ESPITE. the growing need. of
studving Space Scierice .the umi-
©versities of our country do not offer
. Astronamy as a subject which stu-
dents-could take up as a major. Is this
not a-matter of concern that even at
the end of ‘the twemtieth century ‘the
people of qur country are not fanuhar
with the “oldest of the sciences™

~ Astronomy. which in Banglades is a
neg]eclf:d branch of Pure Science. i
in fact. one of the most demanding of
the sciences in the Wesicern arena.
Even now as in the olden days of the
ancient Civilizations the commoner

razes out at the nightesky and wandery

» about - the vastness of creation. His
. privilege 1o look at the night sky is
followed -by an urgem desire.
“premature guest for knowledue of the
_universe which to him at that moment
18 moré than any other ficid. Interest

in this field'is huge. research is non--

stop and information is very little.
The astrﬂnunu,r slaboratory “the un-
verse” 1§ so great that, Dr. Carl Sagdn

of the Corne!t University once said.”

Space i1s The Last Frontier™.
- In Bangfadesh, a big confusion is
. there, this-is: relating Astronomy 10
the ancient psuedo science of Astrolo-
gy, which by calculation and assump-
| tion of steilar lines of symmetry pre-
dicts  statistically.
uthers" '

But Astronomy is nmhmg like
Asrtralogy. Based on  certain
accepted ‘scientific principals and. ex-
perimental observations, astrbnomers
- can predict say. the Lunar Eclipse.

the age of a star, the possibility of
{ humans elscwhére, the cpoch-of a
comet and much more. Astronomy is
in fact the science which knows no

the

the fortune of-

'ntroducmg Astronomy At The

- University Level
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undergoing in the universe was under

cover and rapid” devélopments had

been made. Astronomy, which was
only a section of Physics and
Mathematics blossomed as a single
subject. in the, westerni universities.
Today. with wide ranging research
oriented section. Astronomy contpris-
es mgiepcndenl subjects like Sphencal
Astronomy.  Astrophysics,  Cos-
mochemistry. Exobiology..-Planetary
.Science, Cosniology.
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about. Asironomers in. the United
States. Europe and devcloping na-
tions made consiant rescarch activi-
ties. Ewven: today. i the hope of
Jearning more about the secret of the
uriverse they have launched space
shuttles und sef up -space stations:
manned flights to the planets. have
been proposed and continbing. The
great Space Apc has ailrcady begun.
Now man has conguered the- moon
and shuitles have reached the far
corncrs of our solar system. To keep

. pace with the changing patterns, con-

tinued rescarch is always desirable.

A look into cur neighbouring India-
will reveal that even Indians have .

involved themselves-in the race of
space. The step for taking up broad-
baséd research centers have. been
cstablished. Not only the construction
of the higgest optical telescope in Asia
or the mttin’g up of the biggest Radio
selestope. in the world, she has aiso
launched satellites and sent astronauts
with forcign space rockets to further

scar up ‘her activites  to. cstablish

herself as ot competent e mber in the
Incroational Astronomical Union.

" Phillipines.

Radio Astro-
nomy. Infrared. X-Ray and Gamma
These rapid de- .
velopments were not easy 1o bnng .

built and developed rockets for boost-
ing into spacc. Similar developments
arg- also bemmg witnessed in other
South Astan nations like Srilanka.

In Banglddcsh there 15 no nhﬁerva-
tory. no planetarium, no institution of
Astronomy and even no library where

-books of Astronomy. are huge. Yet

the books .written by advanced
amatcur astronomers arc good sellers
in South-Asia, particularly India. It
will be more surprising to not that the
only astrohomical magazine in South
Aisa i§ published from Banpladesh.
The magazine is brought about by
students who were gwen a mini course
on basic Astronomy in ‘1987, Bang-

fadesh will centainly prosper in Astro-
nomy 1f govermmental assistance and

support 13 there. We need an institu-

“tion for Aatmnnnucal Studles very
‘urgently. -
| have obscrved the seréne and

pleasant atmosphere of the Jahangir
Nagar University. it s an excellent
place  for studying  Astronomy
although with an observatory, study-
g by the Chittagang Hills under the
Chittapong University would be a far
better idca. An observatory may be a
cosily one, but for the moment we can
do without 1t. I recall reading that the

-departnent of Astronomy of the Uni-
versity of Toronto (Canada) func.

tioned nonstop for twenty vears be-

fore 1t received a nincteen inch re-

flecting telescope in 1932, All we need
15 a good atmosphere. somé teachers
and a‘rich library. '

" Al present there are three major
Dhaka-based clubs where research in
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tndonesta and Malaysia. -
- The question 1s why we are sitting
Adle..
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topics of Astronomy. They also do:
observations within themselves and}
for the public in and out of .Dhaka.
The common aim of these clubs is 10
promotc interest in Astronomy and
tmprove the status of Astronomy in}

Bangladesh. The only support ‘avail-
able to these clubs is through the

- National Science Muscum. and the

Bangladesh Astronomical Socicty.
which comprises a group of advanced |
amateur Astronomers like Dr. Jahbar
of the Enginecring University and Dr. r
A.R. Khan of the DEpd]’lIIIEnl of !
Apphed Physics, Dhaka University,
which hail (he deeds of these anii-
tious clubs.

To increase research in.Astronomy.
university cducatton is a must. For the
first few yeurs some teachers will have
to come from abroad and some help
witl be available from teachers of our
country from Geophysics. Quantum
Physics. Theoretical Physics. Chemis-
try *mdL Applied Mathematha, etc.

The. outcome "of Astronomy is
something we will be cager 1o know..

- Many people will term 1t as a losing

concern. Investing in it will not carn
us foreign currency and will not give
any practical result. They will also say .
that being a poor nation. we cannont.
afford 10 spend on research where 10ss
15 concerned. On the contrary, be-
COMINE a poor nation we canpot
afford to rely on the research of
developed couritries, because that in- 1
volves a lot of money. More than that,
we cannot afford to send talented
studenis 1o foreign countries for re-
search. losing many students forever. l
~ Astronomy is no losing concern.
Expenditure on it wili not be-a loss. .
We cannot weigh money and know-

bounds. the intensity: of curiosity 1s A More westwatd took will show us — Astronomy is regular. Alphabetically, ledge in the same balance. If we arc.10
| huge and so is the frequency of that Pakistan has alse marched for- these are the “Anushandhitshu March towards development we must
1" evolution of the new theories, we et ward. The Center tor Astrophysical © Chackra™ the “Avhijit Astronomical think tn a straight forward manner.
don't know the many systemis under-  Studics has taken up studies refated o Ciub™ and  the “Sputnik Science This always involves rapid improve-

lying the principals of the universc.

It was only in the beginning of this

Solar Evolution and Galactic Forma-
tion of the Nutrinos, More then that,

Club™. These clubs: apart from many
snwall "ones. hold mecetings, seminars

ment of the sciences. In this respect |
we are very backward and even to this
day we have been neglecting science.

century that some of the systems
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the Center for Space Research has

and  conferences  regarding  vanious
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