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Accuracy Of Statustucs '

| .1t has:been reported reeently that the World
I - 1 Bank in‘its just finslised report on the economio| R
R  situation in Bangladesh has raised questions abouit! |
SRR t R the accuracy and . adequacy “of official - stauistics. .
R | Iabuut growth pefformance - and national incomeyj ° N 005
R - f accounts. According to the World Bank, the - dis~} |
fee SR crepancies in official statistics about the country’s
E . -+ growth performance in major sectors raise impor-
. tant questions about the adequacsr of current na-|
- ‘tionol accounts statistics as:a tool . of meastiring -
. -~ economnic performance. The repart further noted | IS
| that even the new . statistical methadalog:; intro- - a
- duced ty . our official - statistical agency, Bangladesh |
Bureau ﬂf Statistics (BBS) only in November. 1933
c . icontains deﬂciencles in several arefs. - |
. .. 't ¥cr any economy, the importance. ol accu-
e 7 lrate staiistics can “hardly , be overemphasized, par-
e © - tculally if the economy, like ours, iaces enormous
¥ L % + - = . problems.. This is because under such cireunistan-
L s - ces 10 'qul'be those problems, the factors respon-{ °
*r S ‘sible for them must be correctly identified. This -
.+ . < 7 . cannot be-done unless correct: data are avnilable !
S " | on relevant|-socio-economic variables. - Therefore, |
N T . ime of tiie ~basic pre-requisites for .the study of;
e - an economy (is the -existence of correct mturmation
~ T s on dts various aspecss. : | - :
2 e B "~ The. Iack of pmper and adequa* | statxstlcs - S
L | can be 8 real obstzcle to the formulation uand. im-- ~ - -
; e o plcmentation of the correct set of wpolicics in an
I | jeconomy., l-mw Mmuch ‘Tesources we ‘really Have, how
‘ inuch axd we ap. aclually going to - get, what is the |
o .- Investrent: ﬂeed of the economy to achisva a par- | .
T R .- ticular growth rate—these are - some of .the ques-
L - juens on-which we must have accurate irfornation |
Cv e - Y4n order to fonnulate the .country’s diffece=¢ socio |
e econonmc policies Similarly we . must huve proper .
e T T  data on issués like. total agricultural and industrial
e L - productions,| the current inflation: rate, ‘population
S - . .growth, etc.|to steer the €conomy in the right di-

-

oy

L - . rection. As far as our donors are concerned, they
e - also cannot funnel the required amoun; of assis-
. - ..~ ‘tance intn our ecoriomy unless ‘they have correct |
- - informalicn’jon our various needs, our own efrorts ]
as well as our ahsorptive capacity | - | , -
- In any economy, therefore, mere is ‘a need - o i
for e .central statistical organisation which should - | |
be highly professional, developed and efficient. Its |
| _ | task wo. id be to colléct, process and supply up-to- -
e - . {date, {:orr@rehensive and dependable Infcrmation:
R - [on any ,,aspect of the .economy, be il socinl, politi-. | - » S
- S . cal or economic. In.this regard, the repu..ation nf - S SR
.. e o - 0 ithe Central ‘Stdtistlml Orgacizetion (CSO) in the o - T o
Lo R UK, Statistw* Canada in Canada -is - quite. vell- ' R e
A known.’ It is really unfortunate that even after be- | Cog e
- S ~_.ing - in ' existence- for quite . some time N
. . T T hefore 1971 -even after being strength- i o PR B
e v I - {enéd in tenns of 'men, rhoney and ' .other . ,
L e | - - {facilities during the last- fifteen years and even af- | “
-~ " |ter-changes (in methodology for data collection, the ! -
. infornation | provided by our -central statistical | . S ;
S s T - Ecrgqnization is called iri questions by .. rese.rchers, o N
, S . EXDPerTs andimternatwnal :agencies: This ~must be,| . ° E
1‘1t!ure=. taj,!;tfé act#that eithier the methodﬁlsﬂy* 1t~ rm- ‘ R -
Now-isifallty or-the datatit- publishes.  are “manitdy. =~ . = .
pulated. Under such circumstances, how is it pos- | N S
sible to uvndertake  _proper policies Whiea would E Y
really sclvé -our -problems? . . o = F
S : . : .. In the developed countries, ‘there aze IMANY :
A - . . .private organizations which' not only publish data | k)
o ~ yon different socio-economic and .political issues| . L
. | ' hut sleo make forecasts. They are held in high O |
. ) R esteem and the information and forerasting provi- | * R
= S '1ded hy-them are treated with much fesbect. The | N S W
Economic Intelligence Unit (EIU) in the field of e w .
Economics and the Gallup Opinion Poll Agency m* C e e S
- | Politics are two such organizations. Most of the " LW
.o - gmrﬂmmenls take-notes of what these orpanisations »
- © . are faying and economic changes are made, cabi- , L
~__nets resign and new elections are’ called on the N ST
Bl hasis of the information provided by suth.organi- |
sations. All these become possible becanse of the |
high credibility of the uﬂonnation provi ded by
lhese organisations. I
. Because of the underdeveloprﬁen* of the
economy und.a limifed market for ln[crrmatmn
private statlstical organisations cannot ba. oxpected i
to ‘develop in.an econoiny:like ours. Under- such |
circinnstances, the only alternative is to make the §
governrmentaj statistwal organisation more, capabie, |
efficlen® and . developed so that they, can provide |
up—t{)—datﬁ depmdable and accurate . information | |
on every gspect of the social, economic and politi- |
¢cl life of our country., If that can be done, ther
not only the organisation will be Iomked aron with
rredibility and. respect, but it will msa e able to
provide us with all the information | reqiired t
formulate various socio-economic: 'ot:licips cap
ot rolving the pmblems of ouv ecomn my L _/A
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