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Dy Aminal tsbam, an e -
nent phitosopher and professor
of the department of Philoso-

- phy, Dhaka University, in an
exclusive - interview with the
New Nation opined that the
pregent admission system and
procedure at the Universities
of the country should . be
changéd. \

He said, “it's true that
there is an inordinate delay in
the admission of first yéear sty.-
dents at- the ‘universities of
Bangladesh and that studenty
have to waste more than A

| yearto be admitted.

Prof Islam _ said that
| there should be a-.review
» of the whole procedure

and svstem and"the university
| admission of ihe students
| should be handled centrally by
| ‘2 Board of 'Admission compri-
f sing of representatives of ail
the technical and general uni-
versities of the country,

pitfal of the preserit admi ssipn
{ svstem, philosopher Islam said
that the

system is the fact:

| -universities for admission and
|’ is.in most cases sclected by
more than. one universities.
Ultimately that student gets
himself admitted in a place bt
“his seat remains. vacant in
other universities depriving
| others of the seat. = - &
' This is particuiarly true in

ments where many students
-once selected in, say, Physics
and -Chemistry, ultimately go
to either medical or engineer.-
ing. Besidées, under the present
. system a student

j sities for as long as six months
- Just-to appear at the tests and
| 5ix- months more “for his
results.” This is-nothihg byt a
" harassment for ‘the students,
' he added. - ¢
E Once there is 3 " Ceéntrat
Body-to look after the matte,
nattonally, sucha erisis would
not remain - and a great relief
would definitely epsye in the
long run, Dr Islam affirmed,

- VARSITY AUTONOMY
 Inreply toa question re-
lating autonomy he candidly
. said. “university gutonomy is
| today a reality and 8o the ques-
tion of its being Otherwise
doez not arise. He further
{ added,” no authority, however
powerful and mighty it condsi.
ders itself, has anv moral right
to deprive the university of iig
legitimate right of administer-
Ing its own affgirs.”
" When - Prof Islam’s, the
Provost of » DU’ ‘Surja Sen
Hall attention wag drawn to
Question ‘of amendment of
University Order 1973, he said
| 'whether it needs or does
-hol need any amendment ig yn..
S doubted {y‘a. matter of conside-:
i | if the university
community feels so, they woyld

themseives sit and decide o n
its fate ™ T PO

When asked to identify the'

“one.weakness of the present’

| same student applies to various

the case of the science depart-
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- insplte of our best effarts, pro- -

ivd hoeman vilues aloft . -

SESSION JAM

Prof Aminul [slam who
successfully played the role of
Chairman of D{’s Phitosophy
Dept from 1979 to 82 and was

algo the Director of the Contre = =~

for Advanced Research in. Hu-
manities of DU from 1984 1o
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ts very much -conscious o
session jam and_holding exami.
nation on schedulé, He said i hat
they have taken a few measures
which include sacrificing week-
ly holidays and holding extra
classes to bring things up-to-
date, | "
- However, he .admitted.”

blem$ are still looming large
because there are various forces
and factors beyond our control.
The university is not ait iscia.
ted island ang we do . not live-

. inan ivory tower. The unjver-

¢ hastomove !
- and hankerafter all the univer.. !

sity of Dhaka. is after all" a
university of Bangladesh and
50 one can imagine it to remain
unaTected by what is going on -

|

_ Dr Istam further said that |

:!t lggthfy. who after g 1ot of
cuberations proposed -and

drafted the ;nrdinaﬁgn:_and in

;. consequence ‘it recejved the

approval of the then national

. non - controvergial . parlia-

ment. He maintained ¢f.

, the university
COMMunity  apngd e

- DUCSU ELECTION
- Prof Aminy] Islam said the

¢lection of the D ‘Univer-
~ Sity Central  Students IIeceos

i
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87, said that DU administeation

a8 groups.”

_pink panel would, 1 am

of our activities so

-misunderstanding  ahout (he
—.."—""'"--—_-_-.__.._... :

L —

wr the country, Natlhe wnrriéq

.and miseries which affect’ the
/the

whole nation also aﬁm;
untversity tao leading tg 583~
Jion jam.” ’

LAST SENATE

When Dr Islam was asked
to explain why hisg panel 1ot
i 1he last Senate Elegtion he
said that.in the world of
democracy there is 3 soung
competition gmong multiplo
groups or patties and there '
are always ups and 'downs

for Individuals. a3z wel

*The ac}tqehic group I
helong to has also its own record

~of success, Failure has.' never
. sealed the fate of any party nor .

has suce:2ss given any party g
blank cheque for unending vigs -
tory. The sorry figuce of my
sure,
give us-a fresh opportunity  to
have a reappraisal and review.
that in .
future it can overcome its
present  obstacles .and get
better prepared for collective
welfare- of the teaching com-

‘munity, he added. Prof Islam.
" it may be mantined. here, ig the.

lucky one out of two who, how-
€ver, become Senate members
from the pink panel. .

PHILOSOPHY AND

PHILOSOPHERS’ ROLE

IN BANGLADESH
Author of more+ than 30 °

- text books and‘research papers

in philosophy Dir A Islam whije

-talking on the role of philoso- .

phers in Bangladesh said, “let
me first mentron a widespread

TQur practical life.

tole of philosophers js

.. of our
-erresion  of moral values,

itue. At least -the Ki
philosophy and records of past
phitlosophers - dq nat  gorra-

borate ir."

! that in
life:  alsa such 8

badly
needed today, practicaily at g
'ime when we age going throug}
a serious ¢risly in’ the sacio.
pol itico-clltural. Jife
nation, | _
He again pointed qur that ¢
we are’ riddled with 3 lot nf‘;i

He further added
our nationa)

social, moral and politicat ..
problems and there jg conti+ -
need unrest in al spheres
lives, We - hear. of

deliquency, drug--addication,
unemployment, fack of unity

.among political parties and a

lot of similar other evils. All
these have joi

“In sych an atmosphere."
he said ‘the phtlosephers of
the country have 2 very signi-
ficant role ¢o play. They
should particufarly  strive
for a fresh Philosoptyy whieh
sheel consist of the car-
dinal ideals of ogr natioral
and gultaral heritage and wliich
will fit in with present

(Interviewed by M, Alam}‘
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