Thﬂ planning of mudern pub-
lic library. senru:es in Bangla~
. desh owes its ungm to the est-
abhslﬂnent of Central PRublic
_ Library .in Dacca and to the
structure suggested by Mr L.C.
fKey, an UNESCO expert from
Australia, who on a request -
from the then Government of
‘Pakistan, surveyed the library

port to the -Governmeni in
1956. In his report he recom-

public libraries at- Chittagong,
' Khulna and Rajshahi—the three .
-*,. divisional Theadquarters. Subse-,
r quently it was decided that oné
library at each district head-
E rs, one library™at each of
the 37 sub-dwlsmnal headguar-
* ters and one library at each of
' the Thana headquarters should
4 be provided with lump grants.
. It will appear from the above
fact that administrative unit of.
the governmernt has been taken
' as the basis for gradual expan-
sion of public library services
in Bangladesh and that urban
areas have cume under consi-
- deration, .

This dmmlstrahjve-mut-ba-
'sis may suit other development
planning - of the public service.
.But strict adherence to this
principle will lead us out of
the {rack.in publu: library pl.an- ’
-ning, s

« . The’alin of' any puhhc 5€r=, -
vlce is 1o reach the entire po-
pulation as far as possible. But,

. unlike ' other pubhc services,
publc library services' aim at
educated population only. It-
must be borne in our mind that
.public library service. is strictly
limited to literacy. Unless a-.

particular area comes to a cera

tain -standarg literacy it will -bea

, unjudicious to plan public lib-"

, rary -service there at this stage.

. oStandard literacy it a mne-qu&
non to'.public- library service, -
- When literacy is  built, up ‘the
consideration that comés next:

. 1s the ‘size of that literate po’
. pulation or the edur:ated popu-
latmn. '

The sme ﬂf the educated po-
pulatmniwﬂl determine, on the
one hand, the categnry of pub-

1 lic library service a particular
area deserves, and, on the other,
‘, .ii - . . ———

'}

Municipal -

]
isltuatmn and submitied his re-

mended the settingup of ‘three .

~xan ,__qu'ést for a new basis

Area.

the pnurity ta be fixed, "

Let us, study different mﬁni--

cipal areas and observe the an-

Inmalnus gituation ~ that’ has
...arisen. ('I‘able .. '

.According’ to the gize nf ‘the
ucated population Narayan-
and Barisal -municipal

areas ought to have come under
public library service - conside-

ration after Dacca, Chittagong"

and Khulna, - Ignoring these
areas we have planned public
library service  at -Rajshahi
municipal area. Again Rajshahi
with its small size of educated
population”is not yet ready for
the- categnry of service we are
imparting in Dacca, Chittagong

-and Khulna, But being the Di-

visional headguarters it got the

priority under- the ‘administra-

tive unit basis. -This does- not,

-however, mean -that - Rajshahi.
- does not need

. public 1lib-
rary service. But ‘it needs the
service its size of educated po-
pulation deserves, So more of

'such anomalies will crop up if
-we follow the existing princi-
ple and in that case the whole
will be like .putting the cart
. before ‘the horse. ;

It is time that we puf a stop

. to this fallacious principle and

its resulting anomaly. This ob-

viales the necessity of gpecify-

‘ing standards of (1) the size of
the educated . population "and
*(2) the category of library - ser-

vices that these dJ.fﬁerent smes

need,
The UNESCQ has set a stan-

. dard for public libraries. In

specifying the . different 'stand-
ards it took total population
into consideration. If we follow

the UNESCO Standards it will

. .
e T ;- IS u - I
- To

et %

. ‘I"ABLE_.-I:

. Population.

of our natmnal ecﬂnumy,, we -
cannot aim at that standards. .
We may have an ub:ective]’and;-.'
feasible plan if we set the stan-
dard based on nur educated'
ulation: only. AT
i;“:‘Ili'\‘a"c us take Dacca Central
Public Library with Dacca mu-
nicipality ' as its area of . §er-
vice, Dacca municipality has;a.
population o 13,10,976, Accnrding
to UNESCO Standard minimum .
book requirement for . public '
library .servica in Dacca.muni-
cipality is 19,66,464 titles, {at the
rate 1.5 book per capita).the’
gtze of the building will -be
3.27,600 sft. (floor space). These .
standards appear to be too high.

