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By,A iCorrespondent' in ;Chittagﬂng
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Every week in this column, VIEWPOINT, we print
opinions of our réaders on subjects which we feel are
of popular interest and concern. The opinions, however,
do not always coincide with those of HOLIDAY’s.
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1 unimaginable

i -

| ago one of its highest seats of

y It is _both -painful and
that in a
couniry which earned its
independciice only 17 years

| learning Chiltagong Univer-

sity has gone into the hands
of the anti-liberation forces.

- The campus is now totally in

their grip and mercy and
everything is done or run

“according to thelr wishes.

No other
opinion or organizalion
exists on the campus. Those

-~ are banned and their leaders

have long been "declared

| persons nongrata inside the.

campus. They had, however,
shown some mercy on some
of. the Chatra Sangram
Parishad leaders Dby

| allowing them to take their
] examinations recenlly in a

temporarily improvised
examination center in the

nolitical -

!

incidents of vinlerr~= were
-reported in the no vspoeners.

HOW TO CHAN .12

According to some:
observers nothing short of a

‘change in the Government

can change the situation at
Chittagong Universily while
some others believe a real

change in the university

administration, particula-
rly the appointment of a VC
from outside the Jamat-
Shibir coterie, can greatly
improve the situation.

A golden opportunity
for such-a change came
when the former. VC, Prof.

~Mohammad Al resigned

towards the end of April,
1988 and according to’
normal practi¢e and,

convention the Pro-VC Prof .

All Imdad Khan was to take

- teachers

stances, threat of violence, .

localism and other faclors,
the committees could not
proceed with its work and
submit their reports.

- The charge against his

wife brought by all the
teachers of the same Depart-
ment was that without
.knowing even a word of

‘Bengali she was examining
scripts written in Bengall

for a long time,

PAINFUL

. The appointment of the.
VC was too painful for the
because they
remember with awe and
agony the days not long ago
when a teacher was openly
patronizing terrorism and

localism -and he started a

serious hate campaign agai-
nst!non*local teachers as a
result of which many

brilliant teachers including

fundamentalists to consoli-

- date their position. It is*

reported that the teachers of
the university are already

. worn out after a long drawn.
" out battle with the previous

VC, students too terrified,
political parties bewildered
while two local ministers:
are helping the fundam-
entalists in every possible
way. _ .
Another report, howev-
er. says some students' and
political parties are thin-
king of a "Gherao Chittagong

University Program” in line:

with the current anti-
Jamat-Shibir upsurge thro-
ughout the country.
Although appointed on

a temporary basis in last
May the present VC has not
yet given any senate election
for the appoiniment of a
permanent VC. This he has
done to take time and secure’

A Eﬂé;ff:;% ;:glil;: tgu;ir?juse uve:i' as ?;E actingt_ ch;' fe, Prof. Anisuzzaman of , majority support from the!
= ™ Howed resignation o rot.- Bengali - Dept. left this - te be lictila-

ey were not allowed Mohammad Ali who totally university. " senate members, particula-
 to take their exams. in the jdentified himself with the rly from the regisiered

i 1

faculty building with other

students but were allowed

only a few yards inside-the

cammpus to the guest house

{ located near the first gate of

the university
Among theése leaders,
about nine of them,

there. Last July his terminal
exam. was taken in Chitta:
gong city.

Such thlngs only shnw
how deplorable and disgra-

| ceful is the state of affairs in
the Chittagong Universily.

Most "observers and the

| students and teachers of the
university blame

: the
government for this which,

-according (o them, has
earmarked this area for one

of their behind the screen
allles, the. Jamat-Shibir

forces.

different parts of the
country.  They sent batches

after batches of their {rrined
radr:s to Rajsahl and Sylhet
-‘uring the recent disturba-
nces in these two places.
More alarmingly, they
re now sending (heir men
‘n terrorise the insilifutions
in 1he sensitive Hill Tracts.
ré'fgmn also and some of the

——— — — —

the
president of the CU unit of '
| Chatra League (SR) was also

Jamaat-Shibir circle and
almost ruined the university
was greeted with a sign of
relief by all quarters but

they didnot know that a

greater shock was awaiting
them.

One cnuld hardly
imagine that the govern-
ment could go to the extent:
of ignoring: the Established
norms and conventions and,
appoint another ‘person as’
acling' VC bypassing the.
sitting Pro-VC only bcause
he is not liked by lhe
fundamentalists. °

From the very day Pl'ﬂf.
Mohammad Ali resigned
Jamat and Shibir started’
vigourously lobbying for
their candidate and they
untimately won.

It, was also quite insult-
ing and indecent that a.

teacher from: the same

campus was thdt the
government had to choose a
person who was twice
censured by the syndicale of
the same universny for
misconduct efc.

As a former Dean the
Pro-VC was the chairman of

two other enquiry committ-
~es one against him and the

¢ ‘her against his wife but

- due to unavoidable circum-
——--—F_E——‘H—*W"“' —— .-

And at the time of his!

departure a very f{ifthy
leaflet "was
against him. It was simply
unthin-kable that a man of

such nature would be

entrusted . with- the
‘responsibility of running a’

university unless otherwise!
motivated i.e. to see that the’
university, higher education
the .
teaching community should

and the image of

all go down in publm

estimation. i
In fact, soon after this

appointment a conspiracy

. was also started to change
the university acts and the

then education minister A. L

Mahmud and many parlia-
ment members were making.

statements on this. The
minister was, reportedly,
.being advised by an acting
VC to make changes that
would. suit the Govt.

changing for the worse every

day. ‘As has’' already been |

mentioned, it has now

become an unassailable:

Jamaat-Shibir center where
no other party exists and the
teachers are constantly in
{fear of a 14th December type
of massacre.

The present VC, ‘unlike
the previous one, is more
intelligently helping the

published "

Govt.

graduates since the teacher--

members are against him.

It is indeed, very easy"
for a sitting VC to win over
necessary support’ o get;

elected into the VC's paneli

because the outsiders const-*

itute the majority in the 101 |
‘member senate. The VC can!
also easily influence thef

college teachers and princip-;
als nominated to the senate:

as they need his favour fmm? |

time to time. The future of ;
this university however,:
depends much on the
appointment of a new VC
having no stigma of the past.

If the Govt. sticks to the,

policy of choosing a:
'fundamentalist like the:

present or the. previous one

then {ts fiiture is sealed:

forever. As for the Pro-VC-
who, with the support of:
maximum teachers and:

,- bec:}lnng b}; SEIT tl:: CItJ has university and junior to the . jnterests including direct StUdﬁfntST could rea;lly dni___
tal; S{ for eseth utn fam—‘ appointed acting VC over his " The Act was not changed -t 18 highly unlikely that the
flgr: tlfley :::irspemtaing ;?:3 head. And what had shocked ._ 5o far but the sttuation at OVt Wﬁm&_ﬁ cever g? for hlm";’-_

- : -since ways favours a:

controlling activities in everybody more at the Chittagong University is tool in such pla}cres -

The Govt. has not even
done the minimum justice to -
him. Even one year after his’
assumption of office the
has not made the:
ordinance to make him a;
member of the statutory]
bodies of the university .

including the syndicate,

He is practically a man

wilhout any work now. .
e — et




