Educatmg The Chlld[i )

Natlon-burldmg if that phrase has not Jost mueh of i ltS
'nse by overuse must begrn -at the grass-roots Emergmg
om 3 revo]utlon or, by way of evolutron nearly every
atlon Worth its salt has done 50-to réap,. in some cases;
-;._;aeular’ results Japan among. other eountnes isa

orilliant ¢ase in. point. Iiy the far east China comes ‘next to
Japa'r ‘in - the’ p]annmg of edueatrou 10 purpose The
Ny tarehttecture is-one based on bUﬂdlﬂg from’ the bottom

: Lo i a0y

ST, L' upwards. And the key-stone with which to start it, is the

T F [ educatton of “children—or’ edueatron at_the pttmary
3 through the seeondary stage. The relative emphasts as in’-

f Japan'is on thé- pre-entrance. examination which corres-

“ponds o ourtprurntu'}r plus. pre- seeondary stage This
-sinvolves: chlldreu of the two age-groups-5-9 years,"and -

10—14 years——representmg about 71% - and 22% respee- 'i

ttvely of the total number ‘4f primary students,
And these ehr]dren to Iepeat;, eltehe form the

--this” leader - avotd“mg Gt purpose platitudes - habttually
repeated by everybody——from educators to politicians to
. members of the government Bemg ;among the lowest
- (22%) hteraey in edueatton in the 'world” our- problem IS

‘two-fold. One, -basic;’ namely nearly '80% of the. people :
. ' are rlhterate two, the 20%- (or thereabout) are receiving a

an edueatton that 1S such:a slapdash affair ‘'which few, if )
.aiy; seen:to: have taken senously The' rot spreads night :
.from the primary to the unwerstty level. By now it also has -
‘5 become one of those national neganves which y we seem to
““have "3 1th little or;no demur. This .remains -
'i]lustra'ted by the lack of response from higher . authont:es 1
°in ‘the- educattou to legltrmate entu:rsms earned by the J
natlonal Press on education, < "+ '
‘Yet we feel morally bouud not to gwe up Quahty of !
edueatlon at the pnmary pre-secondary stage must be -

|

-ourselves about the quahty needs or the way_tﬁ‘ey can be
J | effeetwely met. Our. education: ‘theéorists miust be well
) L ¥ conversant with them. The problern 1S - S always in:the

. | . ) undeveloped part of thé wotld; ‘parctice. Some developmg
R , | ,

| ! ' (now far ahead of others) countries have talked less
theorrsed Stl" less, =but kept. busy working on the slmple ’
rules and prag,matt prmcrples Lo} whreh they based therr [
edueatronal 0T, ‘other policies. - - ‘j

,q Most " quotable in"this context as we have said, is the
Japanse system of education for teen-agers at the pre- ,'-_

~ entrance stage. The first thtng to be noted about it s that
they havé one policy. centrally- deelded for all. students
_irrespective Of the gifted or the slow; as drstlnet say, from
*the ‘American - system They begm wrth teaehmg of *

baste tradit’ionfﬁéeeoh;d; paretijts_"t‘ake special eare at home -
“of the child’s ‘work | .at sohool “ from supervrston of. -
home,g;ork to mamtalmng contaCiWith§ the' teaeher Thlrd |

InEs g }
w2 prwatefard af the eostiofaparents is organised on: fool-proof B
ﬂstud}f about A

~ basis. -Fourth’ el - useTof - the time-. for :
- ong-third more. than in a western System» 57 ¢

. u,AH this eare at home and sehool 1S to enabte the chlld
10 get- through the entrance . €xamination ;to qualtfy for

admlsslon to a prestlgtous high' s¢hool. - More on -the
j suceess at tlns €Xaminati

e

oir and admtsston obtamed to the " {

man the professtons :and semee‘"s';th_e: iudustrie'rs’-aud'—so on.
: It will be seen that. these_.were;;the school trained youths .
i that aeeounted_ for Japan’s pro‘gress in. the mdustnal SGs .

ﬂ O _ \ state .
. -sd]iei.tude for the_ehi}d at. school our.ways and systems i

‘this fegard- are . .practically 'a. shambles. N
" . Now that the control of primary- eduoat]on is bemg IS
taken ‘over by the government a. dnve for quahty may be

launched' under a:policy aimed at grooming. the children ~
through edueatton for, the task of building” the nat_l_on.r_

"_h-'—ll:‘_."
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