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. nrolment of chzldren at pnma
S schw}s close to target' =

_ The current net enrolment of file, “’the schools. numbermg :
children at primary schools. ' 4.200 till January this year"
" stands at 82 per cent and com- -with:a fotal 1,26,00 children .
pletion of their education at 60 . enrolled, are being managed by

per cent which is close to the _about 150 NGOs who have, been

f target set for the year 2000.. .ﬁ, partm gahng 1n' this. pru Eﬂt@
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Solvedstovincrease Het  enrol ", f al Educafmﬂ
ment in primary schools ‘ard “”“Mure than 50 p‘&rhcent of the“-

' cent respectiveély by the year

‘Reach Urban. ChlldI‘EH s Prnject

L
. '. _.' .
-.-.-I.l'__....‘-,.___ -

the Dnrecmrqj:ﬂsufsﬁﬂn

At W e i -d-'h.-'l-.-rr--:.

completion of .education fmm,genr led children in these

60 per cent and 43 per cent in "o opis are girls{ UNICEF offi-
1990 1o 95 per cent and 70 per . 1<'t5]g BSS adding that local

government. bodies as well as
city and municipal corporation
authorities have beén’exfending
cooperation ' towards effective
management uf the prnjé-ct ac-

(BEHTRUC)"" ; - tivitles. -

The ]JI‘G_]ECt a joint - initia- o _The project hasfbeen espe-
tive of Bangladesh government . cially designed to meet the edu-
and the UNICEF, with support , cational -needs of the working
from Sweden and ‘the United~ 7children living in urban slums.
Kingdom, -aims =at. providing . - Over_one-fifth of the couritry's

2000. The. country's primary-
school aged children, stands at,..
19.6 milliori, according to the
"Basic Education for Hard:to

non-formal basic education to pﬂpulatmn now live in urban -

351,000 working children in six, sareas and the government esti-
urban areas — Dhaka, Chit-. mates’ this  number wiil be .
tagong, Rajshahi.” Khulna,”-"nearly 30 per cent by the year
Barisal and ylhet — to protect. 2000.. . ~

them from exploitative and * 7 UNICEF officials said this
hazardous working conditions. ‘project with a long-term in-
~ ﬁcmrdmg to the pruject pm— vestment for developing educa-

- labour aceounts for one-third of

tion ..{fﬂr al] ch;ldren in
Bangla{iesl;u was providing -an
‘opporturiity for children- |
friendly learning environment }
-along with ‘access to informa. i
‘tion, ; mteractive learnmg‘hfe- ,
__l_:ulls X Sy, ahum,.&alji t
HoTms ol e ut n{?’andvsmp .l
m’m build-children self-esteemed P
and self-confident. . ° |

As part of the project, teach-
-~ ers from participating NGOs re- |-
‘ceive- initial and follow-up !
training in the curriculum and
also visit homes of children to
monitor -their progress._.and
communicate with , their |!.
guardians. |

Chﬂdren accnunt for about
56 per cent of urban slum in-
habitants with most of them (.
working t¢ help support their " |
families. In some famihes ‘the |
project” profile said, child

the family's income coming
from brick-breaking, food or
flower 'sale, domestic; work,
nckshaw-pulling welding auto
mechanics and many other ndd
jobs. .
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