THE KINDERGARTENS

Kindcrgariens have been adjuncts of the urban !

- centres-all over the country and nﬂcn featurc in social -
. conversations:these days. Opinions arc sharply divided
“about the uscfulness of these nursery schools. In onc,

cxtreme. arc those who hold them as mdlspcnsable.
~ components of our cducation system while on the other .
arc thos¢c who view them as’an unneccssary factor

msponmblc for the pn:vallmg unhcalthy class distinction -

in the socicty. A report in Tucsday's 1ssue of this paper
puls the number of the kindergartens in the country at

motives, The. report details: how cxpcnswc the.

‘. kinderparfens are in contrast-with the govemment pnmary

- -schoois where tution.and books -are frece and how.on -

. Mimsy.pretexts the kindergariens charge money from the

guardians. of the students either cnrofled or secking -

* 3,200 .most of which allegedly operate on. business -

t 0

admission. It also points out the mcfﬁc:cncy of Ihc staff

and poor tcaching in these institutions. ;.

. There is nmlung wrong, huwcvcr wnh lhc

kindergarten system by itsclf, The term, coined: just a

‘century .and a half ago by Friedrich chbcl 10 namec his'-

school for young children established at Blankenburg, is’
now. pOpular thmughnut the world. The German word
means 'children's garden' and the institutions are-:
intended “for carly clementary cducation. In many

- countrics infant schools, pre-primary schools or. nursing
“schools arc run today in the name of kindergariens. In .

same countrics like the United States there arc both public -
and private kindergariens, in others like the Sovict Union
- they are.entirely public and in Lhc 5ubcnnuncnt they-arc
_mostly pnvalc " L
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“The progressive. 1dcas UI' ihe Ilaltan p‘-‘.ybhlﬂlﬂS[*

: éducalnr Maria Montessori and American p! nilosopher-

- educalor Jf.:rhn Dewey led o significant changes in the -
kindcrgarten “curriculum caflier this century. This
curriculum-stresses "creative self-activity” and utilise’
‘games and play to mect the needs of the age group. It,

'~ however, needs to be adapted to local cnndmms

,..|.

- The: govemment has- declared : primary cducation

cnmpulmry and aims to raise literdcy rate tc at least 50
.~ pér cent, within.the shortest possible time from below 30
per cent as at present. How-difficult, however, the lask is
-.may be imagined from the Tact that about a third of the
68.000 villages in the- country ‘have no primary school
today. It is understandable that the bulk of the-available
resources have 10 be dwcncd towards building schools in
the villages. As in the urban centres the dependence will
.continuc to be parﬂy on pnvatc mmauw:: 50 kindergaitens

' I‘tmwcllmmcgap

Thou gh class CONSCIOUSTESS i Lhcn: in- lhlS socicty
~.wilh feudal-Icanitgs, it may not be right to” fault
~ kindergarten -for accentuating class distinction. On'the
.‘contrary by siphoning away alittle surplus income of the-

- afﬂucm and Spreading cducation hey rather help weaken

i,

" the class barricr. And education mdc.cd is Lhr.: nost potcnt
- weapon agamsl such prc_ludmcs

A look at the social scene wuuld alsn mvcal that Lhe
s pumber of. thf:. mlllmnnalrcs and bitlionnaircs . has

: fmcmascdﬂby “a nu‘mbcr of tlmcs isince-the liberation. 1F -+
~these nouveay nchc ‘carindf’ gét within the country the ”

education they’ want for their children, Lhcy would send

" them to institutions abroad. Again thosc cnrolled 1n e
kindergartens are not all from the wealthy familics. A’
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large percentage of the children come from the middle -

- class familics for whnm the fccs chargcd arc lmlc ioco -
hcavy - - T '

* The' s:luaunn thus clcarly calls for gavcmmnnt

. intervention so-that the kindcrgartens not only maintain
financial disciplinc.but also nccessary teaching standard
- $0 that thc clicnis gct Lhmr mnncy S wnnh_ )
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