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N the early secund decaile -nf the

nath Hull was ll:mpnr.lrlly housed in,

twenticth century, alter the annul-+ Bungalow Nu. 6 and the Muslim Halt

memt of the partition of DBengal
(1911), ane of the popular detands of
the: Muslims of Eastern Benpal-was

the establishment of a University at

Dhaka. A delegation consisting of Sir_ -
Nawab Sahimullah, Nawab Syed
Nawab alt Chowdhury, Sher-e-Bangla
A.K. Fazlul Haq waited upon’ the

-.Viceroy Lord Hardinge when'he was .
_on an official visit of Dhaka in Janu-

Jary 1912, The deputation pressed a
vigarous demaned for'a University at
Dhaka. Within a few: weeks, on,

! February 2, 1912 the British Govern-"

. ment isseed ‘s communique slating the .
decision of the establishment of a

- University at Dhaka.

In May 1912 the Gnvemment pub- .

lished a resolution in regardd to the

.

proposed University .of Dhaka ‘and
appointed a committee consisting of
13 members, calfed the Nathan'Com-
mission, 1o frame a scheme, The
commiitee, after a thorough discus.
stor recommended for o stare spon-
sored residential Unhversity at Dhiaka.
When the Nothan Commitice Repori .
was publisiied the Bengali intei-
ligentia expressed their views both lor
and apainst the scheme. Finadly, the
report was approved by the Secretary .

of State in December 1913, A Caleut-

ta. University Commission  was .
appointed to recommend  further
valuable suggestions reparding ihe
eonstitution _and__management _the
"Univérsity of Dhaky. )
Eveniually, the Dhaka Unn.rt:r:uu,r
Act, 1920 was passed by the Indiun
Legislvive Council_in March 1920,

 This Act offered a legal basis for the
constitution of a restdential Universi- o
ty at Dhaka. On the first of December |

of the same ycar P.J. Hartog was
appointed the first Vice-Chaneellor of
the University of Dhaka for a term of

' five ' years.
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The Umwrrs:t}r of Dhaka rﬂ!’md"}f

‘apened its doors for the siudents on -
duly 1, 1921, It inherited the esiate of  © |

. the Ramna area comprising 600 acres

" of land, and its buildings included 1he - <
: 0ld Secretariat Building ( New Medic- -
.l.College), the old buildings of Dha- .

- ka College {Curzon Hall and its adja-
cent buildings), Government House
. (0ld High Coun building) and about
100 beaatiful bunpalows, Initially, the
University ftad 3 fuculties: Arty, Sci-
ence and Law. The Faculty of Aris
consisted of 8§ dep: rtmenls; Finglish,
Sanskrit and 'Bt:ngah, Arabic and
Istamic, Studies, Presian and Urdu,
History, Philosophy, Tolitical Eco-

nomy and Education. The Fuculty of
. Science . included 3

departments:

. Mathematies, Physics and Chemistry.
The Foculty of. Law had only one

'F.C, Tumer, Fida Ali Khan, Muham-

department, i.c. the Department of

Law. The total mumber of .students = [4
- was E‘?’? including dﬂubh: entry of ‘iﬂ Lol

studﬂnlq

The University bcgan fum.tmnmg )

with a teaching staff of 60 members:

The distinguished scholars Jike Maha- -

'mohapadhya Haraprashad Shastri,

mad Shahidullah,. G.H: Lanpley, -
Handas Bhattacharya; Ramesh Chan- .
dra Majumdar, A.F, Rahman,-W.A®

Lo

-.FUIIWEI'S"}'r,. alsg . build

was accommodated with the upper
storey of Lthe Old Secretarial Buitding

- which formid the Ceniral Building of
the University, F.G. Turner. Naresh

Scnpgupta and A.F, Rahman became
the provost of Dhaka, J agnnnath and

Muslim Ilalls respectively. = . & -

In the University of Dhaka classes

" began during the.acndemic session of

iat building and.those of Science; in
“the CurzonsHall. The Library was’
situated-in the Old, Secretariat build-
-tnps A gymnusmm wasualsn con-
structed for the students. Subsequent=
ly, during the period 1921-47 Dhaka
University had opened .two more

*faculties: Faculty- of ,Agriculture and
-Faculty, of Medicin¢..Many-of ‘the
coniginal depariments were subdivided

and & new deparimenis were created.

These weri the Departnmients of Com-

wwrce, French Lanpuage, German

* Lanpuage, Itlamic History and Cal-

fpre, -Leonomics, " Bergali, PPolitical

Seience and Bidogy, The number of .

teachers and studénts became almost
double. In the field of research the -
University achicved great , Success,”
'During this period, 57 research:scho--
lars: obtained"Ph.D and’D.Se. {de-- "
_grees. The Faculties and Departmtnts
of ihe University also began organis-
Ang sentinars and lectures. In 1925 the
o biniversity of Dhaka jpublished jts first

"book. The Early History of ﬁengnl
-written hy Ramesh .Chandra Majum-

nWersH?

¢y, Sociology,

. Halls for the students.
-along with this success, the passage of -

Faculty of Cﬂmmcn:e {70-11). I{i n

- depariments were set up during this
speriod.. These were the departments

of Intermational Relations, Psychalo-
‘Social.  Welfare,
Geography, Journalism, Foreign Lan-
puages, Library  Srienge, Botany,
Mathematics,; Soil Science, Geology,
- Zoology, Applied Physics, Bioche-

mistry and Pharmacy. Some of these
.depariments were separated from the .
1921-22. Faculties of Aris- and Law ,old deparimenis but some ul' them

 held their classes in-the Old Secretar- . - -'

were “fully departments. -
In the 1960, the Univesity nf Dhaka
began to:establish several Institutes:

~and Research™ Centres on an ex-:

perimental basis. The Institute of

Education and Research was the first

institute, which was foliowed by the-
Institute of Statistical Rescarch and.

