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VA had long dreamed of the
-7 day when be would. start

goin to school Granny. who

had brought him up had told
him so many interesting sto
ries about not oply to read
and write but also to draw
and sing and even to play ho
. cxev! '

The first schooi lessons del

|1ghted the boy. He liked every
ithing the teacder the child he
.ghared a desk with and who
also Xnew all the letters the
: flowers in the classroom....
:But a week went by and: Vova
. anmnounced "I'm not goin to

school anymoce! You have to.

'E sit there and listen all the
time...." And Vova burst into
' tears.

Vova grew up in a family
whihc realized that prepaation
for shaal is essential The lad’'s
parents were not opposed to

his attending kindergarten but

whenever the subject  arose
the grandmother would retort
in affront: “Do vou really ima
gine that ], an elucated wo
man cannot handle my grand
son’s education? Do you sen
ouhly think that he will learn

tc read and count more guick

ly in a kindergarten?”

And in truth Vova read wrote
and counter better than many
of his coe va's he was what 1s
often called a bright ‘child Then
why did he lose interest in
achool?2 Ond what in general
enters into the concept of being
prepared for school studies and
and what role in thih question
thould be ailoted to the kin
gergarten? . “n

Kindergartens came into be
hnn: through necessity when the
[-internsive process embracing
all segments of society, of the
emancipation of wonen began
Starting in the 1820s pre-schoo}
thildren’s institutions began to
appear everywheere throughout
the USSH: in cities viliages
‘'workers settlements In  the
tirst instance their purpose was
‘simple and e~ straightforward:
30 Keep an eve” on the c¢hil

ren to sce that they were'cl-

. families which raised

were also parents whe main
tained that modern life is so fi
- Bed with information !
there is no point in specially
teaching a small child anything

The parents of kKindergarten
children looked at the problem
in quite a different light Rather

than worrying about the hum -

total of knowledge they singl
ed out the fostering if the ne
ed to know as the most impor
tant factor. '

It was also discovered in the
course of the experiment that
their
¥amilles  which raised their
child at home often paid lit
tle attention to speech defects
and their correction belleving
that with time they would disa
ppear of themseles This pro
blem does not exist in a Kkin
dergarters Not only is  speech
development ass’sted by legular
Jessons with the  childen but
& speech thernpist constently

checks the pronuciation of each

child and in cases where it is

needed immediately renders

required help .

- This brings us to the most

important aspect. T o iaees
Ira was raised by her grand

mother The girl was obedient

but timid Sometimes her father

would devote some time 1o her
but she always answered his
questions unceriainly which ir
ritated him: “How are vou go
ing to make out in school?”
When Ira went to school her

teacher had to devote a lot of .

time and effort to overcome
the child’s painful shyness and
‘withdrawn nature. fhm
Andrei also a “homeraised
child displaved the opposite ex

* trems at school On the surface

his relat'ons with his classma
tes were fine. The boy was bri
ght and good at inventing in

teresting gomes The childen en.

foved plaving with him but

only thoese who were willing -

to plav a.subordinate role In
the opinion of educators such
\ombinatiohs are undesirable
in ahv tase they must be supe
yvised . by'an intell'gent teacher

ean fed reaithv The rest %miﬂmuse the verv fact that the

gdid on the educational .
the suparwser pnd—~Tog to
man quali Yies. |

With the vears however ex
pefience was accumulated
emnerged who solved these pro
blems The programmes accord
ing to which today's kindergar
ten teachers raise children are
worked out by the Intiiute of

Pre.School Education. the Insti

tute of Psvchologv the Pedia
trics Institue of the Academv
of medical S-lences and vari
ous faciilties of pedagogical ins
titates These proframmes o6
ver the most d'vers: aspects of

A child’s develooment from the .

ability to tie a shoe.lace to mu
igle and rhvthmics lessons from
‘morning exercises to the instil
ing of the first mathematical
~conpects,  pia
"~ Kindergartens enroil children
from the age ot three Before
that thev can be taken to nur
i serles where naturaily the ma-
in stress is laid on cant for
the chi'ldren (the cost to the
government for each child go
ine to kindergartenr is 7850 rou
hies annnally in nurseries it 1l
ses to 800)* _

It one considers that two
speciallv tra’nedk t':a_nlﬂers ﬁ!gg
RS Ranmy work withh ey
igﬁhb"*m’ chbdren that "th%re
are kinderegal tens which accep
are kindergartens which acceent
children on a Hvebahis f.e. for
the workin® weik and that tha
majority of citv preschool ins

titutions move to the country:
undershr——h- =

for the sumrier it is
tandable why kindergartens are
;:n_inying ever greater popular
ty

® Nevertheless many families
-that have a grandmather or a
non-working mother prefer to
raise their children at home,
considering that an adult neadh

no speial qualifications in or -
cation There is no doudt that.

der to engage in pres:hool edu
the child who s taught  his
ABCs by mama or pipa even
it only the “rudiments’” who
i{s taken to film shows who wat
ches T%7 and listens to the ra

+ i acqires some ehsential kno .

