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-6“’ young children
should determine how teachers
of young children teath. The word

information. But the correct way (o
'} teach yourng children is not to fecture
or verbaily instruct them. Teachers
Fof young children are more like
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| stimujating, challenging materials
and activities for chiidren.
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| see what children understand and

t] pose additional challenges to push

't their thinking further. It 15 possib’-

. | to drill children until they can coi
| - {4 rectly recité pieces of information
such as the alphabet or the nymerais

from 1 to 20. However, children’s

real understanding of the informa-
tion. For children to understand fully
1 and remember what they bave

: reading, mathematics or ether sub-
- 1 ject matter arcas, the information
‘ -} must be meamngful to the child in
context of child’s expenence and
| developmemnt. -
Learmng information i in meanings
1 ful context is not only-essential for
| ] children’s understanding and de-
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important*for stimulatmg motivatjon

mn children. If learning is relevant for
: children,. they are more likely to
~ | persist wlth a task and to be moti-
- vated to learn more.

l 1 Integrated mmpone:ms of teaching

} practices between U.S.A. and Bang-
ladesh-A comparison:

\ Practice in U.S.A..—

| Experiences are provided that
meet children’s needs and stimulate

physical, social, emotional and

* {-intellectual.
Practice in Bangladesh:—

, Experiences are narrowly focused

on the child's intellectual develop--

| ment without recognition that all

arcas of a child’s development are |

mterrelated

Practlce' in U.S.A.

| person with an individual pattern and
1 timing of growth and development.

| tion are responsive to individaul dif-
{ferences in ability and intérests.
,Different levels of ability. develop-
"ment and leatning styles are ex-

pected, accepted and used to design
activities,

* -

j | Practice in Bangladesh:—

Children are
against a predetermined measure.
such as a standardized group norm or
adult standard of behavior. All are

| expected to. perform the same tasks
Iand achieve the same narrowly

fined, eastly. mecasured skills,

The Banaladesh Obseruer

learn.

‘teach tends to imply telling or giving -

| guides or facilitators. They prepare
§ the environment so that 1t provides

Then. teachers closely observe to

responses to rote tasks do not reflect

learned, whether it is related to

velopment of concepts, but.is also -

}} tearning in all developmeat areas—

.i . Each child-is viewed.-as 2 unique |

: The curriculum and aduit’s interac--.

- evaluated  only -

de-
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How To Teach Young
Children

By Chhanda Islam

Prqg:ticé in._ U.5.A.

Interactions and activities are de- -
_signed to develop children’s sclf-
esteem and positive feelings. tuward

learning.

Practice in Bangladesh —

Chﬂdren § worth is measuréd by
how well they conform to rigid -ex-
pectations and perform on standar-

dlzed tests.

Practice in- U S. A

Teachers prepare the environment
tor children to learn through active
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Children are.expected to sit down,
watch, be quiet, and listen or do

paper and pencil tasks for inapprop-
_rtately long periods of time. A major
portion of ume 15 spent passively
sitting, histening and waiting.

Practice in USA:—

Children are provided concrete
learning activities with materials and §
people, relevam to their own hfe
ﬂKpCHEﬁEES % |

Practice in Bangladesh —

Wark books and other similarly {;
5trqctured abstract materials domin- b

Chhanda lslam Educatmnal Co-ordinator Head Start, State Department of

- Health and Human Servicegs USA, AQW ON 2 short visit te Bangladesh. |

exploration’ and interaction with
aduitq uther chﬂdren and materials,

Practice in Bangladesh —

Te'ache_:rs use highty :struclured*
tcacher | directed lessons * dlmost
exclusively. -

Practice .in U.S.A.
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Children are expected to be physi- -

cally and mentally active, Children
choase from among activities the
teacher has ‘set up or the children
apnntanenusl}f imitiatc.

Practnce in Bangladesh-— |

Services, USA,)

ate the curriculum. .

While 1t 1s true that most schools in
Bangladesh cxhibit some characteris-
tics described here as inappropriate,
many schéols and class-room in-
corporate elements of appropnate
practice, while maost others are mod-
els of what is deemed developmen-
tally- appropriate practice for young
children.

(The writer is the Educational Co-
ordinator for Head Start State De-
partment of Health and Human




