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He, however, said that the
government was opposed to in-
terference into academiic free.
dom of the universities,

Initiating a lively discussion
en the situation in the educa-

' tional arena, at the Jatiya Sang.

sad, the Education Minister said
that the University Ordinance
rof 1973 was dermnocratic adg li-
"beral. But, he said, the people
who ran the affairs of those
"universities had failed to reci-
procate ‘in the samg spirit,

Sheikh Shahid said that there
'was a need to amend the Uni.
| versity Ordinance to make it
timely and befitting to the as-
pirations of the people. To ex.
amine the issue, two commit-
tee-one headed -by the Univer-
sty Grant Commission and
another by GE'.ParIiament Mem-

- Rabbi, Mr Golam

-

ber—hagd been cﬂnstitutéd,i' he
said, '

Barring the Education Minis.

- ter, 200 Members belonging to

both Opposition arid Treasury
Benches took part.in the dis-
cussion. Leader of the Opposi-
tion Mr A S M Abdur Rab,
Opposition Chief Whip Mr Nur

Alam Ziku, Independent Mem. |

ber Rurul Isiam Moni, Mr Si-
rajuddin Abmed, Mia Abbasud-
din, JP Members TIM Fazle
Barwar Mi.'
lon, Mr M A Reza Mr Abu Nuyr

Mohanimad Bahary] Hug, Mr-

Bhahidul Islam Khan, Mr Saad
Jaglul Parque and Principal Az
charul  Hyg,
Group
Baziu! Huda, JSD (Siraj) Mem-
bers Mr Mazharu} Hug Shah

Freedom

Party
Leader Major

(Retd.)

and Abdul Matin

el =i vl

 universities
' ries free. The desire of the gov.
- ernment to. this effect had been
, amply  demonsirated

O

kh' Shah’jdul - islam -on' Suﬁday uncierscored
bility from the university authorities since
expenditures of universities Came from public

Mia, COpP (Rﬂliun)l Member Mr
Mofizur Rahman Rokon took

part in the discyssion.

The Education Minister gaid -

that the root cause of the pre-
vailing situation in educational

. - = ‘ " ' i T ¥ - ] ' -
institutions wa.s over polit ciza- | stead of selecting-one from the

tion",

Tihe Education Minister said
that situation in higher educa-
tional institutions, though had
improved stightly, was far from
rosy. “There is no security in

uniVersities. We ¢can only Enow

that university is open if there

is'a gun shot and bomb blast” |

on the campus, he said adding
that two brilliant students iike
‘Liton and Arif had been Vic-
tims of terrorism the university
.campus. v, - =

‘He said that the guverﬁmeﬁt
was cominitted to make the
of political rjval-

through
the dissolution of the student
wing of the ruling Jatiya Party,
He' said that general students

- had responded to this step and

situation was improving gra-

Sheikh Shahid urged the Op-
position. political parties not
use the students- as political
weapon ang leave them to do

- things in their own way.

He said that ip line with the
UN Declaratio, to observe the

- year 1990 as International Lite-

¥acy Year, President Ershad
on the first day of -the new

. ¥ear had announced two im-

partant decisions — iptroduc-

tion of compulsory primary .

education’ and free education
for female students al} over the
country  cxcept pourashavq_
HTEES. . , N o '
He’said: that it was expected

that 76 per cent of the school |
poing -children would be cg-

vered by the primary educatiun
by June this year: He admitted

-that the drop out rate of pri

Mmary students was still high,

11 per cent, the drop ocut yate
would be reduced to 5 per cent.

Mr A 8. M, Abdur Rab re

; Bretted that though 10 educa-

L T

tion commissions hag been con.
stituted so far, no cducation -
policy had so far béen formu. |
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Iated to put (hé entire educa-
tion system an the right track.

comparative picture
of students politics before and
efter liberation periods, - the
{fader of the Opposition, said
that during Pakistan days, stu.

- dent politics bad pot been bas-
- ed on bretly party politics

&Nd centred mainly on pation.
al issues. But, he said, since
1972, students were being utili.
sed for narrow party objec.
tives, R

Mr Saad Jagiul Farugque sug-
gested that the Vice.-Chancellors .
be appointed directly by the
Chancellor of Universities in.

persons elected by tke Univer-
sily Secnate, SR

Mr Sirajuddin Ahmed ‘said
that governments after inde-
pendence in 1971 hag sidetrack-
ed the real problems faced by
etudents and thereby helped
creation of the present situa.
tion in educational institutions,

Mr Gniam Sarwar Milon

. szid that those who advocated

continuation of 1973 University
Ordinance also' wanted conti.
nuation of terrorism in univer-

.ties_. : - by

Major (Retd) Asgar Al felt
that establishment of democra-

* €y in the country couid only
- help restore congenial atmos.

phere in the educational arena.

The discussion on the jssue
s expected to conclude today
with ‘a summing up speech hv
the Leader of the House and
Prime Minister Kazi Zafar
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