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N the. early. second decade of the

fﬁi'”ﬂ:ﬂ'ﬁmh'ff'*ﬁacentury, after the
iutment of the partition of Bengal
P11); one€ of the popular demanids of

¢ Mulimsof Eastern Bengal was the-
{ablishment of 2 University at
haka. A delegation consisting of Sir
fawab Salimuilah, Nawab Syed
Hawab All Chowdhury,
Sher-e-Bangla - AK. Faziul Haq
waited ~ upon the . Viceroy Lord
Hardinge when he was on an official
visit to- Dhaka i Japuary 1912. The
-deputation pressed. @ *. \1EOTous
giemand for

*1912 the British Government issued a-
- . communique statin :
the: establishment of a University at
~Dhaka. : |
P .
1. May - 1912 the Government
 published a résotution in regard to the
lﬁprﬂposad‘ Udiiversity of Dhaka and

t appointed a committee consisting of -
13 -members,” “called the Nathan:
iCorhmission, 10 friime a schethe. The -

Lommittee, after.-. a 'thorough
tgiscudsion recommended for a state
sponsored -residential University *al
Dhaka. When the Nathan Committee
Repoit was published the Bengalt
intelligentia - expressed their views

both for and against the scherme.
Finally, the report was approved by

the Secretary -of State in December
1913. A Caleutta  University
Comitiission  Was¥ appointed 1o
recommend J - farther valuable.

guggestions regarding the constitution

\and management the Upiversity of’

-:Dhﬁkﬂ-

.

| ' Eventually, iha__]':l,hak_a University

Act, 1920-was passed by the Indian
March 1920,

'{egislative Council in
This Act offered a legal basis for the
constitution of a residential
- Yniversity at Dhaka., On-the first of
December of the

I;Elaka for a term of five years.
*The Universit:;; of Dhaka formally

ened its doors for the students on-

Jisly 1, 1921. It inherited the estate of

the Ramna area comprising 600
8d  Secretanidt
1

-t adjacent buildings), Government

House (old High Court building) and

hbout 100 beautiful Bungatows.
Initially, the University had 3
1 faculties: Arts, Science and Law. The
“Fhculty of Arts
! gepartments: English, Sanskrit _and
'Bengali, Arabic and Islamic Studies,
_ Urdu, =~ History,
 Phitosophy, political - Economy and

“Education. The Faculty of Science.
iric departinents:
‘Mathematics, Physics and Chemistry.’

; Law had only on¢
; deépartment, ie.,

+ ¥ The University began functioning

tmth a teaching staff of 60 members.
: The distinguished scholars ke !
: Mahamohapadhya Haraprashad

3"!-'51 hammad Shahiduliah,
; Langley. Haridas -
ﬁ"Rﬂmcsh

Rahman,
Nath Bose, (Gyan

; :huﬁes which ,were
University were for
(Pass and Honours), M.A.

and D.Sc. degrecs.

Subcontinent. Tt weas :
- 1tmnent. . dosign 1
the dlSIlﬂﬁ"‘E Chﬂfﬂﬂtcﬁsllgq'ﬂm%

tcaghing-cumtresidential University.
For the _ﬁrst time in the stb-continent
halkea introduced

held

den a University at Dbaka. -
‘Within a few weeks, on February 2,- ‘departments were

the decision ofv

Faziut Hug

3 o - i - .
Varous student orgamzations

 Umiversity in studies,

-1947 the University of
e same year P.J. .. SR
_Hartog was_ appointed the first:
¥ice-Chancellor of the University of -

Medical College), the otd Buildings of .
Dhaka College (Curzon Hall and its .

consisted  of 8

the Department of
:I:Law The total number of students '
ﬁ?.i'@g. &77, including double entry of 30 °

Bhattacharya, .
Chandra Majumdar,  A.F.
W.A. Jenkins, Satyandra
Chandra Ghosh,
E‘Naresh Chandra Sengupta Were the
teachers of the University. The
offered in the
B.A. and B.Sc.
: and
M.Sc.. L.T. and B.T., B.L. Ph.D. |

un'!he 'University of Dhaka Was ;
i unique in many respects in the Indiap |

In the University of Dhaka- classes
began during the academic scssion of
1921-22. Faculties of. Arts and Law
their ciasses
Secretariat building and those of |
Science, in the Curzon- Hall. The
Library . was situated in the Old
Secretariat building.. A gymnasium
was also constructed for the students..
Subsequently, during the period
1921-47 Dhaka University had.

