o ensure
~ retention of girls jo schools.

The effort started during the

First Five Year Plan (1973.78)

to develap & comprehensive and

 cobesive plan suited o the needs

of both men  and womien for

which specific  strategion wero
Iﬁw{ '

. Female education will be
given particular attention with

the objective of turning out teac.
- boers for the and $5con-
ﬂlﬂ .Chﬁﬂll- )

To *implmant the above
policies,’ general scholarship
sch , feservation of 400, of

the scholarship and stipends for
girls, ‘reservation of 407% seats
for female primary teschers
to fulfill the much publicised
policy | of filing 5%0° of the
vacant posts of primary teachers
- by females, etc. were undertaken,

At the implementation leve! -
the success * has been rather
meagre compared to the policies
adopted for expeasion of famsle
education. According to 1974
cemu?. 88.8%, females had no
lch!un‘!;ing compared to 62.83%
males.

In other words, only 15.4%

, (1,01 million) ‘and 25.8% (1.08)
million females of 5.9 and
10-14 years respectively attendod
school. In 1981 this figure rose
to _20.2% (140 million) and
28,174 (1.22 miliion) respectively.
»uoent to this in 1984 the
enroiment of girls at primary
e
s ot st rema- -

. ins lower than boya (79.9%). -

At the sesondary leve!, how-
:::r lltzln female -enlrol meant at the
me time was only balf {(13.7°
compared to male (27°4). A

So we seo that onthe ons
hand, primary age group parti-
glpalfoq rate for girls shows an
ncraasing trend and the increase.
bas beeo nearly three times, On
the other hand, out of school
female population remalved
mwofe than double (43%)

- compared to male (20°)) of ths
Same age group. .

Aﬁothat factor which nﬂ'eci
the femals participation rate is
?;{:manﬂ-urtu;llm:?hialam in en-

which is significantl
lower for rural !‘matagfl d

_Though facilities for pria
maty and secondary education
has appreciately expanded with
provisions of extra ioputs like
seat reservation, female schoiar.
ship schemes, etc, absznce of
scparate schools for girls remai.
compared to 30.19, decline in
male dropouts,

ned a major contributing factor
for lower female enrolment.

“To bring a balance between
male-female emrolmant, reten-
tion of female etudents at school
soeas to be & major problem.

Availabla statistica show.
that percentage of female drop-
outs at primary stage from

t
1950-65 declined by 20.3 only
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This is graduaily i
the gap betweon mate-femalo

ratio out of achoo! children which

oras quite close in 1930 (86.477,
male acd 89.31% female).

All these indicate that
female education is less correla-
tive with increased physical
facilities acd more depsadent
on material incentives and pre-
sence of female teachersin
schools which was not realized
by the policy makers.

Another important reason for
lower participation is that start-
ing from primary te higher edu.
cation planning, the nead of the
society in general and women in
particular was not considerad,

The importance of non-for-
ma) education for female popa.
lation who bave 20 far remained
outside tho formal education
sysiem was totally overlooked
a9 part of the education policy.

During 1973.81 the share of
recurrent axpenditute on educa.
tion has declined from 15.5% to
13.10%4{. Theto is also inconsis-
tency and imbalance in jocreas-
ing government support of hig-
her education at the cost of pri-.
maty education.

Again, the government ox.

penditure in primary education

decteased fromy 17.9%, FFRYP
(1973-78) to 13.22% in Two Year
Approach Plan {(1978-80). -

. The SFYP, howevar, shows
a considerable increase in this
Bgzure t0 41.07,. The reason for

wide gap betwoen plan target and
actual performances over the years

was stated in the SFYP as due

. to *the pressure from the urban
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middle class for diversion of
funds in favour of higher educa. -

- tion, as & rasult . . . educational

development could not bring
about equality - of opportunity
2% onvisaged”.,

l Oane, however, f1ils to uﬁder;
stand how at the implementati-
on level the national machinery

could bs yielded to make a major

deparfure from the {undamental
commilments;
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attention w

. ties female students

Consequential to Gosncial
coastraints, the poor quality of
education offered at primary
level is also a major cause of
non-ratention of students,

The education policy not
only neglected the sosietal needs
in attaching priotity to the level
and typs of edocation but no
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quality of available education.
Annual operating cost incurred
par studsnt at the pcimary level

. in 1981-82 was Tk. 140 as

against Tk. 13,150 for a8 uaiver-
sity studeat which adequately

illusteates the npeglect shown
toward the quality of basic edu-
cation 20.

Apother noticeable lapse in
our education aeystem - is gross

- neglect of sclence and technical
1 edueation, though like alt pre.

vious plans, the SFYP education

-poticy also indicates *“....prono-
“gneed - bias - in  favour

of

science and technology at
ali leveis of edocation and
introdoction of professional
course at higher levels,© *21.

The plan  also aimed at
developing atleast one girls
high school in every thana
with scieacse  and erafi
courss to encourage technical
education for girls, but the intont
was limited in declaration oaly.,

.However, in reality the cause
of 8 near stagnation situation in
the field of technical educstion
{only 4, increase {rom. 1980 %0
1983} can  be attcibuted to a
sharp decline in expenditars
on technical education from
747, in TYP to a meagre 2.9%;
in SFYP.

If we now turn our atlention
to _urban edocation, however, a
noticeable change is observed in
fomale participation.

Unlike primary level the
enrolment of femals students in
college level has doubled during
the period 1973-80, though they

constitute only 10%,cf the college

population, and in the universi-
comprise
18 of the total, sigoificantly
onough, womendo gnot have
access to higher positioned jobs
to that proportion.

It is an unrolenting fact
that impraved educationa!
standard of women ars not
matched by the guality of work
available 'to them. This shows
that even after having ‘equat
opportunity’ women in Bangla-

desh do not have equal access to

opportanities provided by th
state, 7 e
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Lastly, one must bearir
mind that financial anpd physi
cal facilitiss’ alone cap never
make a dent unless the sociai
atpect  of thes problem  is ool
considered, -

Female participation is
scveraly restricted by negative
attitude of the  society towards
female education. This needs
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mobilization of publio -opinioa
and creating an awareness

among women about the value

of education.
The efforts of women*s 3ccio-

political groups are very sigrifi-

- cant io this respect  than any

government machinery., S.A.

adir’s study conducted in 23
villages of 10 unicas also bears
out that daspite deeprootsd
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poverty, whers female educa. |

tion appesared to have entered
the norm of the village, even
pooror homes were sending their
children to school 23,

Due to policy gaps aad poor
implementation at  field levels,
femals literacy rate at the (ag
end of the SFYP still remains
half of that to male and our
woman are far from the thresh.
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old of educational development; .
so &3 to have an impact felt upon
4

. their socio-economic status.




