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*"Everything IS prepared in the

Large tun-
needles
a series of
are position-

physics laboratory.
g forks, Knitting
varving "sizes, and
oscillation slicets
ed in front of an
linked .with 3 microscope.
On’a’table nearby there’s an
21r pump and a siren, and a
tew music instruments are
Janging on the wall, including
a triangle 5¢t, a gong and a
Xylaphone, :

After the school bell
'eig!':t_l_schnﬂlgirls and
schoolboys take their seats in
the laboratory

The latter immediately tirm’
their attention to the devices
Set up, Whereas the girls start
chatting until
esin: ¢ - - . |

This behavioural ‘pattern re-
curs during the lesgn, the boys.
actively involved in the experi-
ment, the girls reserved - obser-
vers. i |
TWo weceks later 'in the same
physics laboratory. This  time

a differeat scenario.
The. girls are 'on their own

this time, since the boys have
been aliowed to miss the phy-
sics lesson to take part in a

football tournament. o
In the absence of the boys

rings

the téacher com-

osciilloscope

seven

. -

rescarch into the efficiency of
- coeducation following 'its intro-
- duction,

. ~This is surprising in view

i

of the original misgivings about -

miXed education.

. In 1830 the German anti-
cceducationalist E. W F. Eber-
hard justified his rejection: of
Ahis systern’” in 4 publication

efititled “The Character of the
~exes . and National Ability.” .

* The Dortmund research team . .
- came from these schoaols.

Kanermann-Walter
and

re

Jacqueline
Maria-Anna " Kreienbaum .
Sigrid Metz-Gockel,  which

tently came up with a devastat

‘g appraisal of . coeducation,

‘was also confronted by this to-

pic- by chance, -

- » h
All the three researchers ori-
ginally wanted to do was 1o
conduct an analvsis of the stu-

- ¢ents of Chemistry and Infor.

the, girls become more actively

wmvolved in practical eXperi-

mentation® and are surprised

mﬂilsi:uirér at the end of the

lesson that physics can be fun, !

One schoolgirl  ‘admits
sheinever realised how much
this subject could. appeal to
herg '

marks: “it's amazing what the.
girl§ can accomplish.”

that

:
And the physics fteacher .ré-’{

This ahacperience was ap:

parently a” totally uneXpecied |

albeit no longer isulat_cq one,

' 'Numerous - ‘teachers have
been forced to admit during
recemt years :that the joint, tea-

ching of boys.and girls, coedu;}
adverse ef-"
I X :J“T?'r -

i

CE}tiﬂn, often hq.s ‘adv,
tects on’the girls. o
. This obsgervation was more
or less mnade by chance, since

jnation Studies in Dormund.
During their rescarch they

[ more or less,”by chance” noti-

ced_the high percentage share

L

in the Germanspeaking countri- |
€5 ﬁ_t luqst thure was no serlqus _A

cy.
-, What' do these

" -the

_"'_'._F-.__h_EI‘_—-'I_-I—

~ Report by ‘Women says. ~
ucation handicaps girls :

YVONNE-DENISE KOCHL!

of girls who  had come from
girls’ schools among the fe-
male students of these two sub
Jects. * ‘ .
Even thoiugh girls’ schools in
the Federal Republic of Ger-
many only accont for a good
ten per cent  of girls taking
their ‘schaol-leaving- ang uni-
versity entrance Qualification
€Xams 36 per cent of the girls
studving -Chemistry and Infor-
mation Studies -in  Dortmund

Control. tests at the universi

ties of Aacheq and -‘Paderborn.

confirmed this

-

ratio discrepan.
findings jndi.
cate? Isn't the high bercentage

~share of girls studving natural

sciences subjects simply due to
social background of  the
schoolgirls 3t girls grammar
schouls? The reséarch team dis
misses this any such claim:
“In our survey there is no
such “elite bonus” with:respect

e —

" to the social backgroun

vq_l-“ -l & ule i il
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or.
the female students -of Infor-
mation Studies and Chemistry
who come from girls’ schools.”

Research findings from. the
USA substantiate the findings
in Dormund to an almost alar-

ming eXtent.

Elizabeth Tidball from the
Geovge Washington University.
and Alexander W. Astin . from
the University of California
discovered that the number of
dissertations written by women

N natural sciences subjects at:
the Women's Colleges  which

- admitted men after 1972 had

decreased by 25 per cent over
a period of ten vears. = - r

They "also showed that three
limes as many female natural

- Scientists come from Women's

Lclleges than from miXed col-.

dcges.

The men turneq out to be
the big beneficiaries of - the

Cocducating system. - .
. - - S ey A




