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Murder on the campus

* . Thé midoight murder on the Dhaka
¢ b University. campus -Tue day  and the gun-
“  ‘‘battle that followed in the morning between
- AT | rival. student groups come as a great |
A i shock to all .and deserve to - be squarely

, condemined. - They remind one of  the
" university’s tragic record , of -bloodletting
,including the ghastly death of  seven stu-
dents in 1973, For the -last one month,
‘when a semblance- of academic discipline
appeared . to be returning, the campus
-heard the sabre rattling by militant groups
‘trying to establish ‘their supremacy by -
-terror tactics. . What bappened on Tuesday
and - Wednesday ‘were the culmination of

the tension that was beiog built up since

the begioning of July, -~ .~ . . .
- The trail of events.which" took two
valuable.- lives, a student and a rickshaw .
driver caught - io the crossfire, clearly indj-
cates that armed groups had taken virtual
control of the campus.. The nation has .
been - shocked by the - senseless killing
which show -that the calm on the outside {
covered deeprooted problems of lawless-
iness in the university. A'te:dency to evade
the -university’s disciplinary code started '
-when the provosts seemed - (o relax their
f control over the student-hostels and armed
+groups, some flaunting thems:lves as sty-
dents. There are instances when "groups - *
' roamed.-the campus in broad daylight with

?:ﬁrearms*-qh'allen_ging the uoniversity admi- -
(pistration'and the laws of the land. This
"hds been possible- because no actions were
' taken against such arrogance, .

+. -1t is.a great tragedy that the Dhaka
University whose | lecture theatres once. {
"echoed the ‘voices of such -intellectya] |
"giants  as. the physicist Prof Satyen Bose
and the‘mathematician Prof Kazi Motaher
Y Hussain should - degenerate into spawning
grounds of violence ani terrorism. Ig the
process, the university' has ‘lost many .
‘acamedic . sessions and the students. some
'very. valuable years from their lives, It
| was ‘only recently that - the utiversity’s ¢
i'acédemio' council were taking serions steps
‘to deal with “session Jams”’" created .by |
overlapping academic years. Unfortunately,
-the university.‘has’ to go for another
‘unscheduled .closure caicelling. all op-
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‘going ..examip
f’*’"’f The government and 'ﬂlgh,é".-_; opposition.
-parties unside Parliament had’ reached a
momentous :decision recently that violence
would ' be eradicated’ from the campus
and that peace would be restored “in the |
‘universities.. This. had raised high hopes,. .
But despite such a consensus, no measures.
could be. taken to implement-the decision.
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! The consensus "-inside Parliament had
opened a window of - opportunity- for
bringing back a proper academic climate. .
iThat window. is still open but the nation
which is visibly concerned at the situation
must act ip wnisop, -~ - -
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