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| When we judge ourselves and
I look at our own cconomy we ¢an
. . 4 v .

1 casily say we could have aclueved
much more for our people than
we have done so far, We have
devoted our time more for smalier
and peripheral pohitics than 1o the
real development. Not much
clfort-has been made by the
political leadership of any party
to concentrale on the real, 1ssues
confronting the nation. The
issues like sclf-orgamsation or
sell-reconstruction or communily
responsibilily neither on the parl
of the leaders nor on the part of
people who intend 10 do goud o
others, has ever come up for any

mutual diswuste profound in
traditiena] democratic parues
produce only collecuve
irresponsibility and  when
cmonoen creates cuphoria for
dembcracy or rale of law,vthe
maxium they achieve 15 a
disorguanised democratic system
H.. WJ _..ﬁ_uu: 0 . .
Fetdid” responsibility 'withvaiV
complextity and resouree scarcity,
do not help the politcal leaders o
evenn achicve the minimum of
cxpectations, nol W speak of
addressing any major 1ssues of
r¢al developiment
d__ Mankind has {aced this ssuc of
inner struggle throughout the
history. And this 1ssuc will
conunue 0 be there more in
developing - society  where
underdevelopment prevails in a
more acute form. In a deprived
soviely, eapeclations are always
high, whereas the real pohucal
“ability is too limiled to contain
them. The polincians make-oult
‘promiscs which - they cannot
fulfill and this tends W creale a
(urther distance between Lhose

serious discussions or debate. The

who rule and those who are ruled.
The clement of distrust deepens
and-confhicts get sharpencd. Due

tw underdevelopment people wend.

to grow unrealistic aspirations
which lead to creaic more
(rustration at the end because of
the diswance that exists between
__:—E ancd reahity. -

The two realities which loom

large {or the entire nathion are thé
population and education. Since
last grow'th 18 essential to shorlen

Vel Oned divpowent theie s period; of 4tr angiian, and

s

4 dctclopment entails™s cdnelypt of

tutality, growth cannot be
achieved al Lhe desired rate
without addressing these two vitil
issucs, Growth s directly 1inkd
with population and education
specially  in the context of
Bangladsh ¢conomy.

Bangladesh has. a population
growih ratc of approximaicly
2.2%. 1t began with more than
3% in 1971, Although there has
been some decline 1n o the
pereentage buil not n cterms of
actuyl children born now and the
success 18 o hiltle in view of
wluit has been spent on i, and the
nuniber of people work (or i I
the growth rale conunues as il s
by the end of the cenwrd, the
population wiil be somewhere
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between 150 10 160 milbon.
With the concomitant inerease .
the Jandlessness,  discases,
malnutrion, hteracy and mass
poverty, the impact of nay
growth m-cconomice terms, say il
1L remains around 49% will be
. nrarginal and the total resull will
be a negative prowth, Every
government talks about i1, spends
lot of -moncy but aclieves very
Lintle. The main reason of this
non-progress is oo much rehance
“ o bareaucracy and  foreign
® NGOSs. Tuis gerreratly tiken as a
social programme with very hitde
_actual political commitmennt.
‘Whercas povulation is an
ccononic problem and hence the
solution hes in the political
dispensation, It-has to be taken as
a political issue, a national cause
of highest priority. ‘Only policy
" planuing and a framework 1s nol
going 1o help, Ull there 1s a total
political commitment [rom top o
the grassroots with active
participation of people of il
walks of 1ife. It has w be a truly”
socio-paolitical movement o
provide an opportunity’ Tor
participation by all levels of
lcadership. Political parties do
spend a lot of tme on trivial
matlers “but hardly cengage n
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. F
—

- andeducation

Moudud _Eﬁﬁmm , .

socio-ceonomic programme, The
party-workers, particularly at the
ground level don't have any work”
1w do  hrougout the year
excepting holding occasional
mectngs and receptions for
leaders visiting the drea. This s
what they call programmes. The -
party as such, for that matter uo
political parly, has any socio-
ccotiomic programme, stuch as
population control "or  mass
cducation, ol 115 own to help o
resadre wanny basic Ecdﬁﬂ in
sodely. T ihey had done ey
caulet have dore immense good
not only 1o the nation bul 1o
themselves ax welll TE could help
them o ddentity themselves with
the people more closely and enjoy
their wust and confdence. In a
situation like this, the course of
pulitics and development would
have taken o difTerent turn to lead
the nation owards a belter
progress. It is not the individual
responstlity alone that can ensure
mass parlicipation. A commutily
responsiblity emerged under 2

