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Assessing the capability of a student is no easy task t
sessing future capability is even harder which is w
rents and guardians leave it to the teachers. This w
sically the idea behind the School Based Assessme
RA) programme the government wanted to introdu
mg with its anitrack system that féll fout to critcis
1t, as we recall, most of the criticism was not against 1
ritrack system: per se as about the timing and capacity
e government to change the system without prog
eparation for it, including funding. Whatever the 1ru
ay be the result was to suspend its implementation fo
ar after facing severe criticism from the media and ed
tionidts. But the directorate of sccondary and higl
lucatibn now seems determined to install the SBA a
18, through a circular, announced its launching “as so

‘possible.” - The government has, reportedly, ask
hools across the country to carry out the SBA of studes
ym Class VI to IX, instead of the existing evaluation bas
lely on the exdminations. Whereas some schools ha
'gun to implement the instruction, many schools, esy
ally those outside of Dhaka are yet to receive the dir
e. ‘ :

The SBA system that sets 10 criteria for evaluating
adent’s performance and allots 30 marks for this pro¢
ire; reserving the, balance of 70 marks for semester «
ninations is, on the face of it not bad but it does raise t
testion of a teachers’.ability to judge a child’s worth a

the final result of a student's performance will be ¢
lated by adding the two scores together, people may
rgiven for being apprehensive as it offers scope for ir
pulation. However as the 30-mark evaluation will
ised on attendance, interest in learning, performance
lo and group assignments and presentation, behavio
lues, honesty, leadership quality, punctuality, particiy
m in cultural functions, achievements in ﬂ)orts, ctc.
res not séem all bad but it does place a good deal on t
tegrity of a teacher. !

The question is why, when schools are already .
onths into the current academtic sesfion, the Direc
meral of secondary and higher education fhought it rig

announce that the systeny would be implemented
uickly as possible in all government and no
wernment schools across the country.” The circu
ated that (although) the government had postpencd
icision to introduce a unitrack curriculum for second:
hool students for one year, it had not inciuded the i
ementation of the SBA system in thaf decision and
arch 28, the Secondary Education Sector Improveme
ojectdirector sought the education ministry's furd
struction to froceed with the SBA systemn as per the pi
aus notification. But although a number of officials :
nding an education ministry meeting on the issue
tbruary 9 recommended the SBA system should be ¢
rred for one more year along with the unitrack ‘curric
m, the project director of the SESIP expressed the Wil
at the SBA could be introduced under a unitrack or u
't the existing multi-track system, of education and af
e meeting, the ministry instructed the secondary a
gher education directorate to issue a circular, stipulati
at all schools should implement the SBA systen as ea
possible. "

So why the fear? Some say because the SBA syste
uld make way for widespread corruption. For their pa
hoolteachers fear théy may-come under attack if they
it give full or-a high assessment to certain studcn
lich js a revelation in itself. But the bottom line is 1]
ost of the teachers are yet 1o receive the training nec
ry for implementing the SBAsystem, )

The Chairman of the National Curriculum and Te:
'ok-Board, Gazi Mohammad Ahsanul Kabir is reported

for it and said the SBA system would ensure the pruy:
aluation of a student. Moreover, he said the system h
en successfully” implemented in many countries i
w Zealand, Austradia and, Malaysia and will dramatica
iprove the quality of classroom education in Banglades
aybe so! Maybe not! Only time will tell but the greate
allenge a developing country can lace is how to brid
e gap between them and the developed ones. " It
erefore very imporiant to help low-income studer
hieve, their potential so that they too can participate
e economy and society. This acquires added importan
the poverty rate for families headed by dropouts is mc
an twice that for families headed by high school grad
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