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‘Sudents, teachers apprehend

Deadlock in DU
‘may continue

) Varsity Corréspondent
In the backdrop of the change in the country .
common studentf and teachers apprehend that the deadlock ip _thg
Dhaka University would be protracted due to the “negative politics
being practiced by the student organisations. . . o
The university has been gripped by an un§chedulcd vacation
since July 29 as BNP’s student wing Jatiyatabadi Chhatra Dal JCD)
enforced 2 monstop student strike demanding resignation of Vice
Chancellor Prof AK Arad Chowdhury. o o
The “ousted”'JCD activists returned to the university dormitories
and captured those on carly Tuesday following BNP's landslide
victory in Monday’s parliamentary elections. ]
On’ the other hand, -leaders and supporters of Awami League-
backed Bangladesh Chhatra League {BCL) left the dormitories on
Monday night sensing an election debacle of its parent organisation
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: Chowdury said “There is
win or loss in politics. but it
shouldn’t be reflected in the aca-
demic arena”. R

Asked about possible change in
the highest chair of the university,
Azad Chowdhury said, “With the
change ir the national poliucs.
there will be-changes elsewherc —
this concept is not desirable.”

He refused to make any further
comment, saying, “I'm walching
the' situation. I'm not selected,
rather I'm elected by the Senate
not for once, but for twice.”

Meanwhile, BCL leaders al-
laged that following threats from
ICD, they had to leave the DU.
dormitories. excepting Sergeant
Zahurul Hug Hall.

“They asked us to leave the hall
within today (Wednesday). We're
ready to face any situation,” said a
hall, unit BCL leader. .

BCL President Bahadur Bepari
and General Secretary Ajay Kar
Khokan in a joint statement on
Wednesday they vowed to resist
the “tokais and known terrorists”
They also urged the authoritics 0
restore congenial atmosphere
the DU dorms.

The Provost Standing Com-
mittee (PSC) of the university at a
meeting on Wednesday expressed
concern over the incidents of oc-
cupying some residential halls of
the university by the “outsiders™

The meeting was told that the
accupiers removed the portrail ol -
Bangabandhu  Sheikh  Mujibur
Rahman from a hall's guestroom
and threatened the officials and
cmployees of the halls.

The PSC urged all concerned o
maintain congenial academic af-
mosphere on the campus and up-
hold the image of the universily,
irrespective of the polis-results or

* developments in the national poli-
tics.

It also requested the liaison
vommittee, formed by the Syndi-
cate for negotiating with the
striking student organisations, to
continue the negotiation process.

The DU halls were almost va-
cant as residential students went
home ahead of the October 1 polls
amidst the JCD-ealled indefinite
strike.

Following Awami Lebgue's ts
sumption of office in 1996, BCI,
captured all the 14 DU dorms und
dominated till October 1 polls,
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