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] Kmdergarten And Engllsh
.~ Medium Schools * - { | :

‘One of the most recumng debates by . both educa- f

. tionists and parents is about the quality of tcachmg in °

) - the many Kindergarten and English Mediom schmls, &

" in the city. The prevailing’ consensus is that except“' ;

for a-few it is generally bélow standard but rarely is a +

~ solution forthcoming. It is therefore ‘somewhat ré-

~ freshing when an organisation, — the Bangladesh

Kindergarten Association — takes the "bull by the " :

horns." It has called on the.authorities to draft out i
new policy guidelines in consultation with them the

. present rules and: regulatlons that. ‘govern: the l
* Kindergarten and Enghsh Medmm schools are 100 |
= c:amphcated A T |

The Associdtion hlames thc lack of a-.well-
thought out policy for handlcappmg most of these
schools though some. do try to maintain an interna- -
tional standard. But - thesé are few and far between
for there are. many more who either cannot or will

-not, and ‘these give the others a bad name. Some .
- make no bones-over the fact that they are-"in the.
*  business” only for makmg maney and thesc surely, .

have to be weeded out.. S

Of more importance is the fact that unless the

- present lackadaisical ‘attitude by. the authorities to-

ward these schools is replaced by a more positive |
one, students flocking to schools in th1s sector are

going to suffer. . - - |

The fifst rcqu:rementls a standard cumculum to
;, be used in all schools. At present thercfls no such
* 'et:?ndard and children changing schoais have to pur—

. thase school books anew. Many schools use a mix-
ture of books—some prescribed by the Bangladesh
Text Book Board and others in general use in
| English Medium schools abtoad. Although some of
these institutions consider Bengali to be of equal im-"
_portance as Engllsh there are. many that do not:
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_if academic excel]ence is to befassxjred b'ut many??
‘schools fail on this count. But if a.sound pﬂhcy IS
what we want this can no longer be allowed. -

.- The large number of contenders for seats in such -
~ schools is surely an-indication of the value somcty
places on them but, unless’ teachmg can be made up -}
, to the standard these will fail:to deliver bright prod- |
" ucts: In-other words there mustibe’a fibhcy whlch“‘* |
allows only those schools capable of maintaining an
“international standard both in terms: of curricula and

‘teachmg, to stay in busmess
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