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Guardians perplexed; note-books on sale of high'price

Pry education on verge of collapse,

| text-bboks

! .

LAKSHMIPUR. Feb * 24:-The
pnmary education in the district is
on the verge of collapse duc 1o
acute shottage of text-books. Only
15 per ceni books were distributed
among the students by the school
authorittes up io February 12 and
the rest 85 per cent books are not
avalable hampering the education
of primary students. .

The school authorities informed
this correspondent that only 89
books out of 1305 books for 271
students were Teceived by the
school authority of the Panpara
Government Primary School. The
same condition is also lying with
the Kapilatali Government Pri-
mary School under Sadar upazila
where only 265 books were re-
ceived out of the demand of 2075
books. .
. According to official source
there are¢ 762 primary schools in
the district including government
and non-government registered
ancs. More than 2.5 lakh students
are enronlled in those schools and
at least 12.5 lakh texi-books are
require.

The District Primary Education
Officer ‘informed me* that only
1.54 lakh texi-books out of a de-
mand’ of 10 lakh were received
and sent o the schools propor-
tionatcly and the rest students
could not be provided with re-,
yuired number of books.

Chapai-Nawabganj

Our Chapai-Nawabganj Corve-
spondent reports: Even afler an
clapse of more than one and a half
months of the current academic
year all the ext books of different
classes of secondary schools have
not reached the markets here.

+ It is learnt from the guardians
and the books sellers that all
books of different ciasses of sec-
ondary schools arc not available at.
local 1nurkets hampering the edu-

-

canion of the students. The guardi-+

ans are anxious about their kids'
education. They alieged that the

/
thematics for Class V1 to Class X.
" Gopalganj _

Our Gopalgahj Correspondent
writers: The crisis of text books is
hampering the education of pri-

*

I d

» mary and sccondary students who

did not get books although onc
and a half months of the academic
year have clapsed. . ¢

The limited quantity of the Lext-
books of 14 subjects is available
in markets. Only 20 per cent of
the total requirement of books is
available. No body- knows when
the remaining books will bc avail-
able.

According to the books sellers.
only 5 per cent of the books is
available through the dealers of
Pustaka and the remaining 15 per
cent were collected by-them from
Dhaka at high price. .

The students were compelled o
purchasc the note books with text
hooks at exorbitant prices.

When contacted a book seller
told The Bangladesh Observer
that as no commission on [ext-
books was provided to them they
are procuring books from Dhaka
markets at high prices.

"__The Distnict Education Officer

when contacted told this corre-
spondent that availability of text-
hooks in full quantity and actual
" ‘requirements may not be ensurcd

beforc March next and the sto-

dents will suffer. .

[t is alleged that the books sup-
plied by Pustaka are printed in
sub-standard papers. The guardi-
ans have exressed grave concem

v over the situation. . .

The students who failed to col-
lcct the books staged demonsira-
tion in the town, and demanded
immediate supply of books. They

*also brought out a. procession and
submitted a.memorandum to of-

, fices of, Deputy Commissioner
and District Education Officer
démanding immediate supply of
texi-books to them.

Chuadanga

Our Chaudanga Correspondent
adds: The education-of 1.78 lakh
students of both primary and sec-
ondary schools of the district is at
stake for want of books. 7

There arc 257 government pri-
mary schools, 140 registered pri-
mary schools, 13 non-registcred
primary schools, and 339 primary

. schools established by the NGOs |

book selers, taking the advantage |

are taking Tk 8 to Taka 10 above
the fixed prices for each book.  *

Madaripur

Qur Madaripur Correspondent
states: The non-availability of text
books from Class V11to Class X is
hampering the. education of the
students.

* The students of secondary and
the primary schoois of the district
have not been supplicd with the

text books although the new aca-

demic session has started.
- The authority supplicd books of
only Bengali. English and Ma-
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in the district.

