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Dr Asha Mahdi Ht.ssain is 0o
more with us. Buf“his jdeals
and ideas would make him -il-
mortal. He -was unforgeitable, -
becaus¢ of his  selfless’~service-,

to . hig community. -His" -cofitri-
. pies heaped upon the memory
of Muslim rule.” Their ha :
tor the Muslim rule’ touched the
“Neart. of Agha

. hutions to the cause of léarning
particularly in the-field of his+
 tgrical tesearch are valuable
. treasure for the students of his-
. 10TV as well as to ueneral rea

y d

Auha Mahd1 Hussainy was

nn& Df the few. distinguished

; 5 ~holars -aud reputed historians
! of . the Sut.continent, Devutlnn_
iand dedication to learning were.

the salient features of -hjs c<ha-
_racter, Mis constant thought of -
life was fto bring into light facts
" about, the Muslim rulers of the

. sSub-cOntinent, To him  ~ ‘there

 gan be no greater sérvice um

" historical research than the re-

. writing of the historv of medie-

val India with a view to re-

moving the misunderstandings

. -that--ape still bemz perpetrated.

. Born in 18938 in a respectable

! ' Muslim family of Delhi, - Agha
* Mahdi Hussain _son. of Late Ha.
. meem Ahmed Raza, started his
early education in a local
- school. ' He completed his secon-
darv education in his native
c'ty. He took his B.A. degree
vith _hpnours in Persian frofm
} the Puniab University in 1918

- and obtained his M.A. degreo

in History from the same Unt

versity in 1219, Aftf-r ccmplet.

- 1pg his Unlversity * education’
Atgha Mnhdi Hussain began his

teaching - career 45 an assistam
. Prufesso" of Thistorv at Agra-
- College in 1920, But his thirst

' tor knowledge eonld not confine

' him there for a loneg -time. He

. left for London in 1933 for re-

cearch vorks. He had a special

. attraction for historv. He wan-

. ted to ~lace the past glory of

the Mu:lims and the true pIc.

ture of their rulers before the

world. The European hisicrians

have tarnished the characters of

r
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the Muslim_rulers Tor their uwn
. dnoterest.
~scholarg’
_.seps of the Buropean scholars

Many of the Hind®
“followed in the foot.

and reveated purrol-like and
with great relish all the calum.

Mahdi Hussain
very deeply -and ‘made him res:-

lass - to . refife’. the "actual his-

tory of "the. Indian Muslims.
Accordine to. Agha Mahd; Hu-
ssain “Mubammad bin Tughlug

15 vperhavs the.fngst . impdrtant

of all the Muslm fulers i1n In-
dia and ' certainly’ ong .of tha
most grossly mlsunderﬂmd

.- Some sav ‘he was a mad n.ll&l; ‘
. most learned and- acéomplizhed..

end’ others say :'heé”

The character - of Miuhammad

bin Tugiug influencéd the. mind

ot ‘Agha Mahdi. Hussain greatly
He ran to the famous Um\rersl

.of London and engaged him

in- research works on Muham-
mad bin Tuglug. The result of
his research work was ‘the Rise

and Fal of Muhammad bin Tug- -
fogq’ for which he obtained his

Ph. D. degree in 1935. His ana-
ivtical review of Muhammad bin
I'uglua opened the eves of the
pretudiced . chroniclers and his-
torians. This unique research

" tn the historv of medieval Indla
created a great sensation {hrou.
“ghout the world. The most con-

troversial character in history
has been nut :on a proper piace
and the misunderstanding about
the great ruler has been remov-

-ed bv the unchallangeable works

of Dr. Agla Mahdi Hussain. In
1936 he was again awarded a
dnﬂ'tnrﬂte by the University o
Paris for hig published thes‘t-
entitled ‘Le Gouverment de Sul.
tanat le Delhi! It ‘was no small
credit for Dr Mahdi Hussain to
get twp doctorates in two con-
seCutive vears, |

On comine back from abroad

- Dr. Agra Mahdi Hussain again

- nate of Delhi’
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“-‘j‘

started his teachmn career at
Agra Cojlege arg continued
this iob till he itoined the Calc-}
utta University in the Depart-
ment of Islamic - History and
Culture in 1944. He spent nearly |

23 vears in this University and|

it was here I had the fortune

to come in close contact wiilh
him i 1945 as a student, 1
impressed and |
nality !

was very much
wfiuenced by hig - Df:rsu
and emdltmn He was

ledge and had a wide range of
research in the field of history.
His love for Islam and the Mus-
lims knew no bounds and he
tuspired his pupils 10 know and

" live in accordance with the te-

hets of Islam .. .
" Besigles Urdu. his mother
toigue Dr. Agha Mahdi Hus-

’ sain had masterv over eight lan-

guages pamely; Arabic, Persian,
Enelish- French German Sans
knit Hindi and -Beneali. These
languages helped bim
and coiroborage facts with ease

and. accuracy. During the tenu-

re of his sepvice mm the Cal-
cutta University Dr
di Hussain learnt Bengali and
later in life wrote a voCk nam.
ed’' Itihasher' Gulpo' (published
bv Bangla Acade;nv) in Bengall.
He had to his credit a large
aumber of :ucholarlv and autho-}
ritative publications of which
“The Rise and Full of Muham-
mad bin Tuluq’. The Suitan..
(in French). Hin-
du-Musiim Problems’ ‘Cultural

Aspects of indolrantan Cone
nt Ibn Batuta',

tacts ‘Rehals
Bahadur Shah Ii* angd ‘Tughlug
Dvnastv' d
tian. FUTU-US.SALATIN is
angther remarkatbte book of Dr.
A.M. Hussain. It 1= a voetical
historv composed during the'
lifetime of Mubammad bin Tugh,
lua bv Isami and dedicated tﬂ
Sultan Alauddin Hasan founder
of ths Rahmani Dvnasty 3 I
{Contintied on page 6)
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| " bel agalnst Emperor Muharfo.

|

deepiy
ebsorbed in the pursuit nf know..

Aghia Mah-

(Gonhnueﬁ trom “page’ 8. {

mad bin Tughluw. Futuh-us:Sa.

" latin is an importal, source af

infortnation not only for the.
_history of Muhammad bin Tugh-
Ita but also for shat of Medier

val Inaia upto 1339 A.D. D¥. |

Mahd; Hussain has translated
this important source of early
Medieval Jaaian - History with a

commentAry. This iearned comj~v*
mentary is verv useful for the |«

students and general readers
In 1870 Dr. Agha Mahdi Hus-

sain caime to the then East -Pak-.

| fimament and.in fﬂct tﬂl the last

istan, He jdined the Dacea Unp-
versity in the Department ot
Islamic History and Culture as.

8. supérnumerary. professor m |

1971 and continueg this service
til Jaquary, 1975. He was then
awarded a fellowship bv the
University Grants Cummlssmu
for research works which he

continued till 1977. Scholar
minded as he was Dr. Vi

_ Mahdi
ussain continueéd his pursuit
I knowledge even after his re.
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collage {

special men- ¢