. Training, Institute of Business Admi-.
nistration and Institute of Nutrition

and Food: Sciences. During 1he de-
cade¢ the number of students- and:

University nuthurn}' built 2 new Arts

teachers increased considerably. . The .

. Buikiing, Science, Anncxe, Adminis--

trative Building dnd 5 new ressdential.

1961 Dhaka University Ordinance

“However, )

‘created reaction in the academic eir-:

-cle. The 1961 ordinance replaced the

* Act of 1920 and thus rejected auton-

omy and ‘the democratic tradition of.

the University of Dhaka. This new
.orcinance * created a
atmgqph:rc in: the University,.

~Despite the Pakistan Government's

suﬂm:ating |

'!'.""I'i'

attempt to reduce -the, autonomy of .

dur. Thr: Dhakﬂ Unwcrsuy Hu]!:un. '

- began 1o be'published regularly. The

"Halls—Salimullah Muoslim™ Hal! nad
Fazlul Hug "Muslim : Hall--and one

J-nkmr.. Satyandra: Nath Host ‘Gyan "« Various ‘student urgamzauuns toak -

Chandra. Ghosh, Naresh Chnndra
Sengupta were the teachers “of rhe

University.
-offered .in  the University, weré for .

M.A and M.Sc. LT, and B.T, AL,
Ph.I>. and I2.Sc. degrees.
The University of [Yhaka wos upi- *

‘que fn many respects .in the ndian. -

Subconfinent. I - was - desipned with
the .- distinctive " characteristic of a’™
teaching:cum-residential - University. -
For the first time in the sub-continent
the University of Dhaka introduced |

-tutorial system and three 'years BLA.

and B.Sc. Hanours courses for the
students.: From the very heginning,
every student of the university had to

_reside or be attached 1o one of the
" Malls, The Uniwrsit}' started with, "“
Halls:. Dhaka Hali," Jagannath IHall

and Satimullah Muslim ;, Flatl. The-

thostel of old Dhoka College was’

turned intn Dhaka Hall: The .hgar.n-

‘initiative to arrnnge sports and-cultus-
' ral activities in various -Départmerits:

The courses which WEI'E" “and Halls, Thus there wis remarkable

, development’of the University in stu-

1 B.A. and B Sc. {I"usn aniJ Hnnnum,. dicy, rescaréh ‘and cultyral unmtu:s-,

during the period 1921-47.

At the end of the colonial rulr: in
1947 the Unm:rsrty of Dhaka had to
‘necept new mspnnsrhllmes “The city
‘of Dhaka was accorded 'the status of
capital of the Province of East Pakis-

tan. The Univesity of Dhaka became

the only Umvcrs:ty in the Province.

Consequently, it had to assume the

. responsihilities for Masters nnd Post-
Graduate dcgr:es and of affiliatipn
-and supervision of 55 Colleges which
were previousty under the University

of Calcutta. In the period from 1947 -
‘to 1971 nmn: ‘faculties were started

and these were: Faculty of Engineer-

ing (4?-43) Faculty of Lducatmﬁ'“

(61-61), Faculty of Arts (63-64),
Faculty of Socml Sclcnc: (69-70), and.

* Hﬂ“ﬂldﬂﬂ"ih huwmt l«rientlahip ] faall

two more

& Y mtﬂls

" the Unn.rersu}- of Dhaka it played the
central role in the autonomy move-

ment of East. Pakistan. Since .the

- Women's Hostel durmg the FEerd ,- : [pguage Movement of 1952 to the

Liberation of Bangladesh in 1971 the
University of Dhaka had a remark-
. able contribution: for the nation. It-
'will bé ho exaggeration 1o say that i m
the Socio-Political- development of
East lengal, Dhaka University had to
take up a bold leddership. Daring the
' Likeration War Dhaka University be- ———
came the- principal target- of attack
several times by the Pakistani Army.
In the Liberation War, 14 teachers,
one officer, 26: cmp!n}recs und few
hundred studen(s of Dhaka Unwtrs:-
ty became mariyrs.

After :ndenendt:nt-e in 1971 2 new
phasc began in the history -of the
- Univergity of Dhaka, The govern-

‘ment of Bangladesh annulled the

Dhaka University Ordinances of 196]
and substituied it by the Dhaka Uni-
versity Order of 1973 which revived
.. the d::nmcmuc tradilions and spirit of
lhﬂ pre-liberation . days There has
been an extraordinary increase.in the

« number of teachers ard students .in

the University -of Dhaka. It is the
highest seat of learning in the country.
The University of Dhaka' is now a
© large family. consisting of 36 Depart-
7 Institues, 13 residential
.Halis, oné International Hostel, 23
constituent and 190 affiliated colleges.
.t s marching® fnrw:trd "with : gn:nt
SUCCess. :

The election of I’Jhal-m Unrvcrsn}'
" Centra! Swdents Union {DUCSL)
and Hall Unions was held on Febru-
. ary R last in a peaceful manncr. The
", reinstitution of this democratic pro-
cess in the Unlvcmi}r aftcr a long’
I.:psc of time’ has been welcomed by
~all influding- stuﬂ:nls. t:m:hi:r: and
eyaritiane. - : B et
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