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Gu1debook trade behln

artificial textbook crisis

Syndlcate of pubhshers traders manipulates supply, prices

i SURANIH'H DEABNATH

' Some unscrupulous school textbook
| publishers in collusion with some dis-
honest government offi cm]g\are creating
an artificial crisis of textbooks/Gn the
market, to boost the sales of So-called
 guidebooks, also published by themu

Secondary school students are being

forced to tun to guidebooks sold on the

: market since they are not being able to
| follow the school curriculum due to the
| false textbook crisis.

Sources said a syndicate of publishers
| including some who won government
} tenders for publishing textbooks, are

defaying distribution of secondary level
textbooks to hike up the sales of their
guidebooks.

| According to the Notebook Prohibition
[ Act-1980, no notebooks or such type of
books ofup toClass VIl can be printed and
} marketcd. Besides, no notebooks of above
¢ class VIl can be printed or marketed with-

'and Textbook Bard (NCTB).

. While students of classVItoXareyetto
get the textbooks even after one and half
months sfnce the academic year began,
dnfferer_mypes of guidebooks are flooding
the market all over the counitry, despite a
recent crackdown on unscrupulous
publishetsinitiated by the government.

The publishers are also spending a huge
amount of money for advertising their
guidebooks, includingTVadvertisements.

The top guidebooks on the market at
the monfent include Panjeri from Panjeri
Publication Ltd, Janani from Hasan Book
Depot, Anupam from Kajal Brothers,
Leciure from lecture Publication Ltd,
Anushandhan from Chaki Kalpona

Publications, Jupiter from Jupiter
Publications, Talent from Ideal
Publications, Diganta from Popular
Library, Galaxy from Galaxy Publications,
Popi from Popi Publications, Star from
Biswa Parichoy Publication Ltd, and
Thalak from MoushumiPublication.,

NCTB alleged that the syndicate works in
collusion with some dishonest top offi-
cialsofthe textbbok board. -
Many of those publishers win govem-
ment tenders to print ] textbooks some of
which they getunder their own names and:

’ somemoredlcygctundcrfakenamcs,wnh )
mehelpo[thexroﬂicialpamersmcumc |

The syndicate then creates an artificid-
crisis of textbooks on the market by delay-

ing printing and distribution, and in'the |
meantime they o extra business by fiood- '

ing themarketwith theirguide books.

NCTB sourcesalleged that Hasan Book
Depot alone won tenders worth Tk 22
crore using names of 67 pubfishers, with
thehelp of NCTB officials in exchange for
kickbacks.

. Sarker and Sons, Anannya n'adersl'

Abdullah and Sons; Popular lerarw
‘Tanata, Moushumi, Offset Press, Alamgu'
Press, and City Publication also won smore

than one tender each under fake names :
throughsimilar deals, thesourcesadded. |
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