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SAARC sﬁmmit‘begins

= —

in Colombo today

Leaders to dmﬁ agenda on food, fuel przces
trade gap, climate change

COLOMBO, Aug 1:-South f\sian
leaders from- eight: SAARC coun-
“tries sit for a summit meeting bere
today (Saturday) to chart a road-
mayp to address 1he challenges, of
sodring food and fucl prices, trade
imbalances and climaie change,
and improve the socioeconosuic
condidon of 1.5 billion people i
“the region, reports UNB. -

Amidst exiraordinary security
measures, Heads of State and
Guvernment _arrived in the Sri
Lankan capital to attend the 15th
summit of the South Asian Asso-
ciation for Regional Cooperation
(SAARC). Alghanistan President
Hamid Karzai, Bangladesh cace-
taker government's Chiel Adviser
Dr Fakhruddin Ahined, Bhutanesg
Prime Minister Lyonchhen Jigmi
Rhinley, Indian Prite Minister Dr
Manmohan  Singh,  Maldives
Presidenti, Maumoon Abdul
Gayoom, Nepalese Primie Minister
Girija . Prasad Koirala, Pakistan
Prime Minister Syed Yousul Raza
Gilanl and host Sri Lankan Presi-
dent Mahinda Rajapaksa will join
the wwo-day summit at Bandar-
naike  Memorial  Internationai
Conference Hall.

The SAARC leaders will sign a
SAARC Development Fund (SDF}
chartér with authorized capital of
SDR one billion and taunch the
South Asian Regional Standards
Organization _(SARS0), head-
quarters of which will be. estab-
lished in Dhaka.

The summit leaders will sign
the Conventian on-Mutual- Legal
Assistance in Criminal Maiters to
effectively deal with terrorists and

- criminals hiding in other SAARC
cofintrics.

At the inaugural session, the
summit lcaders will also [ocus on
removal of noi-tariffl and para-
arill barriers to reduce trade im-
hafances in some member stites
and increase Intra-SAARC trade.

They will also inswucr  the

SAARC Ministerial Counc:il com-

prising the Commerce Ministers’

of the member nations 1o start
negotiation on Trade in Scrvices
snder the umbrella agrecnicnt of
SAFTA. °

The summit will cmphawe on
making SAARC Food Bank opera-
tional expeditiously, increase foad
production and on collective ef-
forts« 1o . produce - #herndtive
sources of‘ cuergy, so vital for

overall developmem in the region.

“The recent price-hike of food
globally has reminded us of urgent
need 1o address the  sftuation
comprehensively, The food crisis
has affecied the poorest segment
of the socicty. Food security would

constitute an important area of -

our collective endeavours,” For-
cign Adviser Dr Ifickhar Ahmed
Chowdhnuy told UNB ahead of ihe
Sunmit.

" He said that SAARC Food Bank
need 10 be made operationat im-
mediately to give a human face to
the organization's work. "We need .
anothér Green Revolution based
on technology and innovative
techniques.” .

Apart from food, fuel and trade
issues, critical issue of climate
change, water resources, (rans-*
port, social issues, lerml;iém.

{ See Page 11 Col, 2)

SAARC Summit

" ( From Pagel Col.4) *

women cipowerment and coop-
cration in science and technology
will dominate the sunimii talks.

At the inaugural session Satur-
day, SAARC chairmanship will be
handed over 1o Sri, Lanka from
India. Eight SAARC leaders will

then make their country state- .

ments.

On the sidelines of the sunumnit,
the SAARC leaders have started
holding bilacral meetings with
cach other discussing issues of
CONCEINS.
< On the second day (Sunday},
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SAARC leaders will go for retrear
when they will seize the opporia-
nity to discuss more on burning
Issues that hit the reglon hard.

- The 15th Summit will conclude
through the issuance of the Co-
lombo Declaration and Statement
on Food Security.

Meanwhile, capital Colombo
has been tastefully decorated with
portraits of éight SAARC leaders
and fiags of the member states.

Thousands of army, comman-
os and special police equipped
. with® automatic weapons spread
“over the entire city. Sandbag bun-

kers have been set up in close
_ proximity,  General  peopie's

moavement-has been heavily re-
stricted. Educatlonal insthutions
were closed for mrec day rrom

Friday.

All these security bulwarks are -

put in place in the wake of por
celved threat from the LTTE ger-
illas fighting for their homeland in
northeastern  Jalfna  province,
Although the LTTE has declared
unilateral truce, the government
of President Mahinda "Rajapoksa

" does not wam to take any nsk and
has taken all measures to hold the
summit peacefully,
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