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~ntroduce aptitude tests for

students for quallty edn
Says Dr Akbar ‘Ali Khan

Starr CORRE.SPONDENT

Regulatory Reforms Commission
Chairman Dr Akbar Ali Khan yes-
terday called for introduction of
aptitude tests such as Graduate
Record Examination (GRE) at the
university level and Scholastic
Aptitude Test (SAT) at the SSCievel
in order to improve the qual:ty of
education.

"The quality of entirc education
systemn from primary to university
level is very poor. At the tertiary
education level, the quality of
education in private universities is
the worst, We should introduce
GREin public and private universi-

education. Besides, the govemn-
ment should introduce SAT at SSC
level," he said at aroundtable as the
chiefguest.

He also said Bangladeshl stu-
dents get very little time to interact
with their teachers because of tao
many holidays in the educational
institutions and absence of tcach-
ers during working hours.

"A student needs to attend
classes totalling a minimum of 860

hours in a year, but our children do

not get such facilities. Around 19
percent. teachers remain absent
during working hours. Apart from

official holidays, our children enjoy'

hohdays during month-long SSC

The daily Shamokal and BSB:
Cambrian College jointly argan-
ised the roundtable on ‘National
edutation policy: Our education
system' at Grand Azad Hotel in the
city.

Dr Akbar Ali Khan, also a former
adviser to the caretaker govern-
ment, said regional disparities,
especially urban-rural gap, have
cmerged duc 1o the existing cen-
tralised education system.

He also said the quality of tech-
nical education in the country is
also very poor and that it is high
time to recast the téchnical educa-

- tion system to produce techmcally
skilled people.

former vice chancellor of
Jahangirnagar University, said
discrimination between govern-
ment and non-government
schools will have to be eliminated
for the greater interest of the
nation.

Dhaka University Tcachers
Association (Duta) General
Secrctary Prof Anwar Hossain
called for an increase in the budget

forgeneraleducation.

Prof Ajoy Roy suggested intro-
ducing a science-based uni-track
education system forall.
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