‘wledge befor he starts schioo!

:Howsver more often than noty

-Jt is unsvstematic Moreover
when parents prepare their
children for school independen
tly thev conhider only the vo
iume of knowledge that has
been learned and pay no atten

It js true that some gchool

tion to the method of how the
knowlsdge was absorbed, ¢
Tun preparatory groups to
which porents can taken six-
vear old But then the question
arises isn't it too late at six

10 start preparin
. schoal? g a child for

Soclologist
erpScslolortte conducted
into twan

Jn the firse .
those whooup they inc

|
ALL
dividtd them Into ‘targ ool iy ’

1

‘child’s authoritarian inclina

Hendydeveloped _at homs are .
not resisted mav aggravate his

negative iraits On the other
hand the acceptance bv his coe
vals of subordinate. roles fos
ters obsequiousness and takes
away initiat've. e

Parents whse children have
been going to kinderarten for
a long time attach a lot of im
portance to the ability to get
along in the group From their
own experience thev realize how
important this is for the child
the ch'ldren themselves often
talk ahout their . ralationshing
with the other children The
parents in the other groun ob
viouslv underestimate this In
dex They think that pre school
ers gre too voung to unders
tand such a comnlicated feeling
as friend<hip This ‘s incnrrect

The abhilitv to adlust desires
and asnilations to those.oathers
{0 be able to do something for

others and not fust for oneself -

and to fnd pleasure in thae
is the guaratee of fnture men
tal equilibrium Good relation
with cosvals foster kiness i a
child sincerity and responsive
ness conflicts engender aliena
tion coarseness  secretiveness
and ageressive hehaviour.,

-~Aad sanething olse- that i3
imnortant: In a  kindergarten
childres systematically receive
new imformation about the sur
rouding world This is vital for
the beginner of a contempora
Bee col §

aifyi—

that

” At Home

DXUCATIONAL Theorist
4 John Holt author of Why
Children Fail, used to tour the
lecture circuit trving to persu
ade elementary and secondary
schools to c:zse rigid rules and
cut red tape No longer Despai
ring of reform within the na
tion's educational establish

. ment Holt has now decided to

proselytize among parents ur
ging thém to keep thelr chil
dren out of school and - teach
them. at home.

Though Hoit's message flies
in the face of a century old tra
dition home uchooling Was
much more .common  dunng
earil’er centuries its notable
graduates include the likes of
Alexander the Great and John
Sturat Mill Savs Fiolt: "“"What
impedes leaming tudav is tea

ching too mrch of it The tea .

cher takes all the fuel that ma
kes the learirg engine -run_ and
turns the stu lents iito passive
laboratorv rate”  °
Holt 55 is winn‘ng a growing
if still small number of con
verts A vear ago he launched
‘a bimonthlv  newsletter Gir
wing without Schooling tha*
now has’ 1000 subscribers (at
$10 a year). Within a decade he
estimeates almost 500000 U.S
families will be schooling their

children at home That figure .

concedes comes ‘“‘out of a blue
skv', vet it might not be all
that fanciful More and more
parents are becoming desencha
nted with rigid "~ programes
gchool - sirikes and the reluc
tance of teachers,to accept res

“ponsibility for studmits’ failu

res to tearn

The ranks of the stay.at ho
mes are growing for other res
sons as well In Washingtin
State a Mormon maother keeps
her two daughters out of pub
lic schools because she fcars
they will be taught Darwiman

concepls of evolution Parents

of some 1200 children in Cal
iforpia’s San Fernando gralley
have set up small home clas
ses in protest agalnst a local
busing order; most sy
object not to Integratin but
to their kids spending one to
thres hours a dav on -~cheoonl
buses. Then toa there are par
ents. who teach their own voun
gsters because they have dect
ded to pull up stakes and spe-
nd 2 few months or even years
touring the U.S in
homes, -

One family with two boys
who have never been enrolledin
school lives on a small farm
in Shetied Mass Both parents
read to their sons aged eleven
und nine take them in hikes
and involvethem infarm chi
res; their mother a college grn
duate also takes them to spe
clal art poetry and music clas
ses in town. “They decide
when and whether they'll learn
something "Savs she. *“We
help them when they ask but
I'mi more interested in how hap
py people are than if they. can
stand on their heads.”