Although more than 50 days of
the ‘new ycar have elapsed the
students of both primary and sec-
ondary school did not get (ull-scis
of books to prosccute their study.
The supply of books to sccondary
schoo! students. is awefully bad,
The guardians have eXpressed
their concern over non-availability
of the books. . .

There are 1,38,241 children in
the age group of G to 10 of whom
1,27.481 attend schools and the
percentage of enrolment is 99.21.

Poverty in rural areas.

In rural areas about 30 per cent
children do not attend schools
owing to poverty and lack of pa-
rental care. The children are
forced to crowd schools when
they get supply of food and new
books.

The District Primary Education
Office, received 2,95,309 sets of
baoks up to February 6. The of
had also camied over last year's
stock of 1,20,709 books, of which
17,391 copies for of Class IIL
44181 copies of Class IV and
%9.137 copies of books for Class

The approved printers and pub-
lishers supplicd 34,592 copies of
Bangla for Class one, 13.475
copies and 21,117 copies of Eng-
lish subjéct books for Class one.
29,561 and 560 copies of Bangla
for Class two, 29,851 copics of
Mathematics for Class  two,
27966 and 1,885 copics of Eng-
lish for Class two, 10,778 and
4,815 copies of Paribesh Parichity
for Class IV.

The DPEQ Officc has so far
distributed 295,309 books as
against its total demand of
3.53,898 books. The percentage of

. distribution is 77.60. The supply

-

and distribution of books are con-
tinuing. .

The students are supplied with
50 per cent old books of the last
year collected by the teachcrs
during examination. And official
of the DPEO said that the dijstri-

' bution is satisfactery. The DPEO.

“has no godown to storc both new

and old bools.

There are,255 and 892 sanc-
tioncd posts of Head Teachers and
Asstt. Teachers at 257 Govt. Pni-
Schools, but 244 Head
Teachers and 870 Assit. Teachers
have been working in leave va-
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yet to reach students .

cancy of 11 Head Tcachers and 22
Assistant Teachers. The appoint-
ment of teachers’ remain under
process, source said.

Note-books being sold

Although the government has
imposed a ban on the sale of note-
books yet the local book .scllers
arc selling note-books violafing
the gavernment ban. The nole-
books are sold on [0 per cent
commission. The students, leach-
ers and guardians prefer notc
books for rcady made questions
and answers. No official cither
from district administration or
from Educalion Decpartment in-
specied the local librarics o detect
unauthorised sale of note-books.

Secondary school books

not available.

The bad candition has becn
prevailing in the supply of books
of Classes VI 1o 1X of sccondary
schools. The National Curriculum
and Text-book Board (NCTB)
failed 10 supply books through its
supplying agent Pustaka.

When contacted local book
sellers told The Bangladesh Ob-
server thal they did not received
books of Social Scicnee (Shama-
jik Bigyan). General  Science.
Islamic Studies. Agriculture and
Home Economics for Classes V1.
VI! and Science of Class IX such
as Social Scicnce, General Sci-
ence. Chemistry, Physics, Biol-
ogy. Advanced Mathematics.
Agriculture and Humanitics. His-
tory, Geography, Economics and
Civics and Commerce on Babshay
Parichity (Introduction io Com-
merce) Hishab Bigyan (Account-
ing) and Babshay Udyog (Com-
mercial  Entreprcnuership)  for
Class 1X.

The note-books of secondary

.education have flooded the locul

book markets nd these are being
sold at higher prices. '

The teachers of secondury

_schools arc taking classes of

Bangla and English Grammar,
Translation, Mathematics  and
Bangla Prosc and Poctry.

. Pustaka. a sister concern of
Beximeo Group was allowed 10
publish text-books by the NCTB.
Although onc and half months of
the new academic year have
clapsed, the Pustaka could” not
«upply books to the book sellers
{ur sale.

The guardians, students and
tcachers have cxpressed  their
concern over non-availability of
46 text-books out of 60 books and
cducation of 70.000 students of

4the district have become uncer-

tain.



