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i The lssue at Dhaka U nwersuy, anid in other educa
HOW ls the GMPHS‘? N nonal msmutlens of the gountry, is one of dealing

| “ The happmess that oric would have liked to voice wnh terrorism. There is hardly anyone, in the re-
after the reopemng ‘of Dhaka University has ot come .+ 'sponsible quarters, who does not subscribe to the
to pass The mr;idem of the raid on Jagannath Hall of |- feeling that if éducation is to get back on the rails, a
me same unwex:sity by pohce on Tueaday night m:ikes I resolute handling of campus terrorism is absolutely}?
it ele‘ar{ yet once, more, that there is still no sxgn ef necessary Whe will do the job? Obvlousiy, it would _{
P formalcy returmng to- the campus. The Vlce- :.ibe naive to expect the; teaehers cofnmunity or officials|
Chancellor, Prof Maniruzzaman Miah, must be a sad v such as wee-chaneellors to' carry out the task of main-
man_today beeause the commitments he had sought i tammg ofder on the campus. A teacher, be it in any
from pohueal parties regardlng the reOpenmg of the I ;institution,: has no business being a pehcem&n His|!
iniversity have obviously not come’ his-way. One || msclphne is an aspect of education that is solely con-|!
does not blame himn if the nation's politicians, both in 5 fcemcd ‘with'the pursuit.of academic excellence. It is|, -
the govemmem. and. *hetoppoenmn ﬁnd it qsfficu4 to 1] Hot the responmblhty of a teacher to-ensure order on
Mrive gty quus ;m;eng:h by Whlﬂhtthe university cap- :the campus when the, mgredlents of terrorism are
go on functioning; in the interest of the thousands of | supphed by. oiitside, mysterious quarters. That being
‘students who have sé€en.academic years go by with no '.the situation, ene turns to theé government since it is
, exarmnanon in sight. The question that arises here is, | . ‘the men in power who have-a moral obligation to en-
howéver, one of whether the VC was Judtcmus 'sure peace in the cousitry. And how should the gov-
leneugh in- his- decision. to close the university fofty #emment doits. job? It can deploy pehee personnel in| |
1se*'.!en days before it opened again 1 off Tuesday. And "the institutions, partleularly universities, and the po-
‘now’ that studems have begun trekking ‘to the *hcemen can then'swing into action. So far, however,|
|classreems again, is there ‘any guarantee that the 7all eﬁorts by’ the police to recover arms and apprehend] |
‘dners to the institution wﬂl not slam ahut agam on campus terrorists have 1argely turned out to. be futile.} |
(Some pretext or the other? - | ", Which all goes. 1o convince one that putting an end to|
f = This last questwn arises out of the feehng that whai terrorism in the academic aréna is a task which calls|’}
the law-enforcing personnel did dt Jagannath Hall the | ;fer a national cofisensus whi¢h will again be based on| |
; other night was N6t qhite expected on the part of those || 'a sincerity of purpose. It is for politicians to under-| .
| who ‘wish to see academia get back to normal. The 'stand that when_they cannot, or do not, bring their
3 pohce were of course looking for an epportumty to -;students wings. under centrel they are themselves
¥ . flab the alleged lﬂllers of Dr Milon, The nation is at|} becoming hostage to térrorism. Whether it is the JCD
‘6ne with them on the issue, for the very fundamental | l-or the BCL; of the Shibir or Chhatra Moitree, the
ﬁeason that any crime that goes unpunished serves point that must net be missed is that whoever in such|
’only as a catalyst for other and, possibly, greater 3iergamsauons strays from the _path of a decent pursult
enmes For months now, the poliee have sought in[ } of education-and enters aregion where lethallty 1S the
vain to pull the absconding killers into their net, and | k. decisive factor is a terrorist. The authorities should go
they have tried doing the job on tip offs from people| | & ‘after this young man — or woman. The opposition ’
whe have believed that the fu gltwes are stowed away| 'should have no busmess crying foul if its own people
in some residential hall of the university or other. fall into the hands of the law. There is always the
'Nethmg has helped which is only another way of .court that will dﬁpldg the i mnocence or othetwlse of an
saying thatthe police must gear up their efforts if the :arrested individual.
murder of Dr Milon is not to be consigned to the| I . There is a simple truth that the nauon must face to-
inemiory. But those efforts cannot be of the kind that| kday. it is that dur politicians, at least those who unit-
was observed in Jagannath Hall. The point that every-{ Redly put the Ershad coterie to flight nine months ago,
one,.and particularly the police, must take into cogni-| linced to come togelher again to defeat the sordid legacy
“gance is that ivis a risky job antagonising the general| llof campus terrofism the years have left behind. It is
‘students. To the argument that the law enforcing per-| I‘pretty dlsqulctlng coming across a sign, and quite fre-
\5 SDnneg raid halls only in search of the fﬂgitlYCS thﬁfﬁ quent]y too, on the mad ]eadlng to the UHIVCI'SI[Y,
l‘;&?ﬁm“sﬁ.lhm if a seardh‘ftl'df fuﬁ(uves turns 3o A wamning people;o stay away, Road closed— that i
*: harassment of stadents who had been sleepmg. there} Fwhat the sign says. It reminds.one of many doors aj
wmdows thai: need to be opened, to let in the sunll

" is. something definitely wrong about the whole
method In the Jagannath Hall affair, allegations have| et
been made about:the police beating up students and
leven: teachers at. random. A" proper mqu;ry imo the
facts is thus called for. . ~ .