The impact of this education
al Iqlssezfaire on the childrent?
“Quite rnarvelousfor allof us
says their mother "“Thev need
much less attention and enter
tainment thap other children
their age. Thev're not anxious
about whether other people ap
prove of themm They are mov
ing In %he dly !
mg truly mature peopke “who
have jhdgments, peacefulness
and care for each other "Savs
her elevenwvear old son: ‘For
some reasons I'm luckv and
for some reasons I'm not.

. I know lats_qf things ath_gr

ﬂ____.i_—-

- home schoolne
midable. “1 would n't recom-.
to evervone,” Saysi

they

mobjie -

"social life” would be

tion of berom o

s Ly

chilndren d::m;t-
grow a garden Last spring 1

read Tolkien and all of James -

Herriot's books Oh and I like
C.5 Lewis “The boy does con
cede that he is “not so hot at
ar{thmetic “but he
"I ask lot of questions. That’s
how vou learn In school vou
can't ask aquestion".

To satiesfy the local schooj |

district this family has accep
‘ted a school “admin‘strator”
{or their home curriculum Shef
fleld’s district  psychologist
Paul Shafiroff, who is resporst
ble for evaluating thech’ldren
progress. The bovs. he savs,
"possess. skills venerallv eqniva
lent to their gradelevel ¥Sha
firo® notes: "More parents
would like to do this if they

- could get the support of the

schools.”

Ona advantage cited by
many of the pvarents who teach
their won children is the fre-
edom to allow them to pur.
sue a subject for us lono as

know I know ¢
how to plant seeds and haw to

p

counters; |

k

f

thev remain interested. Wavy;

Commander Dennis Mccahi,
end Annapolis giraduate, vank-
ed his four children from their
Amnapol's, Md. school because
“the system clamps dovwnm on
any originality or creativity.
“How he asks “‘can one tea.
cher answer all the children’s
guestions when there's one
teacher for 25 or 30 children
I a child is. really interested
in ecogranhy or anv particular
topic, after one- hour he is
expected fo put awav what-
ever he is doing and start some
thing new”. .

The burdens imposed by
can be for.

mend it |
Housewife Eileen Trombly of
Niatice Conn., who for a time
schooled all three of her dau-
ghters at home.

Xids were home all the time.
*Then too: thca e i5 4h8 OTrablton |

of d'sapproval from neighbours

‘People In the community think

we're fanatlcs,” savs Robort
Sessions a2 ohilosonhy teacher
at JIowa's Luther College when
were really pretty ordinary
peodle. -

What disturbs some parents
most is the fear that their chil
aren will make fewer friends
because they sty at home. “Yes
she's u lttle lonely' admits a
father whose eight-vear old da
ughter is learning at home,
‘and In a few vears that could
be moere of a problem” John
Holt br'stles when the issue of
scolal skiils is raised Says he!
“It T had no other reason te.,
keep kids out ot school the

enough
In all the schoois I know anv

thing about the soclal life ofh

the children.is mean spirited

competitive eXculsive sratusse |

eking full of ta'k about who
went to whose birthday partv
and who ot how thanv Vil
entlne cards and who is talk

Ing 10 s0 and so znd who is 4

not "To those who «laim that
\f's constitutes realistic nre
naration for life's
Huir ¢ pirs The -

tion for bad  experience is
£00 an. any way I
don't want to  prepare

people to get along ™ want
them to resist to change socle
tv for the better.”

This month a szssachuscttﬁ.i

judge upheld the right of par
ents “to preserve home educa
tion” under that state's laws”
But many parents of stay at
homes find themselves enmes

hed in legal controversies with -

local truant officers Laws on
school attendamce vary widely
from state .tostate some per

| mit children to enroll in school

as Jate as age cight (Arizonn)
and to leave as early as age
14 (Massachusetts) In addition
some parents ure asked to ntfe
ve they are qualifiedin some

cases professionallv certifiable -

as schoolteachers before a lo
;:!nl fudge or board of edura
nn -

Some parefits seek to avoid .

jegal tangles b repgssterin

their children -iny cur::sﬁ:mdeg
ce schools Among the largest
are the Home Study Institute
of the Seventh-day Adventist
Church (1,100 elementary school
children 2.000 high schocl level ,
and Baltimore's Calvert Schon)
(4300 elementary) Calve: {'g
home instruction is sai” 4

have started when its

400
’- 4".’4:%'5";‘%?1 X

"The house
went to pot. "she recal's. “The |

hard knocks
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