|

L. . gy T
me Banc'1desh Times

The peqpir of lran today ctlebrate the birth tentenary of Reza Shah Pahlavi
the great and remember - mth deep gratitude his smgulzr contribution to the making

of modern iran.

Yiezsn Suan, the pgroat !nu.n-
dor of Pahlavi dynasty, be-
lenged to a tridilionally miii-
taty family of Biyand clan
from the upper Mozanderan
region of Suvad Kuh. He was

I:'.tu» in 3 zmall village called

Al-Achit on 15 March. 1878,
Following the traditicm, Reza
Khan joined the Persisn Cose
.sxck. Brigade at tie age of 14

The Brigade had t2en crest-

¢d in 1879, the yes. after his
birth, by Nasserutidin Shah,
the Qajar maonarch, after the
rallure of British, French and
Auvstrian military experis to
set up a Evuropean at.yle ﬁgl*t-
ing foree in Irap.

The young Reza Khan bee

& lonpred to & generalion of new
raticnalists which had made
up its mind to break the held
of superstition over their pea-

ple.” Reza Khan, lke oiher
young Iranians of his -group
wanted shove 'all {0 educaie

himself. His dasire turned in-
to determination once he real-
ised how the ruling classes of
the then Iran h:d gone {o 2
grent lehgth fd keep the p2o-

pie illiterate and superstitious,

Ezch day, st the end of the
army dulies, he sat patientl)
in h's barracks learniagz to
read and write with the help

of one of Lis sducated fricnds,
From the beginning he aimed
at a successful military ~nreer
and  his entire oducatior; and
cutlook were tn be moutded
by the reeds of the army. He
succeeded step by step dure

ing his twentzaseven vears in
the Brigade zrd when hir son,
the present NMonareh, wis
born, he beld the rank of Co-
ionel and was ¢ member of
the high comimend of the tri.
gade, , ﬁ
)« The yeare of Reza Kihwens
acvanice in the hierarchy of
.commiand within the brig...
were those of o gathering .-.-
litical etoam mMm Iran, caught
‘petween the rival claims ol
the two mighty celonis! pow-
fers then doniin ating Asia.

- Russia =nd friinin. The short-
slohiod Qujur meonarchs, Ao-
hammad Shah (1834-47), Nus-
' seruddin Shah 1847 9‘5" and
 Muzaflarecdin Sk (18%.
- 19073, had elther lost in bat-
"{le or traded zway, piece by
picee, lurge portions of Irane.
Jdan tercitory and several In-
 tegral  elements ¢f natiohal
sovercignty,

Monarchy hags been the most
anclent e2nd consistent instl.
| tution in the civilisotion: of
Yran, The resiient character
of the Iraninn civilieation is
an  excepilonal example Jin
western  Asis of 2 nztion
which refugeé to lose its ia-
eniify

t¥ has rivhily neted trat in
the <r/sin of Iranians theme
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An internztic nal personali-

{s a power who @ill svrallow

and devour the conrquerors of

Iran ond digest all their tho-

ughts, That power Will always
resist 2r.d eliminate those ex-
ternal forees, During the past
2300 years of its istory, Iran

was oceipicd by so many for-

- eign forces, but Iranians rout-

ed those elements in such a

way that now the banner of

sovereignty snd nationalism.
pulsates in the Igec and living

hh are pledge-
bound to keep fhem ever al-

Ott.

During the state of a bank-
rupt, cdependent economy and
imperilled ternmtorial !ntegri-
ty, the 1919 coup ‘cok place-

in Iran. Six.years later,
1925, the man who had play-
ed a Ceolermining role in
pringing sbout the change
was chosen ag new wnonarch.
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in hiz 1§ years in power,
Reza Shak achieved a great
deal towands building modern

Iran. His Gist msjor accom-
plishment was to establisk. a
strong centralised authority

needed for Iren in view of the
foroign intrigties in Irsn. A
modern army was set up act-
ing as-a significant lever of
socigl change, Soc¢ial chkaos
and social insecurity gave way
o social order,

Reza Shan the greaf's en-
lightened histerical vision en-
abled him, to recopgnise the de-
termining rele governments
were to pliy in the develsp-

ment scenario .of % Third
World." During his’ thd

" ecentral government mhreﬁ\ d

very active rola in all sphe-

res of the Iranian economy,
particularly in ‘he develop-
ment of industries. The ex-
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tent. of thiv jndustrializntion
effort was to clude the il-
fdied aftempt o set up a
stev]l incdustry in Iran, late in
the 1930’s and the construstion
of the first trans-lranian rad-
road, whinrh brought a new
vitality to the troubled econo-
my. Along with the new rail- |
road major road construction

projects were undertaken and
financed by the government,
creating a very essential, and
hitherto non-existent, tr.ns-
portation network.

Yet another - hisoric step
taken by Reza Shah the great
was the sale of soine govern-
ment agricultsiral property, §
traditionclly o significant
svurce of income, to the pesgs-
ants,' In a sense he champion-
ed the flirst land reform in
Iran.

On the cultural front the cf-
forts and the resuits were al-
so praissworthy. Particularly
attention was paid to the field
of education. The consiruction
of the first university in Iran,
in itself .an act that left its
impact on the very febric of
the future lranian society, the.
sending of students abroad to
acguire advanced technical
skillg, compulsory educctlion

along with the constrtiction of

. many new schoocls, the forced

peparation of education from
the inPuarce of the clergy —
21l these were meant for the
development on thc educstion

front. The f{first law directly
dealing with the literation of
women from the oppressive
traditions of obs-urantism. was

put into effect with the per- §

$onal ‘initintive of Reza Shah.

While striving for economic-
and politica! 'ndependence
constifu..d tiie bulwark of
Iranisn domestic politics in his
perind, Reza Shqh also reflect- |
ed the internatlonal pesture -
! Iran at the time. He was a
g staunch naticnalist and. as
such, stood against any in-

frigement Lpon the rights o?
Iran. His fierce stntgple ai-
ainst Britain on two ocrcasions
{tre oil agreement and the
border question) sigoalled the
emeargence of a New Iran, re-
goitite in defending its nights,

The freedom-loving Tranians
today celebrate the 100th an-.
niversary of the birth of Reza
Shah, the great founder of
Mudern Iran, and rejoice and
remembier with deep gratitude
his singular contribution in

censolidating Iran’s territori-
al .integrity. °The people of
Banglacdesk join them con this
great day and sharve the hip-
piriéss ind prosoerity of -Tran-

fans in strengthening the
bonds of fretemsl fealings and
solidify;ng them in the sub-
lime irterest of Islamic fra-
ternity nll cver the world.