¢

polincal programme can prove 1o

be of greater importance. With a
full _ national  ellory,  the
populuation growth rate has 1o

come down to 1% by the end of

1996 and o .5%: by the end of

ll.l

'he real 1ssues : po At101N | Sosum
| | ! ® _ . , oo Education will play @ vitnlly

‘the céntury 1o make the country

cconomically viable. o
‘Education 1s  uas. much
nuportant as- populatton. As a

national 1ssue, 1118 even more

Tmportant as it carries more

multi-dimensional - s0¢i0+
cconomic beneflits. The man we
are looking for, the man who will
help in building the nation, n.
achicving a Wil developiment,
an emergee only  through
knowledge. His inner strength and
s be articulated onld

F

wbiliy gt riiculaied only on. A
I ,_x__h_n_;w: WSS E oT Giiéaicd. 14 for growih and.d

power - of  productivity
improves af he

s

immediately

knows how to apply: his mnd -

reasonibly at a given situation, It
transforms his mind and bady to
change the wotal perspective ol

life.He acquires a new Kind ol

awareness o asscrt his position
in sociely, he moves  from
darkness to enfighienment, from
the state of underdevelopment o a
state of sustainable progress. [ts
not the degree of ecducation -he
gets hut the mrere fuct that he has
¢ right” o, education, . that
cducation is open for him, that he

can’ go 104 s¢hool 1o share and

‘beliave, W intract and discipline

his mind, is more important.-He

can then ﬁ:..m..:za his interest'in a

Realization  for

o I B * rmry

society of endless nxﬁ_::g:w:.
He will ledarn o react 1O any
_._.._.,.m_.::_.m:._._. ﬁ.._.n.—mﬂzm,—.._ O mﬁ_n:: 5_“.
cconomic. He can stund on _:_._.“ |
own. Education is therefore the *

make any .
P Fam e
warcness i

imporlant role to
Camily planning  pro
- successful, Individual 4
of utmost _.zzﬁ..:‘_,mnnn in
o accept 4
hind [amily

1y
mducing 4 _rw,mﬁﬂ
programme of the M ot
ﬂ:h:w_:um demands. Withoul .wn:;.u_
realization and self ,E.Em_,:_.__r_ﬁ._,_.._.w
plan dealing with ﬁnE::E. b
cannot achicve much suceess:
. commumnity
comniunmty

..- N L] . - R Gq .
_“.E._..r:rz:qu_ mmnn:&

responsibiity, EE.n:. 15 essoel] ]
o make any mcn:,.?_u..,;._:”n,_
Cimpact ol - any :E.ﬂ..nm_
programme, wili help reduc!

the population growth rate. :
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But again, sad as 1118, the w_ﬂw# ,
:_,.._na_,_nn;.:._m_:n L_w_

L3

Wik _ rianl
situation. A sulyject, 50 :.mﬁﬂﬁﬂ_.ﬁ -
:.,.nr_.ﬁ_:nk._._,_.._# e
matter of {act,. for the W 18

(uture of the . nation; is 10 the
most  pathetic. conditron.
Politicians and burcaucratsd have
both *failed in E::nnpm::.m‘.hw
importance. They have all 1

about it but none hasyeally t
it up seriously [rom a :m.,gaﬁ
urgency point of view: VT

painful of all is thal there -w.HM
national policy on nn_:nﬂ_.u.:,._,
Allempls have been .._EQ..H,._,E
(rame  policies, hgh _.—F.ﬁﬂ_.
commillees huve U_r..n_._
, nw_...:.._...":_r:—n_P Teports have .n.w.” n_w_
suhmitled: but duc o f__“.,ﬂ o

consensus or determinatic
w._..._:._.:._i;..mu_b.:..Q. on cduc:it
‘could be evolved o put
opreration. o



