/. Admission inte schools

The right to  education is
one of the basie rights of ¢iti-
zens @ it Is the obligation of the
stats to arrange for proper edu-
cation (o its people, - The gov-
ernment is  soon going to
introduce a centrally compute-

- rised system of admission into
government schools. The idea
is to take admission - strictly
according to merit bat it is fra-
ught with certain  risk as is

cocrectly pointed ot in  your

second editorial dated Decem-

-perd, 1989 ; *A centralised

examination would entail a
{ar greater problem of secrecy

1 with regard to guestion papers

at & time whepthe autho-

rities ate hard put to it
. to prevent  leakage of S.5.C.

and H.S5.C. question papers.’

Admission to schools,
_egoecially  in Dhaka, has
become a nightmare of the
guardians. Admission Tests
have practically turned into
Elimiaation Tests ! The school
will  admit - the  pupils,

hard to preparc them  as good
students: this was once the

| system; and now Yyou have

to be very brilliaut to qualify

i for -admission into -schools,

. The rfeason,prima facie, is
that the schools are vasily

} outnumbered by the students

. seeking -adwission. o the

. private schools, admissions

“are done on BAcceptance of
grantp. The private schools’
state grants should, therefore,
.be reduced to the extent the
~vdooations’’  are accepied.
.Every year - the Government
Audit Team sthould examiae
.this “Donation Fund” of
 the schools to . be satisfied
. that the dondtions are wholly,
_necessarily and exclugively
: utilised for the, purpose  of
- development of the school.
This alonc can justify- this
acceptance of donation while
admitting students.

The British sttt up Zilla
Schools in  every district and
these were the model of a
school i the district. In
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'buys and another for girl#.

and the teachers would work |
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ought to be 'set up. Other
private schools will follow the
pattein of thege schools, Before
the abolition of Zamindari
gystem the landiords used Lo
contribute favishly ‘to  dhe
schools and Colleges, A very
large number of ouf oid
achools and colleges would bear
teqtimony to this fact. EBEduca-
tion now seems (o bes confi-
ned-in Dhaka. Ia the outlying
parts of the country, the schools
and coileges are not really *
going well. Boys schooled In

. mofussil arcas of the days

gone by have travelled up to
Oxford, Cambridge, Hacvard
Universitics and havo caroed

laurels. Cun a school boy now
of far-Bung arcas of Bingla-

a desh be up to that mark-?
"He is out of the curreot of 8

higher aand conatributory lifa.

. Peopie are rushing to Dhaka’

not ooly to ply rickshaws
but also to get education.
When shall wé havé such
saticoling as the poot paréals
would oot require engaging

. private tators 2 Easy admi-

sgion to schools and oo need
of private tutors ase indeed the
way to disseminate education
to our ﬁﬁupla.

fa 1947, the then East
Pakistan, now Bangladesh, had
only 5§ govérament colleges and
ail other colleges of the goatry
weie in  the private sector.

" Education then went - on
' . smopthly. The united u:l‘t'nt:u':h!j

of the private aad the public
gcctor in setting up new schools |

"and colicges can ecase the

sitnation of unconding queucs
and  “Elimination - Tests”

" jtaged evEry year.
| .M TARIQ HUSAIN- 7 .

} the newly created  Zitlas,
i similar Zilla Schools, oue for o | Bhn}n};.
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