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5 THE wee little girl Wanjavi
. & frolickine: in the 'vard, a
“shock beautiful black hair on

} her head. -Her colourful dress

~ bounches with her. Suman al.
* wavs has a smiling face__and
.. Ehsan an innocent loak . Nancv.
‘is rather calm -and Lubna .iust
~ the _opposite. She is . alwavs
talking “Please come to our
place,” we stav %t Dilu Road,
' Did- vou watch T.V. vesterday?
Theév. won't be showing  Six
: Million - Dollar 'Man anv_more.
The bovs of that school came
‘here vesterdav. but_thev
not talk with me. The
am' mad™. -

None of these -
mad. Thev are mentally retar-

_ded. Seeinig them ‘no one call
realise that these beautiful

T livelv children. are¢ somchow

. i .giunted. Their slow mental
development = has senarated

thern . from. the rest o

' the societv.
Clinicallv - this

i« n Dsvcholo.

is a social one. and has spread
over the whole world
increased wih the mechanisas

' patlons and 2
increase in the number of
ken homec, The

~also “could nnt escave, -
had thelr novertv and malnu.

© trition and lack of health eare,

) bro.
noofer nations
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chi'dren are
" how to handle their

gical .problem—but -otherwisé it
. 11 has

tion of -life in the industrialised

_ - choloov.
- corresponding

hev
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| Accordin:z to 2 WHO redort -

(1975 ‘40 -million mentally — re-
tarded peovle of the world me
deprived of apv form of treal.
Ten - ver cent ©of the
world novulation are .disabled
among’ wiom three ‘Der cent
are mentativ retarded. In, Bans

ladesh the nuimber ic one mil, -

Lubna.
K isum, - Sumail
are the lucky few. Thev had
the chance of special, school

lion.,» Maniari. . Napcv

jne, Thev can spend hours in -
@ livelv atmosphere. .

. Three such’ schuols are fuft
bv. "The Societv for the . Care

and Education of Mehtallv Re.

" tarded - Children”. The societv
alsn conducts a snecial ¢lass in

a slum area. Often. the socielv
arranges workshops .where
their ovarents are guided as tu

w o retarded
.childréen and how .thev' . could
help thelr - children - ~develoo.
The societv also rung a . free
clinic at the. Dacca .
College ’

Hosoital everv

On an initiative of Dr. Sul.
tana Sarivat dra Zaman, Profes
sor of the De
acca

1977 .

_ The schbol was  started
in ! o 2

nt venture with

a

N

ools For'

> .. ~=tJrmi Rahman

N.edical
Fridav. .

partment of Psve
_ | Universitv-and -
a few tuatidians of such, child. .
ren the soclety was formed in.

The societv had twa: schodls=
one wax the 10in

Retarded

the Will'’s t&“’“‘; Flower School
~and the other with Girls'-Guide
"Association at _ the Guide
" House. A third scheol has been
established on October 1 at the
: Dhanmondi Placid Tutorial,
“ The speciat class, twa hours in
the afternoon is <onducted at
a <lum ot Mow huk. = '-
. Mrs. ‘Zahirunnessa Saveed IS
“the 'princival of the school.
- Mrs. Saveed
in_a-school of mentallv retard- |
ed children for eight wvears.lu -
London. The other *eachers of -
the sclbol-had their training in-
USA.. Nepal und_ India. - Mirs.
. Sajma Hua. mother of Ehsan -
(10) and Mrs Mamata Rahman. .
mother of Masum. (16, buth -
siudents nf the school. are also .-
. teachers. |

“Schools
 sirength of 34
‘16 veare of age can take admis

_"'sion in these schools. An 1.Q.-.
before admis. "
historv 13%,«

_test 1s.necessary
sioty, Then . case 1
taken bv a osvchiatrist - who,’
makes a ° thorough madical™

~ theck 'un, L

min-studies they have spec
classes on ousic, ha_ndlm;igft. .
.Tonthiy nt:. the school 18
- Taka 100. But ‘then this is ads
iustable to'the.bareit’s vavina
. enoacity  Rehe  studenty g2

. admitted on vavment of

had been teaching ' sanctioned Taka four million. - b

.73 Twentv seven per cent of |

. | - . 87 per cent have medium.and .}

have a toul roll - ]i'r-t}ber cept have a verv small |-

Children of d to "« . . 1
- ie . number in the last qroup 5|

Besides ' their ‘rezular a;cadei'.- |
,

~ other places of the - country.

. - — "

Children '

[

half -
the amount or even free. The
oreanization does not have anv
regular. donation. The teachers
have to be paid from the duna,
tion received on differeat occa. -
gions from the guardians and |
other peovle. UNICEF heig -
the societv_bv donating boo -
and tovs The gavernment ' in

ite second Five Year Plan -has |

Tk ore million has alreadv been [
‘paid for vurchase of land and’
the rest will be _paid_graduaily ..
in the Second” Five Year Pldn.-
period, that is within 1985, - -

+ The 1.Q. of e children of
these schools varies from 15 to

+the children -have .  small 1.Q. - ,'

Bur after schooling ~the

‘decreasing. '

1t s assumed that . Banelae
desh has one million mentally
-.retarded neople, But the  ac.
tual number is not vet known. |
There are onlv nine . mental
q.nemal_lsts éﬁ the country. |
. There are 400 seats in the Pab.
'n ,Men]al Hosdital and 200 .in

"Oniv 0.2 per cent of the hos..
pital ‘seats are reserved " :for
sickpess Lo, ore sent
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