If we calculate this minimum |
on the educated population¥of
Dzacea, the book  requirement -

" gtands at 7,16,446: and theisize

of the building will be"1,19,250
"gft. Thowgh this standards‘also.
seemn quite high, perhapsjwe
may take this as an attamable_
fstandard. N

Majority of our- educated pﬂ- -
pulation reside in the . 134%ur-
‘ban areas. They live.in' close
proximity and inh a compact area
with better communication faci- -

- litles than available in 'the rural" -
_ areas. Out of these urbantareas

72 has municfpal administration.

. On a study of the different size !

of educated population “availa-

' ble in different municipal "areas

we may set up-a standard {size
fnr our planning (Table® 2) :

- ‘Corresponding to the’ gabmw'
mze we may have four, catego-
ries of public library services:

» a Public Library.System.”

i b Public Library i Syst&m

(emiall).
¢ Public Lib Smgla
unit {Medmm} R

seem too ambitious ‘a plan to d Public Libra qdng
be 1mp1emented. At ﬂ:us staga | unit lSmau)-* w
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TABLE 3

. Standard sime ol Edtma.tetl Pnpulatinn for Publin

Library 8ervice..

latmn.

50,000 . and abnve but belnﬁ
- Population.

. 90,000 and above but heluw 50000 etlucated po-

puldtion, .

- 1,060,000 and abowe upto 209000 Educatiun Popu-

7

1 oo'ooo Eclucated ;

'
1
[

Belaw 20000 educated pnptﬂatinn. - |

P we correlate “these two. * Public ‘Library service frnmi

a Public
(full

1,00.000 to 2,00000

set of standard e.merges

Library Sj;mem
sizey Ed. POP '

tondards, one single’ a single. building is centnpetalt
sets of & ¢ and. thraugh a system is“:
cerfni‘ugal
This apprnach of publiu
hbrary plarming will give.:

- with _branches
i around will’ give us g Public
i Library system. For

) small system.

b Public Library System
(Small) Ed. Pop 50,000

- ¢ Public L1brar3r Single
i'Umt (Medmm)aEd. Pop-
;" 20,600 1ahd” above :

..", - &~ above-

d Pubhc Lihrgry
Below 20,000. Lt

- An_explenation is necessary
jfor this categorization. of . Pub-

.lic Library services, Like any-

cther puhhc services the aim
of Public Librarv
to carry the
doorstep of the users.

" The main itém of our service
maferial is book. With -bock

- we serve the readers. Collect~
1 ing ‘-books for one single build- -

ing and asking users to coms

to a single place for the - ser-
- goverrment

vice are .againsi the principle
of Public service. Now  our
object of rea) service may . ba

realised only when we pmvlde._

faor the sarwca points through-

j'luut the thiékly populated areas

of the locality. These service
pomts or branches will be fed

zand controlled by the Central

Library. For every 10,000 edu-

iuated populaiién we may have.

"a branch. A central llbrary

spread all

two lacs educated . population
in 2 compact area we have a
" gystem. Dacea

gystems, Khulna

have a system and Narayan—
- (62.000) may- E0O. Iur .

T

. Smﬁle )

serviceg s -
semcetn the

‘mary stchoo]
ev'ery '

niummpall.tx
- (4. 77,000y will have twn sucly .
' and Ch:tta--
gong municipalitieg will = each

| rat'nnala and will-.be sys
- temafic in r:arrying the. public
¥ library . senme to the entire
educatinn population of the
naticn by a ne’mnrk of Public
lerarles S

Cnce thr s.tandard is set-the
next problem will bz one "of
huge fund require@d- for the
establishment of a network of
public .library system. A big
sum of our estimated cost is
normslly spent on land and
buildings. For -any expansicn
programme  this therefore is a
big-irdle.: In my humble
cpinion we may minimize this
cost thr!ugh optimum use c-fl

t.he existing buildings. Branches’

f Public Iibrary system and
‘1:uthe1 service points may suit-
ably be set up in the existing
and non-govern-,
ment primsry School buildings.*
These buildings remam un-

-utilized “after 2 pan. ~ Public
‘easily ' -utilize |

Libraries can
these buildings between 3 P m. s
and . 8 p.m.

If national interest is upper
most in our mind there may
b2 an agreement. between tha
public library suthority
the public library auﬂmnty at
the government level. The pri-’
authority, un-
der this scheme, will give the
right to use these  buildings
and the public’ library eutho-
rity will'. provide the stafl,
bcoks, furniture and the run-
ning cost of library  service
pcints.  Money thus saved
could be utilised for  books
whichh is the real need for

- Public Library Service. A
R et




