I address the following
few words to anyone who is
somecne in the hierarchy of
‘our helm of affairs.

Problem : I have
nearly 33 years, first asa
.student and then as 'a
teacher so far on the Dhaka
University Campus, It hurts
_me to say that things are
| very very bad on the Cam-

pus. Pistols and other
. firearms are everywhere, in
| the streets, ip the halls,
| instde the class and  inside

the examination hall.
Hijacking,  snatching,
irobbery, bomb - throwing,
" |etc., are the order of the
day. But this is ~ nothing

wind started blowing some
years ago. And it must be
remembered that the D.U.
“Campus is not an - isolated
‘place, itisa part of the
‘country, and is therefore
not better or worse than
the rest. But for obvious
-1easons, events of this Cam-

pUs appear more ‘conspicu- -

ous than those of the rest

of the couantry.

Reasons: The D.U.
campus and the campuses of
the halls and departmeats
L within the Campus are most

insecure, and totaily exposed
. and unprotected., Any mis-
) creant can come to the
- campus anytime, do any
mischief he likes and escape
unchallenged. It is a  ‘duty
free zune' for all - the *mas-
tans” (hooligans) of the city.

- Now the episode of only
'- one day. On the' 18th
. Japuary this year my

daughter was
home from the Curzon Hall
area after attending her

j slasses. As her rickshaw took

) right turn towards the

British Council, two men
rushed towards her and got

hold of her rickshaw. It was

11-45 a.m. One of them

pointed a sharp screw-driver

~ 13t her throat .and, _started

lmawnk"‘“‘iﬂgrh ,,hangles It

was hurting her, so she took

them off hereself and
handed over to them.

- The miscreants then ran

toa cream colored car

- parkcd in front of the BUET

School, got i1n and drove

away. Many people were in
the street and saw the whole

speont

new, in fact this kind of .

‘a motor

returning.

opinions of our r

- feat are 0of popular interest a
‘however,- do
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‘drama taking place but did

nothing to stop them. Half
an hour earlizr, the same
day,a cream-coloured car
was bijacked from infroat
of the - D.U. Registrar’s
Office, and the 'same noon

the rickshaw of a lady and -

her danghter was stopped
in another place inside the

campus and - all  their

ornaments were snafched

away. . -
When my terrified

daughter reached home she
was all in tears. One of her
friends from a neighbouriog
house came to sece and
console her. That girl went
out the same evening. When
she was returning home at
about [0 p.m. with her
husband, ber rickshaw was
stopped by .three men riding
cycle 1n front of
the British Council and took
away everything they  had,
while the two uniformed
guards of the  British

‘Council were watching the

whole operation from their
hiding standing like a  pair
of banana trees, and they
did nothing to help them.
The second and the
third incidents mentioned
above were reported in the
press but not the other

onés., According to the
opinion of the victims,
none of these miscreants

appeared to be students. In
fact most of the mijscreants

" involved in antisocial activi-

tieson the campus are
outsiders. Yet all the bla-

mes go to the campus. Iti1s
not unlikely that these
miscreants do have some

agents within the campus
itself.- .
Nobodyv would
that the Ilaw

believe
enforcing

agencies do not know these

miscreants ; they simply do
pot or cannet catch  them,
presumably because of ° the
fear nf snmethmg or some-
one or 'soine * people™!’ What
~ kind of a ¢.vilised nation it
is whose tax-paying citizens
do not get protection of the

law  erforcing agencies
against the anty.social ele-
ments !

Soiution : The D.U.

campus must be walled off
immediately, leaving a few
gates at Sﬂ]ECIEd points. The

' residential

~of the East’.

e ey ey el _sessEEeS. MR-

gates would be guarded, not
by illiterate or half Iiterate
‘darwans’ as 15 done today,
but by well-educated and
well-trained personnel, in
such a way that 0o one
could get in or out without
their knowledge.

. The same arrangements

‘should be made for - the

halls and depariments as

well. Nowhere in the rest of

the world would you find
an ‘educational institute
where one can enter
without permission. Every
institute is a kind of family

_unit, it has its own privacy

of a kind and it must be

protected.
Problem : Dhaka Uni-
versity has been facing

tremendous difficulties bes
cause of

administrative compli-
cations..
Reason: At present,

Dhaka Unijversity is sailing
on ‘'two boats’. It is neither
nor affiliating.
Nowhere in the rest of the
world would you find such
a funny and unrealistic
situation, |

Til 1947, jt was a
residential  university, 1n
the model of Oxford (hence
the ‘Oxfnrd. of the Easl’),
and, -confined to
town’ which was justa
district headquarter. As we
know, a residential univer-
sity 15 only a residen-
tial university, where the
teachers, students and other
employees live together in
or around .the campus. .

Thus there exists some
kind of social coatacts
between them throughout
the day and throughkout the
year. An affiliating univer-
sity has no such bother-
ation, 1t , prepares syllabi,
holds examipations and
offers degrees.

Lately, cvery‘body who
1s somebody - (or even no
body) is cnmmentmg on the
stﬁfé“&ﬁh‘ﬁ'mrsfnf thedDU."
campus and none fails to
mention the phrase ‘Oxford
That is whyI
have ventured to add a few
words about the nature of a
residential university.

Moreover, it so happened
that I was a student of the
‘Oxfﬂrd ofthﬂ West® (i.e.

" the OXFORD)

»what it was till 1947,
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~as well as
the <“Oxford of the East’
(i.e. the psendo-Oxford )
and therefore I can claim to
know a ilittle bit of the
both. Itis strange-almost
disgusting-that  everybody
regrets that the "Oxford of
the East' is no more what it
was, but nobody cares to

find out the reasons.

As already mentioned,
Dhaka Unjversity  was
Then
suddenly-something happen-
ed. In 1947, the heavy
Gohiath-like  burden of all

the colleges of Banglsdesh®

(then *East Pakistan’) fell on
the tiny shoulder of the
David-like Dbaka Univer-
sity.

Dhaka University had
neither the capability nor
the experience of such a
burden. Butat ihat time
there were only a dozen or so
colleges oifering degree pass
courses, and so the burden
was not  as heavy as itis
now. With the passing of
time more and more colleges
were established, more and.
more colleges started degree
pass courses, and finally
some colleges started hon-
ours and master courses
(and always without the
prior permission of the
university authority although
it was always a ‘must’). -

As a result ‘the conflict
between the residential and
affiliating images of -the
university, became more and
more sharp. And the climax

seems t0 have  reached
recently when all the
honours graduates of the

colleges demanded that they
bhave a *right’
masier’'s degree 1n the unive-
Isity proper, whether or not
provisions are there in their
colieges and whether or not
the university has the capa-
city to absorb them. -

Well, they have won
their right. What kind "™ of
‘right’ 1s this and bhow they
have achieved this has been
witnessed by the insiders of
the campus, the outsiders

should wait (but not for
long) to see the coose-
quences.

( To be cnntmued )
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