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Chiel '
Ahmed 6n Sunday saidithe coun-
Lry. woql_d*hayeo to overcoic seg-

‘meniation ; and : Hivisiongsin. the

education £ystem at primary and

secondary levels that créale a di-

vided society, reports UNB.
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+  “The emergence of a widéning .

difference in the gafity of eduica-
*1ion  betwecn Turbdi aitd ol
schools is a scrious problem. Over
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Adviser Dr’ Fakhruddin+ last scveral ?Ipcades the problem

tias become worst... we've ta find
- out th solution to the problem as
, soon as possible,* he dld a con-:

ferencebn educatioi affairs.
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o The Chief Adviser said: “We've

1o ensure.that a sgt of core knowl- -

tdge and competencies is ac-
" quired by &) stadents along with
. choices fortadditional or comple-

mentary learning, This will require
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« a core curriculum, irrespective. ol -
the type of institations and 'pro-.
vider of sérvices.” :

He was’inauguratirig the three- .
.day Conference on ‘Governance in
_Educatioi:™ Accountability and |
Elfectiveness’ at the International |
Conference Centre.

Thie conferehce was organiz
by UNESCO and Bangladesh

( See Page 11 Col. 2)
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‘ tional Council for UNESCO with
| cooperation of Ministry of Educa-

tien and Ministry of Primary and ’

Mass Lducaton in association
i with Institaee of Educational De-
velopment, BRAC University and
Access to Information Programme
ofhe Chief Adviser's Office.
*  The cducational system in
Bangladesh consists of _some
.. 150,000 institutions, 34 million

sludents and over 900,000 teach- :

ers. it was informed at the func-
tiomn. -

- 1t Wwa$ sated that primary and
sceonddry tevel indtiwtions naw-
rally form the bulk of the system
with about 20 million students in
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“CA for overcoming

primary education including ma- .

drasas  and non-formal - pro-
grannnes and about 11 million
“studenis M the secondary level
includirig madrasas.

Primary and Mass Education
Adviser Rasheda K Chowdhury
and Director UNESCO and its
country rcpresentative Malama
Meleisea also spoke at the inau-
gural scysion, chaired by .Educa-
tion ‘Segretary and secrclary gen-
eral  of | Bangladesh National

Council for UNESCO M Monmuajul,

“Islam. . .-
Direcior, Iustindte of Educa-
tional Development, Dr Manzoor
Ahmied and policy advisgr of iAc-
vess to Information Programme of
Chicl ~ Adviser)s. Office”  Anir
Chowtlhury presented two key-
note papers separateiy- on the
theme of the¢ canference. -
Academics and policymakers
were present at ihe function.
Laying impartance on the use of
clectronic media for educational
purpose. the Chief Adviser said
*.although computer and internet
proliferation is still not wide-
spread in the country, it must
make good usc of the electronic
media for’ educational |, purpose.
State-run Bangladesh Television
(¥FV) has the necessary inlra-
structure for setting up an educa-
tional channel.
The channel, he said, ¢an be
v used opimally and effectively for
high priority purposes like teach-
ers training and support, lileracy
< gud continuing ¢ducation, sup-
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open aniversity courses, English
language instruction, and 1echni-
cal and vocational education,

The Chief Adviser asked the
ministries of Information, Educa-
tion, and Primary and Mass Edu-
cation to examine and move the
matler expeditiously 10 sct up
such a lacility.

b pl'é!11e11§i§fg Tormal” primaiy” and
Uconidary” classtoom instrugtion,”

I
|
Much progress has been made .
in the country in recent years in
_expanding  opportunities  and
overcoming disparities in the gdu--
cation sector, he said. o

e added thal proactive paii-
cies of the government to expund’
aceess as well as innovative initia-
tives by the non-government of-
ganizations to serve those unabic
16 1ake advanage of the formal
system have led o the'success.

Dr, Fakhruddin said the chil-
dren, disadvaniaged by extreme
poverty or having special néeds,
oficn do not- get education they
deserves yUnacceptable inequali-
tics. therclore, persist alongside
widening quality gaps.

He mentioned that Najional
Commiuncit 10 “offer free and
compuisory cducation 10 all byys
andl girls” ag stated jn Article 17 ol
the - \

Constitution as well.as the goals
set by MDG and Education for All
wounld remain unrealized il the
present raie of progress is main- -
tained.

“We should devise an opimal
arrangement now for all odiea:
non-related service providers ina
geographic  unit  such as i
upazila, to fupgtion cohesively.

They sh work together
tirough a mechanisin of local
coordination o ensure that every
vhild can participaie in an institu-
tipn, which meets the minimin
apreed standards  of “instruction
whouover the service provider may
be." he said. ’ S

The Chiel Adviscr said the
mental barriers between the gov-
eritment  and . non-governnicil
progranune must be bridged in
orter to fully ytilize existing social
capital and “achiéve ' educational

: goals. o
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