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,'IF education. equips one for a .-
| ALbetter life— greater ability to.earn
-an:income.. feed cne’s-family. fight
. for one’s rights. get on in the world—
| then women. are losing Sut “early in-
| the game by not getting much or any
{ schooling.. -~ -~ = o
§ .. Figures tell the story. At least in
| ‘Asta. considerably more boys than
girs go.to school and stay there.
Data on gross enrolment rates in.
| ‘nine countries inTthe *region’ show
_that at the first level of eduction,
boys outnumber giris by as high as 98
 perceritage points or at an average of

33 percentage points in 1982.

~ Reviewed by the United Nations

. Educateoal . Scientific- and - Culturaf
Organisation (UNESCO) for enrol-’
ment data. were Afghanistan, Bang- -
| ladesh. Bhutan. China. India, Nepal, -
Pakistan Papua ‘'Newguinea and
i Thailand. ' .

- (The gross -enrolmeént ratio for a .
level of education was obtained by
dividing to-total enrolment. regard-
less of age, by the population which -
according to national regulations
should be enrolled at that level.)
1t was only in" Thailand where

F

enrolment rates were high for-both :
- boys and girls. ‘Rates for boys and

. ™

girls were 98 percent and 93 percent; -
respectively. in Thailand, while these -
were 127 per cent and 104 per cerit,
respectively, in"China. - .

~ The biggest disparity was found in
Nepal. at 141 per cent gross_enrol-
ment for boys gnd 43 ‘per ‘cent for,
giris: A e ‘

« Figures for the other countries are

as follows: Afghanistan, 57 per cent.

gross enrolment rates for males and
14 per cent for females, Bangladesh,
78 per cent and-12 per cent, Bhutan,
19 per cent and. 10 per cent. Tndia,
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" .where large numbers of children are®

‘who are .even more deprived. -

primary age ,school. girls was 24.7 -7 the end of primary education and to }

in .educational opportunity -is the
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100 per- cent and 70 pér cent, Pakis- . in Nepal, - and between 30 and 40
tan, 8! per cent and 33/per cent, and x- percent i Afghanistan; Bangladesh,
‘Papua New Guinea, 73 per ce B
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| nt and :3Bhutan?iIndia and ‘Pakistan.- |
58 per-cent. - o T Also T despite  improved - enrole-
« - One thing is apparent. In countries rzment[rtes in’recent years, the gap | -
' f-.ibetween;the enrolment of the sexes |
girls 7 has widaned since 1970 in Afghanis- |
. ~ytan¥Nepal ; and ; Pakistan.” This: 1S
. The .UNESCO ‘report ..also . because increases in the participation
gathered data showing how the -en- ~rates”of . boys have been higher, .3 *
rolment rates cold be even lower if zsLhe ¥’ concept - of - educational i
€xample. the parti¢ipation rate of ' to schools, toretention in schools till{ -

unable to go to-school, it'is the )

based on specific age groups.. For . opportunity extends beyond access

I
-
F R

comes; or - educational achieve-| °

o

percent. in Bangladesh and 51.1 pér-- jiﬁlt €S 0l -attonal  acr
cent in India in 1982. ~{_ment,’" the ‘report noted.Based on} .
In contrast, “alsmost all boys of *~1382 figures, the meeting found that |
cofresponding age are now enrolled - of the girls who enrol in the primary ; -
in India and Nepa!, said the repor:. = level Tonly 19.9 percent in Bhutan.zl,l. :
Further illustrating the inéquality -3/ per cent in Bangladesh, 27 per cent i
~in Nepal and 33.8 per cent in India
total primary school enrolment. in - _ﬁisghﬁfi“ﬂl:'gfﬂdﬁ: T
which girls composed only 28 percent - s v Depthnews.:|
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