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*.on all seminars and coaferences

' IN —3? ears in *oo——
-:[)URL G my ’ | not oaly are the husband and -

‘- nars and conferences,

Bangladesh I have atten-
ded many mectings, semi-
both
inside and outside the country.

- I have often become somewhat

indifferent, and mentatly weary
or *‘tuned out’ because of
hearing the same thing repeated
50 many times. Severzl times
I have been templed to give up

—which regquire so much time,
¢xpense and treuble—~and con-
centrate  exclusively aa the
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ife both required {0 work but
11”‘.1'::: children s well, 'Mc:s:t of
them have pootly paying jobs

but at the very least they earn

their own support, For exam-
ple, the boys aod girls who

work as domestic servanis get -

: to stay, food 10 eal,
glgliﬁg to- :’-.:rtar and a litile,
bit of mogey o send home.
Their life may be a_:hﬂicult but
they arc., m;ar:_:;llt_g!u_:tfn}g_.
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them: .
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practical work which needs 1o

- be done,

But we can never operate
In 8 vacuum. We have to work
according to a rational and

- well-planned agenda of action

which is suited to the people’s

- needs and problems, A man

once tried. to  <onvince the
British historian, Thomas Car-
Iyie, that it isthe peopla of
action rather than the people

- of theory who most influence
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How can goverament take
such a huge number of chuldren
out of their places of work and
send. them to school? Itis
estimated that one-third of the
children of primary school age
are’ npot enrolled in school.
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the course of history. “Carlyle
replied: *“They said that about
a fellow named Royssean and

- their” skins "weat (o bind the

second edition.” It was Jearn-
Jacques Rousseau’s book The
Social Contract which gave the
theoretical basis and inspira-

tioa for the French Revolution. =
The subject matter of this
- conference was new to me and -

it wag treated in a multifzceted

- mannef. The varied perspee-

tives of active workers from
differsit countries and different

| —-areas of endeavour have made

this c¢onference an luterestiog
and prohtable one for a1l of us,
I hope. Al the U.N, member

.countries have béen~- preparing .

10 some way for the Conovention [

students

has been tried before byt fatled
Even whon © alf
materials and clothing are sup-
plied to children it ig 5l not
envugh. Their labour is ‘nece-
-552IY 10 sepplement” the family
locome.” UPE is strongly con-
nected with development for
all.. It is a part of a total deve-
[fopment riategy, which brings
-upthe faiily 1o th
the parenis can afford io Jet
their - childten go  to .school,
They will even be happy fo let
them go to. school because
education is the main key to
their future, -

Most of us here - are “much.

on the Rights of the Child." No -

one has the Jast word or the
best word. Fach country has
10 analyze the sitvatjon aceor-
ding to its own circumstances
and resources available acd see
what it can. réalistically do to
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- Without! education
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:lve some of the rnany preb.
tems of "children which have
been dizcnssed a2t our confere.
nCE,
- Isaid in my welcome add-
.ress that besides the basic right
to life, the richt 1o education
i1s perhaps the most important

- of -childeen’s rights. - Without
edacation it is difficuit to break

out f{roin grinding poverty.
jit 15 _als_u
difficult to protect ?nf:.’s otacr

rights. -

* - ¢ Bangladesk is called a"poor

country—but it is rtich in hu-
man  rescurces. . Children,
particuiarly, are' termed the
hope of the future,
only if they are educated. Dae

to poverty in so many families,

But that is- -
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*Way might be throy
employers ta’ releq

MOIc cayTafe
have

QPportunity we had byt they

wanled s

education p¢ pPossible,
we have achieved

- f

. How cap gOVCInment
" + r sce to
-1t that all childre

manent . funetiong| littracy 7
pﬂtag‘nlyﬂsﬂme radica] changes
m edutation ara ne

eh requiring
S¢ children

¢ paoint where ~

-

‘0 have as much

What
is based Jar-
_g:!;.f On our eagly education -
which OUr parenty wera mainly
. Iesponsible far, : - C

“Only 14% of primary school
Jinish Class 5. Uni-
versal Primary Fducation (UPE) .

educational

- ing of such children.

solutions
lems of Jong-
- 3 loaf is beiter

21 a]l._" To do something that
15 realistic

nelpizg thoges 1
Preak B usauds of chiléren

Inain ones wha have to work
for a living.

are available for tapid teach-

avle ta learny as muct in {wo
hours a5 norma| Students dg in
1 full -day's schoag] SE$5ion,
Because they are able o put
fouse some of their newiy
atqired  Knowledge in iheip
Jobs, their retention of what
they learn is much greater than
normal. In some schools for
slum  children tup by private

_BIOUps we find that the wWorking-
‘ehildien Hig -2e31ous for learp-
t_u school for classes.

They are eager to come

We cannol - expect jdea]
overnight for prob.
standing. “*Half

than no bread
and efTective for

-0l of the bonds of

* Ignorance and Hiiteracy would

be 2 satisfs tory

accomplish-

-i_—-_':m.-“rﬁ_—-— -
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d than our parents -

the same

T

N receive per- .

cessary. Ogpe

i ment, even  if UPE
, attained within five or ten
years. Governmeot is limited
for education
supplementary
private individuals apd
It was the
slogan of a highly successful
literacy movement of the 19503
in Bangladesh: *Each one
feach one.” If this slogan wag
adopted and put
the educa-
soon be
onquezed. [ hope that our little
- coatribution in this conference

will help our countries to under-

in its resources
and nesds' the
ald of

voluntary agencies,

universatly
Hilo practice by all
ted, illiteracy would

stand better the nature of the

--problems of children affecting

humaa rights and the possible
T ways

they .ean

bc  met,
(Read at

the Second South

Special methods

is not -

.T

Asian confefence on “Children’s

Rights and Child
recently held in Dhaka. DrR
W. " Timm iz the Exccotive
Secretary n¥ the Commission
for Justipe ! Peace))
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