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ONDON~—S3uch a university

would have its own academic
staff and award its own degrees and
diplomas. It would probably be run
along the lines of Britain's Open
Univcrsity——{hc first institution ol
its kind in thc wnr]d—-t{ the idca
became a reality.

The British university, now ncarly
20 years old. has pionecred a system
which uscs correspondcnce courses,
radio, television and acdio/viden

cessettes, complemented by sum- -

mer schools which bring students
face-to-face with lutors.

.. The standard of tcaching is as
high as in a conventional universily.
The university has more than
100,000 students (rom all walks of
life and ages. The oldest student -to
graduate [rom it was a man aged B3,

Sri Lank's Open University has .

alrcady proved_ that British techni-

gues can be applied successfully in

developing countries, ¢
The expert group is 1o identify
needs in Commonwealth countries
which could be met through dis-
tance education and open learning
and recommend  co-operative
approachces to providing the institu-
tional arrangements.- The nine-
mcmber group has. becen brought
together by commonwealih Secrcl-
ary-General Shiridath Ramphal after
Commonwealth leaders at their
1985 summil in Nassau, capital of
the Bahamas. askcd hum ta expigre
the scope for Commonwealth initia-
tives in open lcaming. -
. Earlicr, Commonwcalith Educa-

. tion Ministers had said that the time

Jhad come for such initiatives and
pointed to the usc that could be

{ . made of new {cchnology, including

satclhites, to extend cducation,
The - Commonwcalth  Expert
,Grﬂup on Dislance Education will
took into ways of strenthening. cx-
isting educational institutions and
the possibility of creating new oncs,
besides considering new initiatives,

- An Open Umver51ty For The
Commonwealth

4 —By Asif -Khan

‘The idea of a Commonwealth Open University to take higher
. education to the doorsteps of people. in‘all corners of the
Commonwealth by satellite is to be examined by a group of
leading academics. The group is looking at ways to spread

.r.

education in the Commonwealth through distance learning,

The group is led by the cminend
British historian, Lord Bripggs,
formerly Prolessor . Asa Briggs,

Chanccllor of Britain’s Qpen Uni- -

versilty and Provost of Worcester
College,-Oxlord. |
[ts members include Professor Sir

"Bruce Williams of Australia, a for-

mer Vice-Chancellor and Principal

of the University of Sydncy and a
member of the Communwealth

" Working Group on the Manage-

Akin  Adesola,

ment of Technology Change which
reported in 1985, and .the Cypriot-
born Dr. Anastasios Chrisodoulou,
Sccretary-General of the ™ Associa-
tion of Commonwealth Universi-
tries, London, and former secretary
of Bntain's Open University.

Other members arc  Professor
Vice-Chancellor,
University of Lagos, Nigeria; Mrs.
Marjoric Crocombe of the Cook
Isiands, Dircctor, Extension Ser-
vices University of the South Paci-
fic, Fiji: Mr. Rex Nettlelord, Direc-
tor of Extra-Mural Studics and of
the Trade Union Education Insti-
tute, University of Lthe West Indies,
Jamaica; Dr, G.R. .Reddy, Vice-
Chancellor, Indira Gandhi National
Open University, New Delhi, India;
Dr. Raymond Rickett, Dircctor,
Middiessex  Polytechnic. London,
and Professor Ronald- Watts, pro-
fessor of politcal studics, {Juctn s
University, Canada.

The Commonwealth Sccrclanat s

commissioned scveral studics on
distance education and open 1¢8tn.
ing and arranged two consultative
meetings in 1986 in preparation for
the wark of thc Expert Group,
The studies include a major sur-
vey. of Commnnwealth. experience

~-and collaboralive aclivitics in dis-

tance education, financed by Bri-
tain's ~ Overséas  Devclopment
Adminstration. .

Brnitain’s decision to introduce
full-cost {ees for overseas students
in 1980 and simitar steep risesin fees
in other Commonwealth advanced
couniries havc hampcred the tradi-
tional mdvement of students within
the Commonwealth,

The Commonwealth’s experience

‘in distance lcarning goes back at’

Icast 75 ycars when the University

‘of Queensland in Australia started

teaching through correspondence.

Distance education has -
great strides in recent years. New
technology combined with tradition-

~_al methods has expandcd the capac-

ity of distance programmes {o pro-
vide good quality higher education.
Commonwcalth developing na-

tions like India have pionecred the

us¢ of radio and satellite com-
munications
populations and traming farmicrs in

“modern agricultural technology.

‘The Commenwealth’s two region-
al -universitics—thc University of

the West Indics and the University-

of the South Pacific, which belween
them serve more than 20 Common-
wealth - nations—have also  used

satcllities to spread cducation to
_far-flung islands,

The Commonwealth Sccrctanat
alrcady has experience in distance

- education .and launched several in-

novaiive Programsines.

Tts developmental arm, the Com-
monwealth Fund lor Techmical Co-
operation, has assisied the develop-

menl of distance .cducation in the

Pacific.and for the benelit of Nami-

taken -

in  educating rural .
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bian and South African reiugees |
living in settlements in Africa. Mr. |
Ramphal, the Commonwealth |
" Secretary-General |, believes that
the future of the 49-member asso- -
ciation “may lic in cur making it a
true Commonwealth of learning.”

-  He sces distance educabon andd

open lerning as complementing stu- -
dent mnhllny in the commonwealth,
not replacing it. Addressing mem-
bers of the cxpert group al their
recent first meeting ai Marlborough
Housc, the London headquaricrs-of
the Sccretariat, he said that it was a
good time {0 think about the idea of

. Commonwealth cooperation in this
field. “There ts a strong political
desirc to work together,” he- told
them. “The ficld of distance educa-
tion and open lerning is one where
oitr countrics are rich 1n expericnce, |
where there are many needs to be |
addressed and where opportunities
beckon. [tis - your chailcngc to show
us the way.' -

Mr. Ramphal added: "Many
thousands of potential students in
the commeonwealth may have future

“cause to be grateful to you. They
have educational necds which, 1 |
believe, can be met only through
cooperation on 3 Commomwealth-
wide basis. “And this is where the
idea of Commonwealth distance §
education cooperation through an
Open University, or other institu-
tional mechanisms you may recom-
mend, is a potent one. It pives us the
chance of maiching the new techni-
ques with cducational nceds.”
Mcmbers of the group are duc 1o *
meet twice again, in February: and
May, when they expect to finalise
their- report. The reportwill be

. considered by ~ Commonwealih

"Education  Ministers  when  they ®
icet in Nairobi, Kenya, in July, and
Commonwealth leaders at their next
summil in Vancouver Canada, in

- October.—Commonwealth  Fea-
ture, -
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