. opened two more facutites: Faculty of perio
i faculties wer
[ Faculty

Agriculturc and Faculty of Medicine.
Many of the original departments
were sniidivided and . 8§ new
created. These,
were the Departments of Commerce,
French Languape,
Language, {lamic History X i
Culture, , Economics, Bengali,
Political Science and Biology. - The
number of teachers and students

me almost doubie. In the field of |
e ich -the University.
freat SuCCesS. During this period, 57
> cearch schblars obtained Ph.D. and
D.Sc.. degrees.
Departments of -the University also
Began - ‘orpanising seminars and-
tectures. In 1925 the University of
Dhaka published its first book, The
Early History of Rengal, written by
Ramesh Chandra Majumdat. The

. Dhaka University Bulietin began to

b¢  published regularly.  The
ity also bult two more
Halls—Salimuliah Mushim Hall_and.
Muslim “Hall—and one:
Women's Hostel during " the period.
initiative to arvange SpOTts
cultural  activiics in  various
Departments and Halls. Thus there
was remarkable development of the
research and
cultural activities dunng the ‘period,

1921-47. . ~
" At the end of the colonial rule i

R

Ml il

, Shastri, F.C. Turner, Fida Ali Khan, :

University ™
ies. The aty
ccorded the status ©
Province of East
University of Dhaka
the only Univers
Consequently,
the responsibilitics
Post-Graduate degrees
d supervision of 53
previously under
alcutta. In the
to 1971 more
o started-and these were:
(47-48),
(60-61), Faculty
1ty of Social
“Faculty™ of
(70-71). . 16
were sct up during
¢. departments
Relations,

Social
Journalism,
Library Science,
Soil Science,
Physics,
Some of ™ hundred
¢ University

academic circl
ced the

ponsibilit e The 1961 ordinance.

Act of 1920 and th
autonomy
tie tradition of the University
ow ordinance created.
in the .

" accept new res
of Dhaka was 2
capital- of the

f repla
. rejected
© democra
* of Dhaka. This
. @ “suffocating  atmosphere
i University. |
. Despite the
" attempt to rc
: the Unive
_central
movement of
Language Moy

- Liberauon of B
Universit
remarkab

i pation. It will be no €

in- the Oid* Pakistan.
became ity in the

_Province. it had to

» SSUME
' Masters' and
tand of affiliation an
Colleges which were
the University of C
m 1947

Pakistan Government’s
duce the autonomy of |
Dhaka it played the
autonomy
East Pakistan. Since the
ement of 1952 to the
angladesh in 1971 the
' Dhaka
le contributio
xaggerat
Socie-Political
1 of East Bengal, Dhaka
ake up a bold
the Liberation
ty became the
L several times
may. I the
teachers, ond
and few

Dhaka

ity of
d fro
of . Engineenng
>f Education
fof Arts (63-64), Facul
Science (69-70)

- developmen
University had to !

leadership. Dunng
' war ‘Dhaka Universi
cipal target of attac
he Pakistani
on War, i4

26 employees

ments
These were th
International

Saciology,

| period.

Psychology,
Weifare, Geograp
Languages,
Mathematics,
Zoology, Applied
d Pharmacy.
epartments’ Wwe
rtments
departmrents.

the University of
tablish several Univers
arch Centres on at . “
The Institute of

rch was the first 1961 and
followed by the . Unive
of Statistical Research and

of ¥ Business .

by ¢
Liberati
officer.

achieved . | Foreign
: Botany,
} Geology,
“The Faculties and | Biockemistry an
| these
from the old depa
them were fully

In' the 1960,
' Dhaka began
i fnstitutes and Rese
-experimental. basis.
| Educa
i institute,
Instutite
' Training,
1 Agﬂ:iinistmtin
took [ Nutritio
and © the deca
. and t
| The. University a
Arts _Building,
“Administrativé -Build:

. vesidential Halls

re separate became martyrs.
but some of - . - |
a new
of the:

After independence in 1971
phase began in the . history
Dhaka. 2
ent of Bangladesh anpulled §

the Dhaka ‘Unive
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to €5
governm
rsity Ordinances of
ed it by the Dhaka
of 1973 which
tic traditions and
ion days. Therei .
traordinary increase 1o
achers and-students],
¢ Dhaka: Itis the}
in the country. "‘1
ty of Dhaka is now ‘
Sfamily *. consisting of :

" Institutes,
International

substitut
rsity - Order

d the demiocra
resliberat

ﬁm--ﬁnd Resea
which ‘was
revived the
' gpirit ofthe p
tistitute  ©of  has been an ex
Food Sciences. Dunng o
{ students

sed considerably.
uthority built a hew

[nstitute

p and

. the -aumber-of-f¢
de the number © Bk

in the University ©
_highest seat 0
_ *The Universi
- Science. ANNCKE, “large
ng ‘an . ‘
the Students.

sachers increa { learning

d’ 5 new © Departments,
residential Hatls, one

' constituent
um d colleges. It is ‘marching
eaction in the  forward with greal '

haka University affitiate

ge of 1961 D
qrcated 3

Dhaka had to - Ordinance SUCCESS.
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