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Congratulatlons to |

successful HSC

candidate

Urban-rural gap in education needs
addressing though

T HE results of this year's Higher Secondary

Certificate examjnations have caused mixed
reaction. among the students and all others
-4 condemed. Mixed because +he overall pass rate has gone
~ gddw“ﬁ‘;by 4.42 percent compared tothat gflastyear as also
{, “thenimber of students scoring GPA-5. However, it must
| Cbe émi:hjlsi'sed that as much as it is important to ensure

 thatthe ma.ﬁ?nu&n number of candidates qualifyitisalso
' equally important to faaiatain a high quality of
education. M :

Some colleges, mostly in the urban areas, have
achieved 100 per cent success. Figures show that in
comparison 1o the past, this year a1 more colleges have
joined thelist of cent per cent sCorers. But this is asuccess
story of the more privileged institutions and it hardly
reflects thereality on the ground, for there are 41 colleges
where notasinglestudent could qualify. -

Such paradox in performance by the examinees
notwithstanding, we congratulate those boys and girls
whohave comeout successfullyin thisyear's HSCexams.
Atthe same time, we eXpress our sympathy for thosewho.
failed to makeit this time. : :

The teachers of some colleges across the country have
blamed the introduction of newcurriculuminEnglish for
the poor performance of the students. But apart from
introduction of a new topic, that is, grammar, in English,
there are also other important issues one can hardly lose
sight of in this context. For instance, it has become clear
from this year's HSC exams that the urban students are
doing better than their rural counterparts, especially in
English. One can see this disparity. even between the
biggerand smallerurban centres.

The most plausible explanation for this anomaly is that
the urban schools and colleges have better learning
environments, including better teachers, and they can
afford private coaching. Such facilities are beyond the
dream of the rural students. And such discrepancy has
beenbecoming more pronounced. .

With the passage of ime, the urban-rural gisparity in

the sphere of education is becoming wider a_}md deeper.

provided special attention to the rural %i'qhogls ‘and
colleges and extended necessary financisl‘and training;
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