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The Conference On  \
Governance In Education

While speaking ‘at the inauguration of a three-day
ference on "Govermance in Education: Accountability dnd

ctiveness” the Chief Adviser, Dr Fakhruddin Ahmed said.

iething most of us know to be true that the urban rural

de in primary and secondary education is responsible for |

iting divisions in society. That tltis phenomenon is a
ious problem” is also known-but any efforts made (o
1g the three tiers of education at par have always met with
ire. But the divisions in our society over the past several
ades have now intensified to reach boiling poim
‘efote, as Dr Fakhruddin said, the problem of “a widening
xrence in the quality of education in urban and. rural
sols’ should be resolved “as soon as possible.”

This is not the first time this issue has been raised by
nent personalities, nor is it the first time the issue has
n raised in our columns, but in the face of the rural-urban
de plus the Tich:poor divide, resolving the issue will not

easy. Needless to say, education is a principal *
sondition for the development of our vast human .-

rce. But. the existing education delivery system, from”

lergarten to iniversity has become a commercipl
irprise and thus'a.city-centered operation. :

It is also no surprise to learn that the overall quality of
cation is much higher in the urban arcas than the rural.
refo'rb'i\t gdes without saying that utbanites have far more
1ues for human. resourcedevelopment than their rural

nterpart. €lédrly such arrarrangement gives urbanites an |

ue advantage over rural people. By being denied access

quality education, rural:based citizens also find
doyment opportunities restricted. This translates out as
ue domination of urban-based people in the decision-
policy-making process of the’ country which, in turn
ilts in the perpetual controt of government policies.
The reason the state provides education is to have a
juctive workforce at its-disposal, but while disparities,
t, this is impossible, Yet we know that educating the
ng is important because it is not only a major economic
zlopment issue but a social justice issue. It is also an
ortant long-tenm issue for the health of the nation. But
it-of all we need to close the socio-economic gaps in
cational attainment. because educational stratification
income stratification has reached a frightening level. -

If the idea of education is measured in tefms of whéther
ie "emerging from the system can be counted on to
ride the manpower the nation requires in an increasingly
iplex and integrated world, there is also an urgent need to
iwce parity’ between rural and urban based children.
eloping skills and potential for our own benefit is an
10mic necessity. This is why education 1o a certain level is
ipulsory. . .

When we, consider the poverty rate for families headed
Iropouts. is tnore than double that of families headed by
1school graduates this in itself is.too frightening to ignore.
children ,from these families are likely to remain
mployed. In other words, a lack of education that
ents people from realising their potentiat both as

viduals and productive members of . society. The -

inued presence of divisions within society undermines
$ustainability of educational institutions. Such divisions
retuate social unrest. Unless educational institutions are
st, improving human rescurces can never be achieved.
& educationists say the present systein can only produce
re pegs in round holes. Unless Yhe anomalies are
'essed- we cannot ensure that students get value for the
: spent in schools. The solution® lies in making a
digmatic shift in our overait development outlook. We
efore need to come up with a develepment model
reby the interésts and aspirations of the tural people are:
mmedated. But in order for children to receive the kind.
lucation they deserve, quality assurance for all schools i’
led. And because education is needed to bring disciplii

ur society, how we deal with this problem is a nationfll
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