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- st of Kartik (B.
at the time of}jannual festival - .
in'the- month of Falgun for

| narrow ideas of

. mer. But
- ideals to make the world free
{_from social ipjustice,

LALAN Shah 1S the

‘baul” of

ban is indeed tre-

rural and ur
mendous. Every Jyear thousands

of peopie. from I difterent parts. -

of the country throng at Lalan

mausoleum to abserve his death
anniversary which falls on “the
S.} and also

three consecutive nights, The

whole of Kushtia then takes a -
festive look. Bauls both - male
. and female come from differ- ‘

ent parts cf the countrv to pav
homage to theit great spiritual

Ieader Lalan Shah who died at’
. Seuria, a village adjacent to the

Mohini- Milis of- Kushtia and

. where the Lalan . Academy is 3
'located, on the 1st of Kartik,
1207 B S. corresponding to 19th

October. 1860 A.D,

The age Lalal; lwed in mark- |
. ed the beginning of a new era
both in social: reform and in

religious awakening. Although
a mystic by faith he was en-

-‘duwed mth a cnt:-:.:al faculty.

He had.a trem¢nduu5 disregard
for caste systemm and
stratification - which tortured
men to_nothingness. - In fact he
was a humanist. He was born
in a period when

sure of social stratification,
lan indeed gssimilated differ
c.nt ideas and [types of culture
into a unitv, He incorporated
both Sahajiva 1and Sufl  disci-
plines intg hi doctrine.” His

. Was a rehgmn of Man.-:Lalan: _‘
. believed that man was the best *

himself
identiflcation

of all creation and he
felt the dvnamic

- with- the Divine. The religion of

Lalan is a cumulavive, ¢itltural
ar:htevement nf d !!erent forces.

all to eschew
communalism
and. to form a Unwersal bro

He called upcm

' the rhood.

He was not|a religious refor.
hef fought for his

hatred

Neading
angladesh His -
. influence on - ofir people, both

and con'%ptmn

social

| society was™
really being suffocated bv the

‘bashi,

Y L N

--Dr. ﬁnwaru! Karlm

-

Tagore brought Lalan Shah m
the Hmelhight when twenty

his songs- which -he - qollectr:d-
Shejaidah,

six miles frc.n Lalan Acaderm'_ -

dunng his stay at .

and Kushtia - own, were publish. -
ed in an issue {:f monthly Pra-
Calcutza.  ‘Rabindranath
had a business concern at Kush-
tia town and occasionally - he
lived there There gre rt-ports

ko

— -——.—

1hat ‘he met. Llan Shﬂh in-hig
vouth. There had. been. specula-

_tions over his idecting with La-
lan Shah while hé was in She-

laidah “#lthough there is no
mention  of such meeting o

Lalan Shah’s portrait sketched ‘_ by-,’Jj;dfirlndrana‘th T:g';gi:re.

or discus-

Tagore's  writings
.- s1ons, nor - Ldlan's name. "His
- elder, brother ~° Jatirindranath

_Tagore drew up a pencil sketch

- of Lalan Faquir on the Padma
| boat, while.

cruising .. over the

- ——

T would

e g Ml & T

'Padma alons wnh other mem. .

bers of his family. It was fifth
"Mav, 1889

Bhiarati
Society, Calcutia. A copy of the
same: has also been Kept pre
‘served in the Lalan -Academv.

“Kushitia. In fact Jatirindranath |

and Rabindranath were among

- the first tg recognise the pmet::' ?
. - genius of Lalan Shah,

It was Tugore whn was 1he

first to make proper assessment

-of his songs Tagure was very

much drawn towads Lalan and -
in manv of* his songs: adapted
his melody. Mis Git:njali’ bears.
ample testl mnny to this truth’

In his Hibbert lecture- delivered
at Oxford, Er.gland in 1930 Ta

gore quoted lines from a song @

of Lalan Shah, Nobody can tell

me whence the bird unknown

comes to the cage and gocs. out,
feign put round its
feet the fetters of my mind

-.cuuld 1 but capture 1t"

Thc mnga of Lalan brnuqht
inn a sort of reaction againit or
thodoxy. It proclaimed Monism

.and preached ardent personal-
devotion. Lalan whose - mvstic j

experience was shaped by Sera}
Shahi, his spiritual -~ teacher,
afterwards was greatlv influenc-

-, ‘ed by the great Persian mystics,
- Jalaluddin Rumii,

.Hafiz, Jami
and Saadi. The songs of Lalan
Shah although fall. within the

~ classification of Baul songs they
own and as

are typically his
such are known as Lalan Geeti.

-Lalan Shah b:longs to that
eroup of mystics among -whom-|

Kabir, Dadu, Rajjab are per-
haps prominent. Lalan har-' coOns

sidecred God as Shzin o1 the-
Lord of his life. He s the sup.

reme object of his love. Lalan

submitted to ‘the will.cf his
God. (The author is Director,

Lalan Academ:,r, I3 ushia).

M

The original sketch |
has becn 'h:em preserved in the 'y
- museum of ‘Rubindra
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