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Il‘\I Bangiadesh natural resources are
limited: The enormous able bodied

untrained population stand as a liabjl- .

ity. To coavert the huge inactive

population into ‘skilled manpower, a_

proper education system must have to
be devéloped for its survival ‘as an
independent sovercign tate. Here

" not only the literdcy rate is very low
- ‘but also the available educational

facilities are quite inadequate to cater
to the country’s need. Every vear

thousands of meritorious students are’

refused university admission. ‘The
situation in the field of téchnical and
vocational | education is
alarming, - _ L

To solve. the problem there are

three alternatives:
a) To lincrease the intake’ capacity

of the existing universities and higher
. educational institutions; b} to increase

the number of traditional universities
and-institutes; c) to establish distance
based Open University.

Of ‘the three alternatives, becapse

of finaticial: reason, a and b do nop
appear to be feasible propositions. . -

- Position in. Neighbouring Coup-
tries: In the idertical situation, the
neighbouring countries such as Thai-
land; India, Pakistan,’ S$ri Lapka etc.
have been tackiing the problem
through the establishment of Open
University. In Thailand Open. Uni-
of enrolled sty-

thousand, . in China more. than 10

‘lakhs. In Jndia, in addition to the
' existing provincial Open Universities,
& NatiunaJ'Dpenr University has re- .

cently been started in New Dethi. In

Ugiversity has beeg functioning suc-

Pakistan since 1974.

.. The Distance Education system is
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ition to the existing 22 convention- |
- al. universities, Allama Igbal Open
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applied in all the Open Uhiversities.

The essential Components are printed .
Radio and T.v

course materials,
broadcast, -audio-video
tutorial  services, summer. school
through regional centres and central
counselling-guidance services.

The Advantages of "Open - Uni-
versity: ) -

{a) The students

- cassettes,

(b) There is no fixed teacher-
student ratio. The more the number
of students, \the more economic the
system, . RS

{c) Neither separate class rogm nor

restdential accommodatjon is needed.

(d) Through media, the masier
teaching of a set of CxXpert teachers
can reach thousands of students, rich

or poor, p]?vileged. or undérpri-
vileged, . sca tered  all over the
country, ' | |

(¢) The University "can simul-
laneously serve wvarjed: clientele
groups such as s¢hool dropouts, peo-.
Ple engaged in' various services and
professions etc. Despite the variation
it age and sex alj students can enjoy
the academic privileges equally.

(f) The University may not require.
services of full time academicians, It
may work throngh the optimal utiliza-
tion of the facilities of £xisting ‘con-
ventional educational Institutions and
other universities. As a. result, the
university can’mtroduce any number
of courses at

- ¢courses for all classes .of people and

can withdraw the same when the need
IS over. . — T :

95% of the expenditure in a conven-

. tional university® whereas in an Open

&+

Univé:mt_y,
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once’ it is started. 202

are not dislocated

" from their residencs or profession. - znd téxt-books in Primary,

" B.Ed.

Tertile soil for

-teachers. . to uplift thejr

any time, short or long, -
- degree or non-degree or on-the-job

R o ledge and
- (&) Government is 10’ meet about . .
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LCOUrses either short or

Government allocation is

sufficient to
run the same. ‘

In ‘Bangladesh, almost the entire .

population of the country speaks in

"*one language, People are of the same
~ cultural background, the entire coun-’
and television

try' 15 under radio
broadcasting  networks through
ground’relay stations. No satellite is
needed for broadcasting. The syllabus
Secondary
and Higher Secondary
same for the entire country. Moregyv-
er, Bangiadesh Institute of Distance
Education (BIDE), under the Minis-
try of Education, has aiready started a
modest experimental programme in
through  distance - education
under the academic umbrella of Ra-
Jshahi University. This has created s
starting an Open Uni-
versity in Bangladesh taking BIDE as
the nucleus. = . -

Objectives
. To provide facilities
professional

skill, to provide and prémote, general’
and professional, forinaj and non-

formal type of education to enable the

people 1o raise their educational stan-
dards in response to the needs - of
society; to promote research so as to-

Benerate new knowledge and to apply
- 1t to .the. national development: to

render public service to society by
disseminating ~knowledgé so a5 tof
promote personal development and
professional competence: 10 preserve
and develop nationat Culture;
Othér forms of -diffusion of know-
provision of. educational’
Services to the community undértaken
by the Open University may include:
diffusion of knowledge in a given’
area by organising -regular training -

levels are the -

‘Certificate courses, Diploma courses; {

_ graduale courses. The university may

for training

- conservative sectors. They may hiame

asures which may easily be adopted in |

has- already paved

long unes?
through the distance learning system;
diffusion of general knowledge:
through various ~eaching media;
diffusion of technical and professional
knowledge and advice to the com-:
munity through the services of re-;
Source personnel and to upgrade the .

knowledge and abiity of working:
population of the country; to provide -

a second chance of education for,
school dropouts and Jife long educa-.
tion for interested clienteles. ‘
Proposed Academic Programme;—
The university academijc programsmes
may cover four major areas: Func.
tional Vocational Education, General
Education, Teacher Education, Re-
search And Development. . :
- The Academic courses of the above ;
programmes may be under the follow- |
Ing categories: Foundation courses,

Bachelors degree courses and Post.

offer special courses for various 2oV~
emment and non-government orga-
nisations too, Lo -

. Introducing this innovative system
1n education at the national level may|
mvite- a lot of ériticism from thel

the present unreliabje postal system,
non-avaitability of sufficient number|
etficient writers and tutors, ineffective
Radio and TV, broadtasts etc. In _'
reply to this it may be mentioned that |
BIDE has already avercome most of
the difficulties through innovative me.-

the proposed Open University. BIDE
the path for an |
Open University through the emerg-]
eace of 1675 post-graduate students in;
the B.Ed. examination through dis. |
tance education. “ |




