/ Inclusive Education: "\
4 A Micro Analysis

Education is a mulpidimensional process by which our * .~ ;— Pe-ra
nind, soul and latent talent develop through formal;and even -, | 2 Q"J UN 2008 i
nformal learning. It is indeed a life-long process. 1t isa men- = 7'"
al, psychological, intcilectual and social. training which pro-' 'ri'i < -y --g"""
ides opportunities to overcome all kinds of difficulties and _*' " :
1bstacles 1o national development and overall progress. | ‘

Education-is one of the fundamental rights of human be-
ng. In our cétintty it is also recognized as our constitutional 4
ight. Theré are¢“hettssary constitutional safe-guards for en- T[z I} Bg'g? ;_Q;Q!{_;g:; Qﬁ §
uring educatioif for all citizens of Bangladesh. In spite of this ; & ¥ LA 'geim -Du.z { Sen er
ome people ofour socifty arc deprived of cnjoying equal -
ights and opportugities inreceiving fonnal education. Ours
s a liberal"démocratit country. In democracy cveryone is
iqqual in tlie eye 6f law. So democratic values and norms never
upport any kind of discrimination among the citizens. *

In order (b ensure equal Tacilities for all types of learners |
it secondary level, Teaching Quality Improvement in Sccon- 4
lary Education Project (TQI-SEP) authority has included "In-
lusive Education” as one of its training contents and straie-
ries. In fact inclusive edutation is'such a strategical and tech-.
ical process where all types oféeamers gag receive education
it a congenial and cooperative environment, Here all stu-
lents are included in learning process and different activities.
‘or establishing human dignity and fundamental human
ights, such kind of educhation cari play a vital role. It is in fact
he foundation of an inclusivesociety.

In different educational institutions, the following varia-
ion and diversity can usually be abserved : (a) Brighter stu-
lents and dull students, (b) Learners from poor families and
ich families, (c) Malc students and female students, (d} Intro- -
rerts and extroverts, (¢) Shy students and confident students
f) Learners with (physical and mental) abilities and cisabili-
ies, (g) From an ethnic minority and greater population, (h)
‘roin rural areas and urban areas etc. ’ o

Inclusive Education cousiders diversity as a resource, not
| problem. It positively recognizes diversities and variations
ind assists the learners in fulfilling their various demands and
Ircains of life. It encourages the persons concerned and au-
horities to provide with quality learning opportunitics for all
‘hildren. It prepares the leamers for establishing an idcal so-
iety that respects and values diversity and difference.

But in the context of cur country, the path and doorwvay .
f Inclusive -LEducation is not so smooth. Especially at secon-
lary level,-we can find out some barriers to Inclusive Educa-
ion : i) j.ack of trained and skilled teachers, (ii) Superstitions
nd prejudice, (iii) Infra-structural limitations, (iv) Want of
woper teaching aids and materials, v) Lack of social aware-
tess and support, {vi) Shortcomings of prevailing education
ysiem, (vii) Lack of modern and suitable teaching niethod-
logies and approaches, (viii)- Unfavourable attitudes and
ichaviour towards the leamers with disabilities, (ix) Absence
if congenial classroom atmosphere,

liis certain that these barriers are not present in the same
limension in all the éducational institutions. Rather despite a
ot of problems, many dedicated and carecr-oriented teachers
re trying their level besi to spread the light of education to
he learners effectively and sclfessly. They pay equal anen-
fon and even in some cases they show special sympathy and
clow feelings for the problematic and disabled learners.

. However, for overcoming these barriers, some pragmatic
nd dynamic initiatives must be taken. To achieve the goal of
nelusive Education, necessary’ reformation and change
hould be brought in ouf education system. Diversity and
lifferent of characteristics and needs of the learners should.be
onsidered as a normal thing. Equal right of education must
ie'ensured even for the disabled childrens All learners' aclive
nd spontaneous participation in differeni activitics of the
¢hool.must be encouraged through participatory. approach.
zhild:centred teathing is very essential for achieving inclu: '
ion. Suitable teaching aids, special resources and moral sup-
rort are needed for Inclusive Fducation,

Diversity should not be thought as a difficulty, or a ncga-
ive liability; rather we all should. take it as a chailepge and a !
1manilarian and moral activity. So an enabling, welcoming
ind encouraging educational cnvi ronment, must be created in
e schools. Proper motivatich, interpersonal comnumica-.-
ion, collaboration, partnersliip and real-participation may be
he best means of promoting inchisfon. All elements and
omponents of curriculum and contents should be flexible
nd responsive. Deep, cordial and meaningful relationship
nd effective co-ordination should be developed among the
2achers, students, guardians, school managing committee
nd igcal clites. With a view 1o uiilding an exploitation-free,
iclfare-eriented iiclusive Socicty and modem dermocratic
ountry, real, suitablé and progressive Inclusive Education
hould be introduced as éarly as possible. The nation is ea-
erly looking fofivard 10 having such and education system,
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