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7990 'f(fir‘;neff 'c"ild workers\ -'%
enrolled in MOU schools ;

Staff Correspondent

A total of 7990 former child work-
ers in the garment factories have

| been enrolled in 3157 schiools till

December 1996 under.a Mesoran-

| dum of Understanding (MOU) to
1 free the garment factories from child

labour, - 'S

The schools .known as “MOU*:
schools” are run by NGOs like Bang-' -

ladesh Rural Avancement Commit- -
tee (BRAC)' and.Gano Shaharya
Sangstha (GSS).”January, 31 is the
first anniversary of the commence-
ment of the education programme
for former child workers released

from garment factories.

According to a UNICEF study
that following declaration by

| BGMEA, there had been checking

by ILO monitoring teams in Decem-

E ber 1996 who found that factories by
| -and large were free from child

labour., BRAC and GSS have
allowed these children to attend
school pending venfication by ILO
BGMEA.

Of the total 10,546 children
enumerated in the initial factory sur-
vey, 5118 have now turned 14. They
are legally eligible to work in a

plementing agencies have agreed
with regard to children who have
aiready been admitted to encourage
and allow them to remain in MOU
schools even after attaining 14 years
of age until they complete their basic
education.

The drop-out rate from these
ﬁ[OU schools is as low as five per
cent. The most recent drop-outs are
those who are now legally eligible for
employment. Others ocontinue to
leave school because they need to
work full-time in other jobs or be-
cause they cannot afford to live in the
city and.have “to retum to their
villages. .~ *\.

Children dltendmg the MOU
schools are getting cash stipends pro-
vided by BGMEA and ILO. The
cash stipends so far distnbuted
among the children of MOU schools
amounted to Tk 44,31,768. A toal of
5017 enrolled children have 1eceived
stipends for the period covering upto
November 1996. Stipend money is to
be distributed among enrolled stu-
dents by the 10th of the following
month, dlstnbutmn of stipend money
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delayed as new system of distribution
i1s going to be introduced from Janu-
ary 1997. The Agreement between |
“the ILO and the Social Investment
Bank has just been concluded. UN-
ICEF termed it as a positive develop-
ment that the Social Imvestment
Bank is taking the responsibility for -
the distnibution of stipend money.

Since thg Declaration by BGMEA

that the garment secior is free from
child labour as of October 31, 1996,

- momtoning of factories by ILO is
continuing. Durilg the intensive
monmtoring, it found that approx-
imately 68 per cent of the factories
had no child labour. In December I
1996 to January 1997, the ILO moni-
tors agatn carricd out monitoring
visits to factories and found that by
and large the garment factories were .

not employing children. They found
| only few cases of violation.
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